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Excellencies

Mr Deputy Secretary-General
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Mr Johnson, Director, TSB

Mr Al-Basheer, Director, BDT

Ladies and Gentlemen

Dear colleagues,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the introduction of High Definition Television (HDTV) in Europe. It is fitting that you are celebrating this Anniversary at the meeting of the Radiocommunication Assembly (RA-07) at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva. Considering the primordial role that the ITU-R (and its predecessor, the CCIR) has played in the development of the standards that have brought HDTV to where it is today, you have chosen the best forum to highlight this achievement.

You are all experts in the field and have been key participants in this work; I do not need to highlight the path you have followed since the initiation of the study program in 1974. HDTV is a reality in many parts of the world – in Japan where the work first started, in the Americas and in Europe. Starting from analogue high-definition TV, you have provided a transition path to digital HDTV that takes into account the substantial investment in infrastructure that exists today. 

The ITU-R has been able to achieve a very significant milestone, with the approval of Recommendation ITU-R BT.709 in its present form. This provides the specifications for a single worldwide standard for HDTV production and international programme exchange, with its agreement on a Common Image Format. This Recommendation is supported by set of Recommendations on related aspects of broadcasting and data transmission and it provides the basis for HDTV programme production, which is now being done by most manufacturers and broadcasters. 

The recently concluded Regional Radiocommunication Conference in 2006 (RRC-06) has laid the foundation for the implementation of digital terrestrial broadcasting in Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Iran. The ITU-R Recommendations played an important role in its preparation as they provided the technical bases for the Conference. With the establishment of a framework for structured migration from analogue to digital broadcasting, this Conference goes a long way in addressing the problem of the digital divide. Based on this Geneva-06 Agreement, most of the countries have already introduced or are planning to introduce HDTV.

This brings me to a major goal of the ITU which was established at the 2006 Plenipotentiary Conference in Antalya, via Resolution 140 – implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). The agreed objective worldwide is to bridge the digital divide, promote access to ICTs, create digital opportunities and benefit from the potential offered by ICTs for development. This progress towards digital broadcasting is a key factor in bridging the digital divide. Digital broadcasting provides the opportunity to deliver many information and communication services, with its multifunctional interactive features. By economising on the demand for radio frequency spectrum through signal compression and effective modulation schemes, it can deliver many of the action lines related to ICT applications, like e-health, e-learning and e-government. Indeed the digital dividend that was foreseen at the RRC-06 Conference will soon become a reality. 

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate the ITU-R in the achievement of this very important worldwide standard which is accepted by all parts of the world. It has given impetus to the worldwide deployment of HDTV and spurred the transition to digital broadcasting.
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