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Report on WSIS Prizes
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WSIS Prizes contest has emerged as one of the key services of the WSIS Stocktaking process, recognizing those ICT projects and initiatives around the world, submitted via the WSIS Stocktaking online platform, that are best showcasing the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines and advancement of the Sustainable Development Goals on the ground. In the last five years, 1,200 projects were nominated for the WSIS Prizes contests and 1.65 million votes were casted in the online voting by the WSIS community stakeholders.

The Call for the WSIS Prizes 2017 (available in 6 UN languages: AR EN ES FR RU ZH) was launched in September 2017 and Phase I (the Submission Phase) opened the call for submissions to the contest of the WSIS Prizes 2017. During the period from 5 September 2016 until 15 February 2017, all stakeholders are invited to submit WSIS related projects to the contest for WSIS Prizes 2017. 

The contest is open to all stakeholders, entities representing governments, private sector, international and regional institutions, civil society and academia. Each entity is allowed to submit one project per category. Stakeholders are invited to consult the rules for project submission and nomination criteria below prior to submitting a project. For additional information and updates please visit: www.wsis.org/prizes

We look forward to receiving your responses to this call by 15 February 2017. Should you have any questions or need for assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the WSIS Stocktaking Team at wsis-prizes@itu.int. 

The 2017 WSIS Prize winners will be announced during the WSIS Prizes 2017 Ceremony during the WSIS Forum 2017 (12-16 June 2017) in Geneva, Switzerland, while the WSIS Prizes 2017 champions will be announced to the public online on 17 April 2017. 

In July 2016, the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) resolution 2016/22 "Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of - and follow up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society", that reiterates the importance of sharing best practices at the global level, and, while recognizing excellence in the implementation of the projects and initiatives that further the goals of the World Summit, encourages all stakeholders to nominate their projects for the annual WSIS Prizes as an integral part of the WSIS Stocktaking process, while taking note of the report on the WSIS Stocktaking Success Stories publication.

Building upon the outcomes of the United Nations General Assembly Overall Review on WSIS as well as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the WSIS Prizes 2017 will continue to reflect close linkages with achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), while providing the evidence on how implementation of the WSIS Action Lines will contribute to the achievement of the SDGs..
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