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Introduction
The World Conference on International Telecommunications (Dubai, 2012) (WCIT-12) revised the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs). The 2012 ITRs entered into force on 1 January 2015.
WCIT-12 adopted Resolution 4 (Dubai, 2012), on periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations, recognizing e) of which states that "the International Telecommunication Regulations consist of high-level guiding principles that should not require frequent amendment, but in the fast-moving sector of telecommunications/ICTs may need to be periodically reviewed".
The Plenipotentiary Conference (Busan, 2014) adopted Resolution 146 (Rev. Busan, 2014), setting out steps for the preparation of a possible revision of the ITRs, and the Council, at its 2016 session, adopted Resolution 1379, establishing the Expert Group on the International Telecommunication Regulations (EG-ITRs).
Pursuant to Council Resolution 1379, between February 2017 and April 2018, EG-ITRs carried out a review of the ITRs. The Group submitted its final report to the Council session in 2018, noting in particular that there are two main points of view as regards the applicability of the ITRs. That does not, however, mean that those points of view are diametrically opposed and irreconcilable. It is simply the case that the proponents of each viewpoint emphasize that some apply the ITRs as being relevant to current conditions and levels of technological development, while others do not, on the grounds that the ITRs are not relevant.
Thus, if all the parties concerned agree on a single current text of the ITRs, it will as a result of such work be relevant for all Member States and telecommunication operators.
In this connection, Resolution 146 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) was reviewed by the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP) in 2018 and Resolution 1379 was reviewed by the Council at its 2019 session, with a view to undertaking a comprehensive review of the ITRs and achieving consensus on the way forward in respect of the ITRs.
Proposal
Bearing in mind that at present there are only two options for addressing issues arising from the application of the ITRs, EG-ITRs should decide which one of them is most acceptable to all Member States and focus on it as the main way forward at PP-22.
The first option is for all Member States to accede to the International Telecommunication Regulations (Rev. Dubai, 2012).
The second option is for a partial or full revision of the ITRs with a view to the adoption of a new version of the treaty by consensus.
In the case of a partial revision, a new consensus may be achieved by identifying and then removing certain provisions of the ITRs that are particularly difficult for Member States to apply. This would enable the Union and Member States to save resources by holding a "short" world conference on international telecommunications.
In the case of a full revision, as well as highlighting difficulties it will be necessary to identify new priority provisions to be included in the new revised text of the ITRs.
In view of the foregoing, EG-ITRs proposes that the way forward in respect of the ITRs should be decided as a matter of priority, namely:
–	the accession of all Member States to the version of the ITRs revised in 2012; or
–	the partial or full revision of the ITRs.
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