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Kindly replace proposal IAP/63A/45 with attached text.




ADD	IAP/63A1/45#48697
Draft New Resolution [IAP-4]
Participation of new actors in bridging the digital divide
The Plenipotentiary Conference of the International Telecommunication Union (Dubai, 2018),
recalling
a) 	that Article 1 of the ITU Constitution states that the purpose of the Union is: 
1. to promote the extension of the benefits of the new telecommunication technologies to all the world's inhabitants;
2. to promote the development of social projects aimed at extending telecommunication services to the most isolated areas in countries; and 
3. to promote the development of technical facilities and their most efficient operation with a view to improving the efficiency of telecommunication services, increasing their usefulness and making them, so far as possible, generally available to the public",
considering
a)	Resolution 200 (Rev. Busan 2014) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on the "Connect 2020 Agenda for global telecommunication/information and communication technology development", especially Goal 2 to "Bridge the digital divide and provide broadband for all";
b)	Resolution 139 (Rev. Busan, 2014) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, on the "Use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies to bridge the digital divide and build an inclusive information society";
c) 	Resolution 11 (Rev. Buenos Aires 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), on "Telecommunication/information and communication technology services in rural, isolated and poorly served areas and indigenous communities";
d) 	Resolution 37 (Rev. Buenos Aires 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) on "Bridging the digital divide",
considering further
a)	Recommendation ITU-D 19 (Rev. Buenos Aires 2017) of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), which states:
-	that it is important to consider small and non-profit operators as community operators, through appropriate regulatory measures that allow them to access basic infrastructure on fair terms, in order to provide broadband connectivity to users in rural and remote areas, taking advantage of technological advances;
-	that it is also important that administrations, in their radio-spectrum planning and licensing activities, consider mechanisms to facilitate the deployment of broadband services in rural and remote areas by small and nonprofit community operators;
-	that business models which can achieve financial and operational sustainability can be operated by local entrepreneurs supported by a variety of initiatives, and these facilities, where feasible, should also be supported by universal service funds as an essential component of rural communications; 
b)	Recommendation ITU-D 20 (Rev. Buenos Aires 2017) on "Policy and regulatory initiatives for developing telecommunications/ICTs/broadband in rural and remote areas",
stressing
a)	that the Declaration of Principles on the 2004 World Summit of the Information Society recognizes the common commitment to build an inclusive Information Society for sustainable development and improving quality of life for all, pointing out that connectivity is an essential enabling factor, and that some of its greatest challenges are universal, ubiquitous, equitable and affordable access to ICT infrastructure and services, and that if these are properly developed, adapted to regional, national and local conditions, easily accessible, and affordable, by using broadband and innovative technologies it is possible to accelerate the economic and social progress of the countries, as well as the well-being of all individuals, communities and peoples;
b)	that Sustainable Development Goals 1 and 9 presented at the 2015 Sustainable Development Conference of the General Assembly of the United Nations note in targets 1.4 and 9.c that:
1. 1.4	 by 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services and appropriate new technology, among others;
1. 9.c	significantly increase access to information and communications technology and strive to provide universal and affordable access to the Internet in least developed countries by 2020;
1. that, during the Forum of the World Summit of the Information Society held in Geneva from March 19 to 23, 2018, it was recognized that community networks operate through the participation of local communities in the design, development, deployment and management of shared infrastructure as a common resource that belongs to the community and is operated in a democratic manner, showing they are viable, affordable, and sustainable solutions to bridge the digital divide,
acknowledging
1. that the Resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Council on July 6, 2017, called "Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society", concluded, among others, that:
-	around four billion people remain disconnected from the Internet, and more than one billion do not have access to basic telephony services; 
-	it is unlikely that the majority of people in rural and economically disadvantaged areas receive the benefits of connectivity in the short term;
-	traditional Internet access models have failed to provide coverage to rural communities and marginalized areas, which represent almost 60% of the world's population;
b)	it is necessary to find new alternatives that can solve, in the short term, the lack of connectivity and telecommunication/ICT services in areas that do not have them or where they are not affordable;
c)	that in some Member States, small, non-profit and community operators, are new actors that have appeared in different regions as innovative alternative solutions to bridge the digital divide, solving communication needs in rural and remote areas that did not have them or where they were not affordable; 
d)	that it is necessary to analyze a series of regulatory models that allow, in those cases, small, non-profit and community operators to deploy the necessary telecommunications infrastructure to provide broadband connectivity to users in rural and remote areas;
e)	that these new actors require an appropriate regulatory and public policy framework to facilitate their existence and development, enabling them to support bridging the digital divide and achieving the targets established in the Sustainable Development Goals,
resolves
1	to encourage the participation of small, non-profit and community operators as new actors that provide alternative solutions to bridge the digital divide in those countries that have poorly served areas where investment and coverage is not planned or is not profitable for other companies, particularly in development countries, in order to provide coverage to rural, isolated and poorly served areas, as well as in indigenous communities;
2	to study the experience the Member States have had with the existence of small, non-profit and community operators in order to identify trends and best practices in the implementation of regulatory elements, public policy, planning, and spectrum allocation needed to facilitate the existence and development of these new actors,
instructs the Secretary-General
to carry out the necessary actions for the implementation of this Resolution,
instructs the Council
1. to release adequate financial resources to support and encourage the implementation of projects designed to meet the objectives of this Resolution;
1. to present a report to the next Plenipotentiary Conference on the application of this Resolution,
instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
1	to promote the dissemination of information, training and the exchange of best practices related to the variety of approaches to bridge the digital divide, including experiences of Member States concerning the existence of small, non-profit, and community operators in the Member States as an alternative to bridge the digital divide;
2	to support, advise and collaborate with the Member States seeking to implement or adapt regulatory frameworks, public policies to allow the existence and development of these new players;
[bookmark: _GoBack]3	to implement pilot projects in the Member States that request them, taking into account the resources available to the ITU, related to the aspects involving the deployment of telecommunications infrastructure and the provision of telecommunications services by small, non-profit and community operators in rural areas that are underserved or have unmet needs as mentioned in this Resolution,
instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau 
to promote studies on spectrum management models related to this Resolution, enabling and facilitating its compliance and execution by the administrations,
invites the Member States
to assist in the implementation of this Resolution.
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