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	Summary
The document provides information on the recent activity of the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development in addressing data gaps in countries, using big data sources.
Action required
Members are invited to note the document and explore ways of further strengthening collaboration.





1. Background
Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) invited Member States inter alia to support, through relevant UN processes, the creation of synergies and institutional linkages between WSIS and the Post-2015 Development Agenda to continue strengthening the impact of ICT for sustainable development. Member States are also invited to contribute and closely collaborate with the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development as an international, multistakeholder initiative to improve the availability and quality of ICT data and indicators, particularly in developing countries.
2. Recent Activities and Progress Achieved 
2.1	ITU continues to be an active member of the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development and together with UNCTAD and UNDESA is one of the three members of its Steering Committee. Over the years, the Partnership has grown to a total of 14 partner organizations. The Partnership has been monitoring ICT development globally, tracking progress towards the WSIS Targets and raising awareness about the importance of ICT for development. 
2.2	The Partnership is actively engaged in monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that “the spread of information and communications technology and global interconnectedness has great potential to accelerate human progress, to bridge the digital divide and to develop knowledge societies”. Several SDG targets refer to ICTs and technology, highlighting the need to include specific ICT indicators in the monitoring framework. In the global SDG indicators framework, which helps to monitor progress, identify challenges, and guide policy makers, out of 231 seven ICT indicators are included, covering six targets under Goals 4, 5, 9, and 17. Five of the seven indicators are collected and disseminated by ITU. 
2.3	Building on the outcome of the WSIS 2020 session organized by the Partnership, where the need to address challenges related to data availability for the SDG indicators and to explore new data sources such as big data were highlighted, the Partnership organized a thematic session during WSIS 2021 on Measuring the information society using new data sources. ITU presented the results of its pilot project on using mobile phone big data for measuring the information society conducted in Brazil and Indonesia. The experiences from the two pilots highlighted how mobile phone big data can be used to measure the two SDG ICT indicators on percentage of the population covered by mobile signal, by technology and the percentage of the population using the Internet.
2.4 During the session, it was highlighted that big data is increasingly important to complement official statistics in the measurement of developments in the information society, so that relevant information is available for timely digital policies. However, countries are still facing challenges related to the use of big data, including limited or no access to private sector data, lack of skills to use big data in national statistics offices in many developing countries, and lack of the necessary infrastructure to host and analyze big data.
2.5 Partnerships with national stakeholders is key for successfully using big data. Efforts and experiences of countries and experts (such as UN Committee of Experts on Big Data and Data Science for Official Statistics (UN-CEBD) and ITU) can help build the capacity of developing countries. Use cases in other areas of ICT statistics need to be explored such as the use of web scraping to measure e-commerce and the digital economy.
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