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QUESTION ITU-R 87/6

Acquisition and recovery times in digital television encoding

(1993)

Q. ITU-R 230/11

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that bit-rate reduction codecs are being increasingly used in the television signal chain;

b)
that the algorithms used in such codecs are becoming increasingly complex;

c)
that the decoders contain a number of functions which have to be synchronized to the incoming bit stream;

d)
that for economy in the use of the available bit rate the synchronizing information should be sent relatively infrequently;

e)
that as a result, when the incoming bit stream is disturbed, the decoder may take a significant time to re-synchronize;

f)
that similarly, the decoder may take a significant time to acquire a signal when switching between sources;

g)
that acquisition and recovery times are accumulated when codecs are cascaded,

decides that the following Question should be studied
1
What are the factors influencing acquisition and recovery times in television bit-rate reduction codecs?

2
How can acquisition and recovery times be minimized?

3
What are the acceptable values of acquisition and recovery times applicable in the various parts of the television chain?

further decides

1
that the results of the above studies should be included in (a) Recommendation(s);

2
that the above studies should be completed by 2006.
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