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	Summary

This document highlights the preparations towards the WSIS Forum 2021, including the open consultation process and other calls for action. 
Action required

Members are requested to note the information and contribute actively towards the WSIS Forum 2021 preparatory process.
References

UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/125; UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/1; www.wsis.org/forum 


WSIS FORUM 2021 (PREPARATIONS)
The WSIS Forum is the global multistakeholder platform facilitating the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines for advancing the Sustainable Development Goals. The final week of the WSIS Forum 2021 will be held from 17 to 21 May 2021, with virtual pre-events starting from January 2021 onwards. 
The overall theme of the Forum is “Building Back Better: ICTs for Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable Societies and Economies (WSIS Action Lines for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals)”. The agenda and programme of the WSIS Forum 2021 will be aligned with the WSIS Action Lines and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), highlighting the contributions and impact of ICTs to achieve the SDGs by 2030, particularly efforts and initiatives of digital cooperation in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
WSIS Forum 2021 Open Consultation Process (OCP):
The WSIS Forum is the only event of its kind where the programme and agenda are completely crowdsourced during the Open Consultation Process. The process aims at ensuring a participatory and inclusive spirit of the Forum and actively engages governments, civil society, the private sector, academia, the technical community and intergovernmental organisations in the preparatory process to ensure broad ownership and further improvements of the Forum.

The Open Consultation Process for the WSIS Forum 2021 is structured in five phases as follows:

· Phase I: 9 September 2019: Launch of the Open Consultations – The launch was held virtually to all stakeholders during the final week of the WSIS Forum 2020.  The recording is available at the following link: https://bit.ly/37NfbFx 
· Phase II: 6 November 2020: 1st Virtual Meeting – The first virtual meeting of the Open Consultation Process took place during the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) 2020. The recording is available at the following link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8d0fK7etVI
· Phase III: 1 February 2021, 14:00-15:00 CET: 2nd Virtual Meeting – The registration link is available at the following link: 
https://itu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tL3Nye1bS3ObOv1V10GYMw
· Phase IV: 8 March 2021: Deadline for Submissions of Official Contributions and   Binding Requests for Workshops 
· Phase V:  19 April 2021: Final Brief on the WSIS Forum 2021
Invitation letters to contribute to OCP for the WSIS Forum 2021 are available online in six UN languages here.
WSIS Forum 2021 Open Calls to Action: 
1. Open Consultation Process 
Please SUBMIT – Request workshops/exhibition space/speakers and provide inputs on the format and themes of the WSIS Forum 2021. I 
Deadline: 8 March 2021
2. WSIS Prizes 2021
Please SUBMIT your outstanding projects that leverage the power of ICTs

Submission deadline: 25 January 2021
3. WSIS Photo and Video Contest 2021
Please SUBMIT your photo(s) and video(s) that show how ICTs are playing an enabling role in achieving the SDGs. More information please visit www.wsis.org/forum 
Deadline: 8 March 2021
4. High-Level Track Facilitator (HLTF)
We invite you to nominate a representative for the HLTF that will facilitate the High-level Policy Session. Please submit the nominee to wsis-info@itu.int
Deadline: 8 March 2021
Updates on preparations for the WSIS Forum 2021:
1. WSIS Forum 2021 Hackathon 

WSIS Team and Global Coalition on Aging (GCOA) in collaboration with other stakeholders are jointly organising a Hackathon on ICTs and Older Persons for the WSIS Forum 2021. The Hackathon is calling on stakeholders to form teams to explore the use of ICTs in supporting healthier aging and the contribution of older persons in the economy, in particular, in the context of COVID-19 pandemic, highlighting aging in a digital world moving from vulnerable to valuable.
2. Special Tracks – WSIS Forum 2021
Upon request of the WSIS stakeholders, special tracks in various topics will also be organised throughout the WSIS Forum 2021. Please see below special tracks that have been confirmed to date while we await the conclusion of the OCP: 
· ICTs and Youth: WSIS aims to include youth perspectives and engage young people in discussions about how technology can provide opportunities to address some of the world’s most pressing issues and provides a platform where youth can offer their insights and understanding of the information society, its challenges and opportunities, and where they can raise questions but also propose solutions to harvesting the power of ICTs towards equally distributed social impact.
· ICTs and Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities and Specific Needs: the track aims to inform and observe how ICTs can help people living with disabilities whilst focusing on progressing towards the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. 

· ICTs and Older Persons: initiated for the first time at the WSIS Forum 2020, the track aims to address the role of technology for elderly people to improve their quality of lives.  

· ICTs and Gender Mainstreaming: the track aims to integrate and mainstream a gender equality perspective through the use of ICTs as well as to strive for 50/50 gender balance participation at the WSIS Forum 2021. 

· Cybersecurity: the new track will comprise sessions that align with the WSIS Action Line C5: Building Confidence and Security in the Use of ICTs. Cybersecurity is crucial to ensuring universal, trustworthy, and equitable access to connectivity.
· Extended Reality: the track aims to showcase innovative applications of extended reality on sustainable development.
3. WSIS TalkX

The WSIS TalkX is a platform, both virtual and physical, dedicated to sharing experiences and inspirational stories about ICTs for development (implementation of the WSIS Action Lines for Development) by stakeholders all over the world. The WSIS TalkX was initiated during the WSIS Forum 2019 and at the request of stakeholders adjusted as a continuous virtual series since April 2020. More than 30 physical and virtual sessions have been conducted, which have all been adapted to podcasts and are available to listen and download at WSIS TalkX Podcast. 
The WSIS TalkX this year have been conducted in a virtual format where WSIS stakeholders have highlighted their linkages with the WSIS Action Lines and SDGs, in particular, in relation to the global response to COVID-19. The interactive talk series is also an opportunity to hear from the globally recognized WSIS Prizes awardees, as well as from the partners of the WSIS Forum.
4. Regional Engagement and Outreach
Each year, the United Nations Regional Commissions report on their actions and WSIS work plans at the WSIS Forum Regional Commissions Meetings held at the WSIS Forum. The Regional Commissions are also encouraged to organise regional sessions in the appropriate UN language for the region at a convenient time during WSIS Forum 2021.

5. Call for Financial Support for the WSIS Forum 2021
WSIS Forum is organized on an extra budgetary basis. ITU membership and other WSIS stakeholders are encouraged to contribute to the WSIS Forum 2021. WSIS Forum 2021 partnership packages are available in all the six UN languages here: https://www.itu.int/en/itu-wsis/Pages/WSIS-Fund-in-Trust.aspx 
Relevant documentation, the format and timeline, agenda and registration can be accessed at www.wsis.org/forum
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