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	Summary
Requests for exemption from making financial contribution were submitted by eight organizations. Under the guidelines, the Council shall take account of the views expressed by the Secretary-General as to the mutual advantages of their participation in the activities of the Union.
Action required
The Council is invited to consider these requests for admission as Sector Members, exempted from financial contribution, and to approve the recommendations from the Secretary-General.
____________
References
CV231, Res. 110 (Marrakesh, 2002), Documents C2000/28 (Rev.1), C2001/26, 
C02/94 (section 2), C03/40 and Add.1, C03-ADD/3, C05/40



Background
1.	The criteria and guidelines on granting exemption, subject to “reciprocity”, were adopted by the 2000 session of the Council (Document C2000/28(Rev.1)). Exemption from fees is granted by the Council following an analysis of the relevant Sectors and a recommendation by the Secretary-General. The main criteria include that the entity must be a regional or international organization dealing with telecommunications/ICTs, non-profit-making, and must offer reciprocal benefits to ITU. If approved, they become Sector Members or Associates under the terms of No. 231 of the Convention. Currently, there are 117 exempted regional and international organizations. 
2.	PP-14 instructed the Council in Res. 187 (Busan, 2014) to “review the practice and criteria for exempting entities from membership fees and, if necessary, make changes to tighten the criteria to help bring greater clarity, consistency and fairness between paying and non-paying members and to reduce the total of exempted entities.” Following a detailed review by the CWG-FHR, Council 17 revised the criteria, as in Annex. The main changes include tighter definitions of international/regional organization and “reciprocity” and no longer allowing “industry associations” with for-profit members to qualify for fee exemption. 
The applications for exemption being submitted to Council 2018 have been evaluated against this revised criteria. 

Recommendations
3.	The following requests were received and are submitted for the consideration of the Council:
3.1
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria 
	Reciprocity/
Benefits to ITU 
	SG
Recommendation

	ASECNA
	ITU-R
	
YES

	
YES

	
YES



Comments: The Agency for Aerial Navigation Safety in Africa and Madagascar is an air traffic control agency based in Dakar, Senegal. It manages 16 million square kilometres of airspace (1.5 times the size of Europe) covering six Flight Information Regions. Member countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central Africa Republic, Congo (Rep. of), Côte d’Ivoire, France, Gabon, Guinea-Bissau, Equatorial Guinea, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Chad, Togo, and Union of Comoros. The secretariat is of the view that ASECNA meets the criteria for international/regional organization as well as reciprocity and benefits for ITU.
3.2
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/
Benefits to ITU
	SG
Recommendation

	COMESA 
	ITU-R
ITU-T
ITU-D
	YES
YES
YES
	YES
YES
YES
	YES
YES
YES


Comments: The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) is a free trade area with nineteen member states stretching from Libya to Swaziland. COMESA was formed in December 1994, replacing a Preferential Trade Area, which had existed since 1981. Nine of the member states formed a free trade area in 2000 (Djibouti, Egypt, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Sudan, Zambia and Zimbabwe), with Rwanda and Burundi joining the FTA in 2004, the Comoros and Libya in 2006, and Seychelles in 2009. COMESA is one of the pillars of the African Economic Community. The Secretariat is of the view that COMESA meets the criteria for international/regional organization as well as reciprocity and benefits for ITU. 

3.3
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/
Benefits to ITU

	SG
Recommendation

	CSEND – Centre for Socio-Economic Development 
	ITU-D
	NO
	--
	NO


Comments: The Centre for Socio-Economic Development (CSEND) promotes inclusive, equitable, sustainable and integrated development through dialogue and institutional learning. CSEND provides policy research, capacity development and consulting services on institutional development and change processes especially in the area of institutional strengthening. The secretariat is of the view that CSEND does not meet the Council criteria as an international/regional organization because they do not have members in multiple countries. 
3.4  
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/
Benefits to ITU
	SG
Recommendation

	ECPAT International
	
ITU-D

	
YES

	YES
	
YES



Comments: ECPAT International is a global network of civil society organizations that works to end online sexual exploitation of children. They have 102 member organizations in 93 countries with a secretariat based in Bangkok, Thailand. The ITU Regional Office has been interacting with ECPAT to explore collaboration on Child Online Protection initiatives and there are already plans for ITU to attend upcoming ECPAT events. ECPAT is considered to be a committed organization and has a wide network in this field. Strengthening cooperation with them is considered worthwhile. The secretariat is of the view that ECPAT meets the Council criteria for international/regional organization as well as reciprocity and benefits for ITU.
3.5
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/ Benefits to ITU
	SG
Recommendation

	EURAO - European Radio 
Amateurs’ Organization 
	ITU-R
	YES
	
NO
	NO


Comments: Established in 2005, the European Radio Amateurs’ Organization is a meeting point for independent radio amateurs’ associations around the world, mainly from Europe, interested in sharing activities and experiences and working together on new projects. While the secretariat is of the view that EURAO meets the Council criteria for international/regional organization, they do not sufficiently meet the criteria regarding reciprocity and benefits for ITU.

3.6
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/ Benefits to ITU 
	SG
Recommendation

	G3ict - Global Initiative for Inclusive Information and Communications Technologies
	ITU-R
	YES
	YES
	YES


Comments: The mission of G3ict’s mission is to promote the full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“CRPD”) relative to the accessibility of ICTs. G3ict’s key constituents include policy makers and public sector institutions, ICT industries and the private sector, international standards development organizations, associations of persons with disabilities, and academia. G3ict is currently exempt from fees for ITU-T and ITU-D, and has been an active member. The secretariat is of the view that G3ict meets the Council criteria for international/ regional organization as well as reciprocity and benefits for ITU.

3.7
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/ Benefits to ITU
	SG
Recommendation

	ICT Association of Zimbabwe 

	ITU-D
	NO
	--
	NO


Comments: The Information Communication Technology Association of Zimbabwe (ICTAZ) is an ICT community whose mission is on empowering its members and communities by creating a network for organizations and career-minded individuals who seek to expand their potential through events, networking, mentoring and socialization for sustainable national ICT development. The secretariat is of the view that this entity does not meet the Council criteria as an international/regional organization because they are located only in one country.
3.8
	Organization
	Sector
	Complies with IO/RO criteria
	Reciprocity/ Benefits to ITU
	SG
Recommendation

	WEB Foundation
	ITU-D
	YES
	YES
	YES


Comments: The World Wide Web Foundation (also Web Foundation) is an organization dedicated to the improvement and availability of the World Wide Web. It has a network of 160 partner organizations in 70 countries. Their mission is to establish the open web as a global public good and a basic right, ensuring that everyone can access and use it freely. The secretariat is of the view that the Web Foundation meets the Council criteria for international/regional organization as well as reciprocity and benefits for ITU.

Annex 
EXEMPTION FROM PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR ORGANIZATIONS OF AN
INTERNATIONAL CHARACTER
Over the years, the Council has exempted certain organizations of an international character from their financial obligations in defraying the expenses of ITU conferences and meetings.
1	Criteria and guidelines
1.1	In accordance with No. 476 of the Convention, the Council may exempt organizations of an international character from payment of membership fees, subject to “reciprocity”. The “reciprocity” is taken to refer to the mutual and similar benefits that could accrue to both ITU and the organization concerned as a result of the latter participating in the relevant activities of ITU.
1.2	To fulfil the conditions which lead to such a reciprocal arrangement, the organization concerned shall meet all of the following criteria:
–	be an organization of international character dealing with telecommunications;
–	be a legally-recognized non-profit organization, representing members which also have non-profit status;
–	have a significant membership, presence and activities in multiple Member States whose participation in ITU activities would be beneficial to the aims of the Union;
–	allow ITU to be represented at and participate in the organization’s meetings free of charge and with the rights and benefits available to their members;
–	allow ITU access to relevant documentation, including information available only to their members.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This means providing reciprocal access to information/documentation similar to that provided by ITU to its members through the TIES restricted access system.] 

1.3	In reaching a decision as to the granting of an exemption, the Council shall take account of views expressed by the Secretary-General. Such views shall identify:
–	the advantages for ITU of participation of the organization in ITU’s activities;
–	the benefits arising from participation of ITU in the activities of the organization.
2	Procedure
2.1	Each application for exemption shall be submitted, in writing, to the Secretary-General. It shall be presented to the Council for consideration, accompanied by evidence justifying the application (§ 1.2) and by comments from the Secretary-General (§ 1.3).
2.2	The Secretary-General will examine the request for exemption according to the criteria as stipulated in §§ 1.2 and 1.3 above and will report to the forthcoming session of Council, as appropriate.
2.3	If the application for exemption is approved by the Council, it will take immediate effect from the date of the Plenary meeting at which the decision is taken. Unless otherwise decided by the Council in exceptional circumstances, the exemption shall not be granted retroactively. Entities exempted by the Council remain responsible for any amounts owed prior to the effective date of exemption.
2.4	The exemption shall be valid until the following plenipotentiary conference, although the Council may at any time choose to revoke the exemption status from an entity which no longer fulfils the criteria noted above. Each plenipotentiary conference will review the list of exempted entities and decide which ones will continue to benefit from exempted status.
2.5	The list of exempted entities shall be made publically available on the ITU website.
_____________________
• http://www.itu.int/council •
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