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During the CPG03-2 meeting in Toulouse (4-6 September 2001), the opportunity of the presence of delegations from various regions of the world was taken to convene WRC-03 informal group. The meeting met on 5 September 2001 and attempted to identify those agenda items of WRC-03 which will require particular attention and efforts from the Regional preparatory groups (APG, CITEL PCC III, CPG, …) in order to enable WRC-03 to reach a positive decision on the items. The following items were identified:

· 1.3
The item might be too ambitious for one conference. The objectives to be achieved under this agenda item should be clarified, in view of the apparent lack of priority attached to it by the last Conference on disaster communications (Tampere, May 2001).

· 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6 
There would be merit for WRC-03 to address these three items within the same WG or the conference. The discussion highlighted the practical difficulty of enforcing a regulatory limitation on the aggregate power of unlicensed mobile terminals to ensure the protection of non-GSO MSS feeder links.

· 1.15

This issue is complex and many aspects are to be technically explored and understood before any regulatory solutions can be addressed.

· 1.22


8F already met with difficulties on this issue.

· 1.24
This issue was left unresolved at WRC-2000 and gives rise to a split between developing and developed countries, as well as between civil and military operators. Reducing the constraints on the FSS at 13.75-14 GHz without affecting radiolocation will be a challenge.

· 1.25

The wording of the agenda may not reflect the actual objectives sought. New regulatory approaches are sought, but will be difficult to develop. The need for avoiding any adverse impact on Appendix 30A plan was also highlighted.

· 1.27

In spite of the progress seen in WP 4A, there is not yet a consensus of the criteria. Concerning the procedures, the adoption of Nos 4.1.18 and 4.1.18bis of Appendix 30/30A was a hot topic at WRC-2000 and is likely to lead to diverging views, which could affect the adoption of balanced criteria. The criteria and procedure associated to No. S9.19 are also likely to lead to difficult discussions.

· 1.30

This is a wide subject, which is also coupled with Resolution 80 and issues to be discussed at PP-02. 

· 1.34

Sharing between BSS sound and terrestrial services has always been a difficult issue. This is compounded by the identification made by WRC-2000 for IMT-2000 in the 2.5 GHz band (although without priority) and by the treatment to be given to GSO BSS sound, which is outside of this agenda item.

· 1.37

The very wide scope of this agenda item is now becoming apparent and needs to be narrowed down if any result is to be obtained at WRC-03.

· 7.1

Resolution 80 is a difficult item. The only available forum is a RAG correspondence group. The administrations having concern about the way the principles of the CS/CV are implemented in the Radio Regulations should be encouraged to make proposals on the way these concerns could be alleviated.

· 7.2
Efforts should be expanded to exert more effective management of WRC agendas. The following possibilities were identified for further consideration:

· limiting the number of agenda items

· recognising the rolling nature of many items

· paying closer attention to the role of the ITU-R study groups in carrying out WRC preparation and in guiding WRCs on the progress of related activities in their work programmes

· placing precise limits on the scope of agenda items

· having a comprehensive rationale to support all new proposals, including an assessment of the burden on ITU-R administrative and financial resources.

Some other agenda items (1.8, 1.11, 1.13, 1.14, 1.26, 1.32) were noted to be potentially difficult, but it was noted that the upcoming meetings of the ITU-R may confirm the positive progress of the work which has been seen recently on these items.

Some other agenda items, relating to non-GSO MSS allocations which have been discussed without success at the three previous conferences (1.16, 1.20, 1.31), appear unlikely to meet with a more favourable conclusion at WRC-03.

It was noted that the regional preparatory meetings (PCC III, APG and CPG) would offer opportunities for hosting the future meetings of the informal group, in particular the next meeting of CITEL PCCIII (Guatemala City, 6-9 November 2001). At that meeting, early proposals for WRC-03 structure may be considered, as well as any inputs to characterise the possible divergences between the regional groups on the above mentioned agenda items.

CPG and RAG in February 2001, APG in April 2001, will be the following opportunities for convening the informal group.

François Rancy

Chairman, CPG
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