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	REGIONAL ACTIVITIES TOWARDS ALIGNMENT OF WSIS AND SDG PROCESSES

	


	Summary
The document provides and update on the implementation of the WSIS process at the regional level in 2021 in collaboration with the Regional Offices, UN Regional Commissions, and other regional bodies. The document also provides information on activities planned for 2022  
Action required
Members are invited to note the document and explore the regional input towards alignment of WSIS and SDG processes.
________________
References
· The United Nations General Assembly Overall Review on WSIS (Res. A/70/125) calling for a close alignment between the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (Res. A/70/1)
· The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution 2021/28 on Assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society
· Reporting on the implementation of the WTDC-17 Buenos Aires Action Plan (including regional initiatives), and contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” 





REGIONAL ACTIVITIES TOWARDS ALIGNMENT OF WSIS AND SDG PROCESSES
Background 
Implementation of the WSIS process at the regional level is strengthened over the years through active contributions from stakeholders, ITU Regional Offices, regional organisations and the UN Regional Commissions. WSIS Secretariat is working closely with stakeholders at the regional level to leverage their participation in the WSIS process. 
In line with the General Assembly Resolution A/70/125, the UN Regional Economic Commissions continue their work in the implementation of WSIS and their contribution to the reviews thereof, including through regional reviews organised in collaboration with ITU and other UN Agencies.
ITU is working in collaboration with the UN Regional Commissions and other regional organisations to hold regional WSIS reviews, exploring the implementation of WSIS Action Lines and SDGs in the regions. These reviews serve as a platform to assess the national implementation of WSIS Action Lines and SDGs. ITU Regional Offices are also working together towards building the agenda and the programme of the annual WSIS Forum.
1. WSIS Forum 2021:
1.1. The WSIS Forum 2021 featured several workshops organised by the UN Regional Commissions to highlight their respective programmes and activities in each major region on promoting the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines. The workshops also provided an opportunity to share regional experiences and perspectives on the role of digital technology in a COVID-19 world. Please see below the list of regional workshops organised by the UN Regional Commissions:
· Monday, 19 April 2021, 16:00-17:00 CEST, Enabling Latin America and the Caribbean to Better Harness E-commerce and Digital Trade in Face of the COVID-19 Pandemic (ECLAC) Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/373 
· Friday, 23 April 2021, 16:00-17:00 CEST, Digital technologies as a driver of economic recovery (ECLAC & ITU), Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/375 
· Monday, 26 April 2021, 12:00-13:00 CEST, Implementation of WSIS Action Lines at the Regional Level: Digital Transformation in Europe and Central Asia (ITU and UNECE, Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/308 
· Tuesday, 27 April 2021, 13:00-14:00 CEST, Third Regional Consultative Meeting on Arab Digital Cooperation and Development - Consolidated Regional Policy Dialogue Platforms (ESCWA)  Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/369 
· Thursday, 20 May 2021, 14:00-15:00 CEST, WSIS UN Regional Commissions Meeting Round Table (ECLAC & ITU), Link: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/351 
[image: ]1.2 The UN Regional Commissions reported their activities in regions to strengthen the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines. UN ECSWA was appointed as the Chair of the WSIS UN Regional Commissions group for 2021-2022.
1.3 The outstanding outcomes of the WSIS Forum 2021 are also manifested in a good regional balance participation, which shown the commitment towards the WSIS process and the strengthening of the WSIS implementation activities to achieve the SDGs. 
2. WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes:  
2.1 WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes have also had numerous coordination activities related to exchange of promotion and databases with the regions, especially regarding the submission phase of the WSIS Prizes 2021. Namely, the accessibility projects collected by the ITU Office for the Europe region, and the submissions collected for the “Digital Excellence in Agriculture in Europe and Central Asia" by the ITU Regional Offices for Europe and CIS, together with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia, were also submitted for the WSIS Prizes 2021 and have benefited from additional global promotion opportunities provided by WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Forum. This joined effort by the regions was well appreciated, and similar activities are undergoing currently within the submission phase for the WSIS Prizes 2022 (deadline 21 January 2022). 
2.2 [image: Chart, text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Furthermore, following the WSIS Stocktaking bi-annual regional reports WSIS Stocktaking Regional Reports 2019-2020: ICT Projects and WSIS Action Line Related Activities to reflect accumulative effort made in the regions of Africa, Americas, Arab States, Asia and Pacific, CIS, and Europe, the fourth series of this regional reporting is planned for the period 2021-2022 and will be published during the WSIS Forum 2022. This international repository is a unique global tool for collecting information and annual reporting on information and communication technology related initiatives and projects, carried out by governments, international organizations, the business sector, civil society, academia and other entities. 
3. Implementation of WSIS by ITU Regional Offices:
3.1 ITU Regional offices are strengthening multistakeholder collaboration at the regional level to facilitate the implementation of WSIS. Reporting on the implementation of the WTDC-17 Buenos Aires Action Plan (including regional initiatives), and contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also presented in this document, show variety of activities the six ITU regional offices have undertaken towards WSIS implementation at the regional level.
3.2 All WSIS Process activities, including the WSIS Prizes, WSIS Stocktaking and inputs to the WSIS Forum are engaging with the regional layers. The WSIS Forum 2022 Open Consultation Process will also include a collection of inputs from regional and national WSIS related events.
3.3 We would like to draw your particular attention to the activities of the ITU Regional Office presented in the 2017 ITU World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17) convened in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 9 to 20 October 2017 and adopted the Buenos Aires Action Plan (BAAP). This document reports on the implementation of the BAAP from 2018 until September 2021, and the ITU Regional Offices contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). See Annex 1 of the Reporting document on the implementation of the WTDC-17 Buenos Aires Action Plan, for the Mapping linkages between thematic priorities, study groups, regional initiatives, SDGs and WSIS Action Lines.
For more additional information about the ITU Regional Offices implementation of WSIS at the regional level, please see Annex 1.
3.4 The ITU Regional Development Forums (RDFs) provide a yearly opportunity for dialogue between Regional Offices and decision-makers of ITU Member States and Sector Members on the activities carried out at the regional level. RDFs continue to engage regional stakeholders, help in developing partnerships, involve regional/international organizations and UN agencies. More information is available at: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Pages/regional-development-forums.aspx 
3.5 ITU Regional Offices continue contributing to the series of the UN Regional Forums for Sustainable Development, held on the annual basis in six regions, including those organized by the UN Regional Coordination Mechanisms and UN Regional Development Groups. ITU ROs have been advocating for an enabling role of ICTs for SDGs, advising on incorporation of ICTs in the UN development assistance frameworks and the projects delivered by other sister agencies, while developing strategic partnerships with regional counterparts and resident coordinators of UN system and other relevant stakeholders. 
3.6 All stakeholders are invited to participate in the regional events organised by ITU and regional organisations on WSIS and SDGs, to promote the WSIS Forum 2022, and to participate at regional WSIS sessions in the Regional Development Forums. Stakeholders are also encouraged to submit and share regional initiatives to the WSIS Stocktaking database and submit ICTs projects for the WSIS Prizes 2022.
4. Chair of the WSIS UN Regional Commissions group for 2021-2022
During the WSIS Forum 2021, UN ECSWA was appointed as the Chair of the WSIS UN Regional Commissions group for 2021-2022.
As the Chair of the WSIS Regional Commission Group, UN ESCWA has organised the Arab High-Level Forum & Conference on Digital Development & Digital Cooperation (AHLF&C) from 13 to 23 December 2021 in a virtual format. 


Annex 1
AFRICA 
Among many other activities undertaken by the ITU Africa regional team and having impact in countries, the following are all encompassing:
· E-Agriculture: ITU in collaboration with FAO has undertaken a Study on the Status of Digital Agriculture in 47 Sub-Saharan Africa Countries. The report aims to provide a holistic view of digital transformation in agriculture highlighting the need to leverage digital technologies in the agriculture sector to accelerate digital agriculture transformation.
· E-Health: ITU in collaboration with WHO and support from USAID, delivered a technical workshop on the role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and other technologies in digital health in June 2021. The workshop brought together policy makers, technical experts, academia, private sector, among others to discuss different policy dimensions that can strengthen digital health ecosystems and foster the adoption of technology such as AI in the health systems. 
Additionally, ITU in collaboration with WHO has kicked off a Digital Health Leadership Course hosted on the ITU Academy platform for professionals in the Health and ICT sectors supporting digital health programmes to build and strengthen capacity for improved digital health in the Region. 
E-Government: ITU together with different partners have initiated the GovStack programme that aims to support countries design and develop a Whole of Government Digital Services Platform. Under the Horn of Africa initiative, consultations have been undertaken to understand the Current Status, Opportunities and Challenges on digital government in the countries. The platform will support the delivery of high-priority digital services to all citizens in an effort to bridge the digital gap. 

AMERICAS
· Regional Office in the Americas, has carried out activities on connect the unconnected through appropriate technologies in coordination with the national ICT authorities, promoting digital inclusion reaching minorities (women, indigenous, youth, etc.) and favoring accessibility to ICT with like Americas Accessible events.
· Additionally the Regional Office in the Americas has provided guidelines and best practices on ICT policies and regulations to improve lives and transform societies through IPEC events; collaborated in Saving lives through ICT working on resilient networks, services and applications ready to use when disaster strikes and deploying Winlink services in several Central American and Caribbean countries, as well as early warning systems and developing National Emergency Telecommunications Plans; has worked in Create a better trusted cyberspace for all, building confidence and security in the use of ICT Support “Meaningful Connectivity” bringing access, including promoting the COP guidelines, and applications and services to accelerate SDG achievement like e-Agriculture and e-Health.
· The Regional Office in the Americas has promoted trainings and Digital Transformation Centres (DTCs), ITU Academy and Centres of Excellence; the Girls in ICTs with various partners in the region; the Americas Girls Can Code: ITU-Facebook project and virtual events, Various Cooperation projects with ANATEL, Indotel, Mintic- Colombia, among others and the ITU-Softex Project for youth.

ARAB REGION
The ITU Arab Regional Office is working closely with all relevant stakeholders to promote the achievement of the WSIS outcomes as well as the SDGs regionally and nationally.  Particularly, on areas pertaining to digital transformation, digital inclusion, connectivity, cybersecurity, and digital services.  Moreover, the ITU Arab Regional Office strategically engaged and partnered with the UN agencies and country teams along those themes.  This resulted in a number of achievements, notably the following: 
· a partnership with WHO to assist countries in the region in digital health national strategies contributing to WHO’s Regional Health Alliance
· a partnership with FAO to assist countries in the region to assist countries in the region on digital agriculture strategies, as well as formulating a regional project pertaining to smart villages (currently in they pipeline) in line with FAO’s 1000 digital villages initiative.
· A partnership with UNESCO to promote digital inclusion via the ITU-UNESCO Digital Inclusion Week that was held from the 28th of November to the 2nd of December 2021 that included partnerships with over 20 stakeholders across the region (further information can be found here: https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/ArabStates/Pages/Events/2021/DIW/DIW.aspx).  It should be noted that this Week was organized for the fifth year.
· [image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]A collaboration with UNESCWA to promote the WSIS outcomes in the Arab region by partnering to organize the Digital Cooperation and Development Forum that took place virtually from the 13th to the 23rd of December 2021.  ITU contributed by organizing three high level plenary sessions pertaining to promoting WSIS and the achievement of the SDGs, Cybersecurity and digital transformation in the Arab region.  In addition to high level participation in the Opening and other important sessions and sessions throughout the event. 
· [image: Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated]Co-leading the Joint Team on Technology and Innovation (JTTI) with UNESCO and UNIDO established within the UN Country Team for Arab republic of Egypt.  JTTI is a mechanism for the UNCT to foster collaboration among the UN agencies in Egypt on issues pertaining to technology and innovation with the aim of contributing to the national development goals of the government of Egypt. ITU is currently leading an effort to organize a series of ideation workshops to formulate multistakeholder national projects in collaboration with the government of Egypt represented by the Ministry of International Cooperation.  The first workshop is planned to take place end of January 2022 and in preparation for that workshop an interactive workshop was organized on the 28th of September 2021 to stocktake the current activities by the UN agencies in Egypt in this domain. 
· The ITU Arab Regional Office signed its first UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework with the UNCT and Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain.  Moreover, the Office is closely engaged in 12 out of the 19 UNCTs in the region, with the aim of engaging in all of them by the end of next year.
· Currently formulating two projects with the Ministry of ICT in Egypt pertaining to digital skills and smart villages that will target attracting partnerships with UN agencies in Egypt to contribute to Egypt’s Decent Lives initiative.
ASIA-PACIFIC
The ITU Regional for Asia and the Pacific works on the principle that ICTs are essential for meeting the SDGs through Digital Transformation of society, which is not possible without meaningful connectivity. Furthermore, we believe that the SDGS cannot be met without cross sectoral efforts, by partnering with all the stakeholders especially the sister UN agencies and in coordination with UN Resident Coordinator offices.  All ITU activities carried out in Asia and the Pacific are centered around this belief and principle. 
In this regard ITU has supported, and will continue to support, member countries in enhancing their digital infrastructure. Specifically, ITU has supported Sri-Lanka, Tonga, Cambodia, Timor-Leste, and Samoa in this area. As spectrum plays an important part in getting the people connected that can help in achieving many SDGs in particular SDG 3 Good health (through e-health), SDG 4 Quality Education (through E-Education), SDG 8 Decent work (through online working) and SDG 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities (through the smart sustainable city initiative) to name a few. 
In this regard, the ITU regional office for Asia and the Pacific assisted the membership in benchmarking two (2) regional studies on Spectrum management training in the Asia-Pacific region: A bespoke framework and Wireless Spectrum in Asia-Pacific for the 5G Era: IMT Spectrum Assignment Study were also conducted. To support digital Mongolia objectives, direct country assistance is being provided to assess the market readiness for future IMT2020 (5G) networks. A similar past assessment in Brunei led to creation of high level National 5G task force for a comprehensive national approach on introducing/adopting 5G networks and services.
To support the rural communities to meet all the SDGs mentioned above but specifically SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities, the ITU regional office for Asia and the Pacific supported Smart Village (Pakistan) and Smart Islands (Vanuatu) in Asia-Pacific region together with national governments and partners. Nine ITU Members from Pacific (Fiji, Papua New Guinea, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of Marshall Islands, Samoa, Nauru, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Kiribati) have expressed their interest in this programme. 
Many of these programmes are being developed with a diverse group of stakeholders, especially the sister UN agencies. ITU continues to work with OGCIO, TRBR, UNCDF and DITRDC (Australia) in supporting the implementation of Smart Islands in Vanuatu. ITU, together with FAO, is supporting Cambodia in developing e-agriculture strategy. ITU is also implementing digital agriculture component of EU funded project EU STREIT in Papua New Guinea together with FAO, ILO, UNDP and UNCDF.
To meet the growing demand of ICT professionals ITU has trained more than 2500 participants to develop intermediate and advanced digital skills through trainings and workshops. Three digital transformation centres in the region continue their mission to build basic digital skills and literacy at national level and have trained more than 36,000 participants.  To meet SDG 5 Gender equality, ITU has embarked upon special programmes and around 1400 girls and young women have been trained in digital skills during International Girls in ICT Day celebrations in Thailand, Indonesia, Bangladesh, and Pakistan.  
To increase the trust in the use of ICTs and to respond to any cyber incident, the CIRT framework has been strengthened through specialized country assistance in Kiribati. Fiji is being assisted in developing National Emergency Telecommunication Plans through a project supported by DITRDC. CIRT assessment is being done for Mongolia as direct country assistance.
In short, the objective of the activities and assistances by ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific to the member countries are based on meeting the SDGs through the use of ICTs.

CIS
Through the activities undertaken in the region, the ITU Regional Office for CIS continued to promote and advocate for the essential role the ICTs play in achieving the SDGs and aligning the WSIS action lines and SDGs. SDGs can be met by joining the cross sectoral efforts, partnering with all the stakeholders especially the sister UN agencies and in coordination with UN Resident Coordinators offices. All activities of the Europe Office follow the principle of aligning of WSIS and SDG processes thereby all actions may be recognized as a significant contribution. 
In this regard ITU has supported, and will continue to support, member countries in enhancing their digital infrastructure. Specifically, ITU has organized a series of dedicated regional training and events following high demand from membership (on spectrum management, VoLTE, 5G, Future Networks). Trainings on the ITU LMC toolkit (interactive last-mile connectivity diagnostic and decision-making tools) have been completed in Armenia and Kyrgyzstan. The LMC toolkit supports policy makers, regulators and communication operators to take a more holistic approach to planning, design and implementation of last-mile connectivity solutions, including in the underserved areas. ITU has organized a series of dedicated regional training and events following high demand from membership (on spectrum management, VoLTE, 5G, Future Networks).
Through a joint project with Rostelecom ITU created an International Research, Development and Testing Centre for new equipment, technologies, and services in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation (Phase 1 of the joint project with Rostelecom) and works towards connecting other countries in the region and building a distributed virtual C&I lab (Phase 2 of the project). IRDTC experts have developed technical reports (in Russian) on Network 2030, C&I labs, network performance, AR/VR testing, AI and QoS. These reports are open and available at the ITU website. The project complies with the Sustainable Development Goals No. 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 17.
Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs is an important priority for the countries of the region. With the release of the fourth edition of the Global Cybersecurity Index, ITU continues to provide advice to countries in the region. ITU’s Global 2021 Cyberdrill kicked-off on 15th September with an Interregional Meeting on Cybersecurity: Asia Pacific and CIS regions, where countries shared information on their national approaches and best practices. A major partnership emerged around cybersecurity in Kyrgyzstan with ITU and OSCE co-organizing the First National Cyberdrill in April 2021. ITU has signed a CIRT establishment project with the Government of Kyrgyzstan, the project will be equally co-funded by the ITU and the World Bank.
Capacity building in digital skills remains one of the highly demanded and impactful areas with many activities and projects, to name some. 
· ITU is implementing a project for the creation of digital skills centre for women and youth in Uzbekistan (in partnership with ZTE and IT Park of Uzbekistan);
· In Kazakhstan, ITU is working to create a smart educational ecosystem within the joint project with Kostanay Engineering and Economics University named after M. Dulatov. Some other activities in the Kostanay region included a hackathon for SMEs and a school training on cyber hygiene with over 200 attendants;
· In Kyrgyzstan, ITU has trained 144 informatics teachers including 129 women, in rural and remote areas, on programming and algorithmizing;
· In Uzbekistan, ITU jointly with the IT Part trained over 400 girls and young women in Ugrench and Khorezm regions on programming, graphic design and other subjects.
· Further effort are being made to ensure digital inclusion and digital skills trainings for people with disabilities. Specifically, ITU Regional office conducted a regional base-line assessment “Policy and regulatory frameworks for telecommunication/ICT accessibility for persons with disabilities in CIS countries”, a guideline document aiming at providing to ITU members and stakeholders of CIS Region with an overall information in the topic, share regional related good practices and strategies. The guideline document also targets to support ITU Member States in their efforts to implement ITU Strategic Goal Nr. 2 Inclusiveness and its target 2.9 that calls on members to ensure that enabling environments for persons with disabilities are implemented in all countries by 2023. Finally, this document provides information to support CIS region in the implementation of ICT/digital accessibility as a key element to reach the overarching goal of Digital Inclusion of everyone, regardless of gender, age, ability or location. Two online courses on “Web Accessibility - The cornerstone of digital society” and “ICT Accessibility - The key to inclusive communication” were localized in Russian language and are available for free on ITU Academy. ITU supported a series of workshops: 
· On September 20-25, 2021, in the Kyrgyz Republic Specialized Training Center for persons with disabilities in Bishkek (created with the support of ITU) held the Intensive refresher courses for secondary schools teachers of informatics in Bishkek on methodology for teaching people with disabilities and skills in using ICT;
· On November 15-16, 2021, in the Republic of Belarus "Experience of teaching people with deafness in ICT" workshop was held in the educational institution "Belarusian State Academy of Communications" with a support of ITU, Ministry of communications and informatization of Belarus on the basis of the Resource Center for training people with deafness (created with the support of ITU). The workshop was aimed to announce and highlight this important issue and also to train teachers in methods of teaching people with hearing and speech impairments in ICT. 
· ITU provided direct assistance in creating an ICT training center for young people with deafness and hearing loss in Uzbekistan in partnership with the Ministry for Development of Information Technologies and Communications of the Republic of Uzbekistan and IT Park of Uzbekistan. The Center started its operations in November 2021 and is aimed to provide education to young people with deafness and hearing loss, create an enabling environment for learning computer programming, increase student's interest in this area and provide basic knowledge in the field of IT and general interest to ICT sector. First groups of children of 13-19 years old are already enrolled in the relevant trainings. In the framework of this activity Recommendations on web-accessibility for government portals were developed and piloted for two Uzbek portals – “epark.uz” and “uzbekcoders.uz”. These Recommendations can be used to improve the accessibility of web-presence of government authorities, business, social services, universities and other organizations aimed at creating inclusiveness of web content for wide audiences.

Regional office for CIS Region actively contributes to regional and national coordination mechanisms, building strategic partnerships with UN Agencies, including FAO, WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNECE, UN Women, UNESCO, UNIDO, others.
In the CIS Region, ITU is part of Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan UN Country Teams (UNCT). Regular contact is maintained with other UNCTs in the countries of the region to raise awareness about ITU’s global and regional activities and explore potential areas of partnership. In Belarus, ITU engaged in the development of the Common Country Assessment (CCA) and United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) for 2021-2025. ITU also joined the UNSDCF 2021-2025 of Kazakhstan and of Uzbekistan, took part in the CCA Update in Uzbekistan and contributes to leveraging the joint effort of UN representation. In Russia, ITU cooperates with the UN Information Center and contributes to the UN Bulletin. In 2021, collaboration continued with the UNESCO Institute for Information Technology in Education and UNICEF Country Offices s in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan on Giga Initiative. 
The Regional Office for CIS is part of the UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia (UN-DTG4ECA), co-lead by ITU and UNECE and bringing together representatives of UN Agencies. The Group’s mandate aims at facilitating cooperation between different UN agencies in the field of digital transformation. It further promotes coordinated UN support to Member States in their implementation of the 2030 Agenda through ICTs. It strengthens information sharing on activities of the UN System in Europe and Central Asia, while providing support to the work of the Issues Based Coalitions and the Regional Knowledge Hub covering both the Europe and the Asia regions.
In March 2021, a special stocktaking report on the UN contribution to the digital transformation has been released on the occasion of a special crosscutting session held within the framework of the UN Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for UNECE Region held on 17 and 18 March 2021. The Regional Forum is organized every year by the UN Economic Commission for Europe, in close cooperation with the regional UN agencies, including ITU, to follow up on and review the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals – SDGs – in the UNECE Region. The stocktaking report is a living document, that provides a comprehensive overview of scalable initiatives and projects implemented at the national and regional level by the UN in order to advance digital transformation in the Europe and Central Asia regions. The stocktaking report has been updated for the UNDTG4ECA Thematic Workshop held in April in the context of the WSIS Forum 2021. 
ITU Regional offices for CIS and Asia-Pacific contributed to the 8th Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development “Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic in Asia and the Pacific”, held in March 23-26, 2021, online and physical in Bangkok. The Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development is an annual, inclusive intergovernmental forum to support follow-up and review of progress on the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals at the regional level, while serving as a regional preparatory meeting to the high-level political forum. The Forum provided a regional perspective on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda by identifying regional trends and sharing best practices and lessons learned.
A contribution from ITU side was presented to the UNESCAP Committee on Information and Communications Technology, Science, Technology, and Innovation that the 3rd Session (Virtual) on 19 to 20 August 2020.
ITU Regional office for CIS also contributed to the Fifth Subregional Forum on SDGs held on October 5-7 under the auspices of UNESCAP Subregional Office for North and Central Asia with a presentation to the Member States on the technology and innovation landscape in the North and Central Asia, with the focus on the role of partnerships supporting global and regional initiatives Giga, Connect2Recover, Child Online Protection, regional platform of Startups Central Eurasia, thus supporting ITU Member-States in achieving the SDGs. 

EUROPE
ITU Office for Europe plays an essential role at the regional level advocating for strategic role ICTs play in accelerating the achievement of SDGs and aligning the WSIS and SDG Processes per UNGA Resolution A/70/125. Europe Office proactively contributes to regional and national coordination mechanisms while strengthening strategic partnerships with a series of UN Agencies, including FAO, WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, UNECE, UN Women, UNESCO, UNIDO, others. Also, Europe Office leads two special task forces aiming to strengthen the UN contribution and support to the digital transformation in Europe. All activities of the Europe Office follow the principle of aligning of WSIS and SDG processes thereby all actions may be recognized as a significant contribution. All ITU Actions in Europe and Implementation of the ITU Regional Initiatives for Europe (January-November 2021) may be consulted in a special report available here. 
1. [bookmark: _Toc88383472]UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia 
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Description automatically generated]Digital transformation and ICT development can be achieved through fostered multi-stakeholder cooperation and inter-agency coordination. This will occur through the engagement of multiple stakeholders in the digital sector and the exchange of best practices within the UN system. Joint actions related to information and communication technologies for achieving the SDGs should be targeted to regional needs and priorities, in the view of strengthening the implementation of cross-cutting interventions by diverse agencies operating within the UN system. The ongoing reform of the regional UN Development System offers a unique opportunity for the UN System in Europe and Central Asia to achieve the objective of improved cooperation in the digital sector. 
This ambitious purpose set the foundations for the creation of the United Nations Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia (UN-DTG4ECA). The Group’s mandate aims at facilitating cooperation between different UN agencies in the field of digital transformation. It further promotes coordinated UN support to Member States in their implementation of the 2030 Agenda through ICTs. It strengthens information sharing on activities of the UN System in Europe and Central Asia, while providing support to the work of the Issues Based Coalitions and the Regional Knowledge Hub covering both the Europe and the Asia regions.
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Description automatically generated]In March 2021, a special stocktaking report on the UN contribution to the digital transformation has been released on the occasion of a special crosscutting session held within the framework of the UN Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for UNECE Region (more information on this session can be found under section 4.4.1 of this report). This living document provides a comprehensive overview of scalable initiatives and projects implemented at the national and regional level by the UN in order to advance digital transformation in the Europe and Central Asia regions.  The stocktaking report has been updated for the UNDTG4ECA Thematic Workshop held in April in the context of the WSIS Forum (more information on this workshop can be found under section 4.5.2 of this report). 
[image: Image]More information, including the 2021 work program and Stocktaking Report can be found at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Europe/Pages/Projects/DTG/Default.aspx 
[image: Image]In April a special working group has been established with the aim of coordinating the UN preparations for and contribution to the Western Balkans Digital Summit 2021 to be held in October 2021 in Montenegro. A series of interagency proposals have been elaborated and submitted to the steering committee. Working Group involves all UN agencies as well as UN Resident Coordinators of concerned countries.
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Description automatically generated]Within the framework of the UN-DTG4ECA and with the support of the UN Development Coordination Office (UNDCO), ITU Office for Europe held virtually a set of four Data Protection Executive Trainings for Resident Coordinators (RCs), Resident Coordinators Staff Office, and UN Country Teams (UNCTs) members, on the 26 and 28 October and 2 and 4 November. This training sessions were held in direct response to RCs and UNCTs specific request. Overall, more than 60 staff of the UN System at the national and Regional level were trained. Among others, countries covered included: Albania, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Russia, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan. Training sessions received special intervention of Karolina Mojzesowicz, Deputy Head of Unit of the unit responsible for data protection at the European Commission (DG Justice and Consumers) and Isabelle Servoz-Gallucci, Secretary of the Convention 108 Committee , Head of Data Protection Unit, DGI Human Rights and Rule of Law, Council of Europe.
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Description automatically generated]These trainings aimed at raising awareness on/ and providing elementary understanding of data protection, challenges and opportunities. It further aimed at providing relevant resources for future work and engagement related to data protection issues. In concrete, the workshop addressed and provided an overview of the following: practical examples of the application of data protection in everyday life; a brief history of the subject; the institutionalization of data protection; the main definitions related to this topic, with a focus on sensitive personal data and data subject and processor; the fundamental principles of data protection; individual rights; consent and interest and finally; notification requirements. 
The underlying objective of the Data Protection Executive Trainings was to share expert guidance on data protection, provide guidelines, and showcase regulatory frameworks of reference, including the GDPR, to ensure appropriate data protection and minimize unlawful exchange and use of perso nal information across countries of Europe and Central Asia. The trainings also constituted a valuable platform to share good practices and seek guidance towards a safer and more productive management of citizens, customers, institutions and companies' data at the national and regional levels. 
Training sessions were accompanied by a slide deck including executive notes. An online recorder lecture for self-paced training purposes will be soon available. A roster of experts on data protection will also be set for UN System at the national level in order to provide guidance or consultancy on data protection related matters. 
More information on the training sessions can be found at the dedicated webpage.
In addition, the UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia has been working on several interagency initiative resulting in concrete base line studies, paving the way towards concrete actions undertaken at the national level in the countries with the UN presence. Studies provide an essential support to the UN Country Teams in the implementation activities at the national level with engagement of ITU, therefore strengthening ITUs presence at the country level. The following is a selection of recent initiatives undertaken in collaboration with UN Women, FAO, UNICEF. 
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2. [bookmark: _Toc88383473]UN Brussels Team and TaskForce on Digitalization for the Sustainable Development Goals 
With the objective to strengthen its cooperation with the EU structures and collaboration on the ICT projects advancing the achievement of the SDGs, ITU has joined the UN Brussels Team (UNBT). UNBT includes 27 expressions of the UN across the development, humanitarian and political mandate, and is composed of agencies, regional offices, and departments of the Secretariat. 
Considering the new overarching priorities of the European Commission, the UN Brussels Team (UNBT) created various tasks Forces, allowing the agencies to have an informed and coherent engagement. Among the different task forces, the “UN Brussels Task Force on Digitalization for the SDGs” (September 2020) is co-facilitated by ITU Office for Europe together with UNIDO and UNESCO Office in Brussels and includes about 20 UN organizations. The UN Brussels Office also supports UN-EU high-level engagement and RCs/HCs missions to Brussels. 
[image: Image][image: Image]In December/January 2021, a special executive brief on EU programming was elaborated and serves as a guiding note for discussions of all UN Resident Coordinators with the Country EU Delegations on national priorities  in the field of the digital transformation. Between January and April, the Task Force (hereafter TF) organized a series of coordination meeting with DG INTPA, DG CONNECT, EEAS, DG NEAR, the Digital for Development (D4D) Hub Secretariat, and the UN Tech Envoy. These meetings allowed for a clearer understanding of the recently launched EU Digital Strategy, the ”Digital Compass”, the Digital for Development (D4D) initiative, and the UN Secretary General Roadmap on Digital Cooperation, in order to align approaches and find synergies between the EU and the UN. Moreover, UN Brussels facilitated a series of regional coordination meetings to facilitate programming exercise of EU INTPA. 
[image: Une image contenant texte

Description générée automatiquement]Within the course of May/June 2021, the EU Brussels Task Force elaborated the “UN Brussels Team Paper on Digitalization for the SDGs”. This paper constitutes a strategic note which provides the value proposition of the TF to advance the implementation of the EU Strategy on the Digital “EU Digital Compass”. It follows the structure of the 4 cardinal points from the EU Digital Compass to emphasis alignment with the EU Digital Strategy and suggest possible EU-UN synergies. This paper provides a brief overview of UN’s capacities and support to partner countries on digital transformation and position the UN as an important partner when supporting third countries in advancing on the digital transformation across the world. Within this context, the TF elaborated a list of concrete UN flagship activities which are in line with the Digital Compass, have the potential for scalability and provide concrete examples that may be useful in the context of the EU programming exercise. The TF also took the stock of all UN Processes and Fora related to Digitalization for the period 2021/2022 and identified its link to the Digital Compass.  These three aforementioned documents are primarily intended to the EU (DG INTPA, DG CNECT, EEAS, DG NEAR, DG ECHO, others.), and will pave the way for strengthened EU-UN collaboration. 
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On the 4th of October 2021, the TF hosted a “UN Brussels Team Briefing on Digital to EU Partners” with representatives of the UNBT, the Office of the UN Tech Envoy and the European Union (DG INTPA, DG CNECT, DG NEAR, EEAS, IDEA, the D4D Hub Secretariat). In follow up to the various meetings held in 2020-2021 with EU Partners, this meeting intended to:
· Identify synergies between the EU and the UN strategies on digital
· Consider a broader dissemination of the below listed papers for better information sharing
· Express views on how to concretely collaborate in the coming year
Overall, the meeting offered the opportunity to engage and exchange views on how the UN and the EU can better support each other in enabling inclusive and sustainable digital societies. This meeting was also the occasion to present the 3 aforementioned papers developed by the TF as the One UN contribution to the EU public Consultation on Digital Principles, submitted on September the 2nd, 2021.  Following this meeting, the need to have concerted discussion on a selected set of topics – either geographical or thematic – has emerged. The TF is currently elaborating a catalogue of dialogues to be finalized and endorsed by the EU in December 2021, for a start of the dialogue series in January 2022. This series will, among others, support the programmatic exercise of the EU in terms of digital.
3. [bookmark: _Toc88383474]Cooperation with the UN Regional Development Coordination Office for Europe and Central Asia and UN Resident Coordinators / UN Country Teams 
Pursuing the decision on strengthening the cooperation of ITU with the UN Sustainable Development System, ITU Office for Europe regularly coordinates its operations with the UN Development Coordination Office for Europe and Central Asia. 
In addition, several steps were undertaken in order to join, as non-resident agency, the workflow of the UN Country Teams, strengthening their capacities on digital. As of today, UN operates in nine non-EU countries, as follows: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, North Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine. Taking into account the capacity of the Europe Office, three countries, namely Albania, Montenegro, and Moldova, have been identified as the priority countries, and Georgia was added as a focus country. Support to other UN Country Teams depends on the necessity. 
Within this context, ITU is developing a series of "Digital Development Country Profile", which seeks to equip the UNCT, other decision-makers at the national level and international stakeholders with an overview of the various components of digital development at the country level. The Digital Development Country Profiles will benefit from inputs of all UN system becoming the guiding tool for future collaborative work. Such country profile has already been developed for Georgia, Moldova and North Macedonia. A country profile for Albania is currently under elaboration and will be finalized by December 2021. After which, a country profile will be elaborated for Ukraine. 
[bookmark: _Toc88383475]Albania 
ITU joined and signed the 2021-2025 UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) and 2022-2026 UNSDCF, and engaged itself to provide support in a range of areas, upon the need of the UNCT in order to achieve defined priorities. Potential areas include: ICT infrastructure leading towards universal access to internet and ICT services, digital skills assessment and national strategy, digital accessibility, e-agriculture, e-health, circular economy and implementation of smart cities, ICT centric innovation ecosystem development, CSIRT, child online protection, digitization of governmental services, capacity and fostering equal opportunities for girls and women in STEM sector. ITU Office for Europe follows regular meetings of the UN Country Teams. ITU Office for Europe also took part of the 2021 EU Annual Report. The Digital Development Country Profile for Albania will be finalized by December 2021, following which a special session on digital transformation will be held, with a special focus on providing guidance to the UN Agencies members of the innovation output of the UNSDCF.
[bookmark: _Toc88383476]Bosnia and Herzegovina 
In the follow up to the coordination with the UN Resident Coordinator, ITU will be joining the UNCT meeting to provide an overview of its work and intended support at the country level. ITU cannot join the UNSDCF formally until its next update. However, ITU will join the joint work plan for the period 2020-2025. 
[bookmark: _Toc88383477][image: A picture containing background pattern
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ITU joined the Joint Work Plan of the UNCT and takes active participations in the regular UNCT meetings. ITU contributed to the 2021 Common Country Analysis (CCA) and 2022 CCA. The “Digital Development Country Profile” for Georgia, available here, specifically focus on providing the knowledge basis to the UNCT in the context of rolling out the UN Roadmap for Digital Cooperation in Georgia. A special “Digital Transformation Session” has been held at the end of September with the UNCT Georgia to present the findings of the Digital Development Country Profile, with a special emphasis on remaining challenges to be addressed. The objective of this session was to pave the way for collaborative work advancing the national digital agenda. ITU, together with UNESCO Institute, finalized the Digital Innovation Profile for Georgia, with a focus on Artificial Intelligence, providing evidence-based country-specific recommendations. This profile will be published in Q4/2021. As a next step, the National Strategy for AI will be developed with engagement of the UNCT. 
[bookmark: _Toc88383478]Moldova
ITU signed the United Nations Sustainable Development Framework (UNSDCF) and takes active participations in the regular UNCT meeting. ITU is to support operations of the digital task force. ITU is currently in the process of conceptualizing intervention in the field of digital accessibility. To this end, ITU has joined the Interagency Disability Inclusion Task Force and RCO is currently identifying the possibilities for ITU to support agencies part of the UNPRPD trust fund. Other areas reported as of interest are the following: 5G implementation, regulatory field, cybersecurity. 
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]ITU is currently coordinating with UNDP Moldova to advance digital transformation at the national level.
ITU has finalized the elaboration of the Digital Development Country Profile for Moldova which is available here. ITU and UNDP also join forces to elaborate the “Digital Transformation Compact” providing a condensed knowledge of the components and related recommendations leading to digitally transform the country. The Digital Transformation Compact is available here. 

[bookmark: _Toc88383479]Montenegro
ITU joined UN Country Team in February 2021. While operationally, ITU has already started to provide inputs to the work of the UNCT and to coordinate all operations in the country. Elaboration of a New Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework has been postponed upon the request of the Government. New timeline is still to be provided. 
A series of actions are planned to be undertaken with the members of the UNCT, including those focusing on digital accessibility, child online protection, gender, connectivity. 
ITU is planning to hold a special coordination session “Digital Transformation in Montenegro” in Q1/2022. This session will aim to identify the key priorities related to digitalization and digitization processes in the country and the potential for collaboration among UN agencies on the digital component. Based on the 2021 Common Country Analysis, the session will focus on: ensuring resilient ICT infrastructure, digital skills, ICT Accessibility for persons with disabilities, digital inclusion, and innovation. 
Moreover, ITU coordinated with the UN Country Team to facilitate the preparations towards the Western Balkans Digital Summit which was held from 11 to 13 October 2021.  
[bookmark: _Toc88383480]North Macedonia 
ITU joined the UN Country Team. Within the framework of the UNCT Retreat, ITU held a special session on Digital Transformation and Innovation, providing a platform for all UNCT members to jointly reflect and strengthen digital components in the UNCT strategy towards achieving defined 2021 priorities. Prospects for specific actions might consider eHealth, connectivity, digital accessibility, digital skills, digital inclusion (youth and gender), digitalization of all governmental services.  Additionally, the office takes active participation in the regular UNCT meetings and took part of the Common Country Analysis for the period 2022.
[image: Background pattern

Description automatically generated]Upon the request of the UNCT and RCO ITU held a special coordination session on the 9th of June, “Digital Transformation Agenda - where and how UN should engage to support it? “, to provide guidance to the UNCT and related Results Groups in order to capture the full potential of ICTs as enabler to achieve the targets set in the UNSDCF and subsequently the SDGs. Subsequently, ITU finalized the “Digital Development Country Profile” for North Macedonia, which can be accessed here. 
[bookmark: _Toc88383481]Serbia
ITU joined the UNCT 2021 Cooperation Framework (CF) for 2021-2025 and engaged itself to provide support in a range of areas, upon the need of the UNCT in order to achieve defined 2021 priorities. ITU Office for Europe took part of the 2021 EU Annual Report for Serbia and 2022 Common Country Analysis. ITU is currently coordinating with UNOPS in Serbia to collaborate on a new 3 years project on Towards making cities smart and sustainable. 
Potential other areas of support include: digital agriculture transformation in the country, e-health, digital skills development for creating equal opportunities for girls and women in STEM sector, the national assessment on digital skills, capacity building to ensure access to internet for all, digital skills and digital literacy, child online protection, fostering the development of the digital innovation ecosystem, ICT infrastructure leading towards universal access to internet and ICT services, digital accessibility, and digitization of governmental services. 
[bookmark: _Toc88383482]Ukraine 
In the follow up to the coordination with the UN Resident Coordinator, ITU will be part of the upcoming Cooperation Framework. A special taskforce on digital will be organized at the level of the UNCT. A UN position paper might be produced in the year 2022, following the series of UN Policy Papers initiative. Europe Office continues to contribute to the UNCT work and meetings and participated in the 2022 Common Country Analysis. In that sense, ITU contributed to the UN Environmental Forum in Ukraine through the participation of a Youth Representative of the ITU Generation Connected – Europe (CG-EUR) Youth Group, to convey, among others, the messages of the Youth Declaration chapter on Environment. The Office for Europe also took part of the UN Policy Paper on Climate Change (to be published). 
ITU is also coordinating with UNDP Ukraine to advance digital transformation in the country.  
[bookmark: _Toc88383483]Turkey
In line with the coordination with the UN Resident Coordinator, ITU Office for Europe will be providing support to the UN Country Team upon request and need. Briefings for the UNCT on digital transformation are going to be held. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc88383484]UN Regional Forum for Sustainable Development for Europe and Central Asia, 17-18 March 2021
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Description automatically generated with low confidence]The Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for UNECE Region is organized every year by the UN Economic Commission for Europe, in close cooperation with the regional UN agencies, including ITU. In 2021 the forum took place on 17 and 18 March 2020 in a hybrid format and was preceded by virtual peer learning round tables from 10 to 16 March 2021. This yearly forum was meant to follow up on and review the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals – SDGs – in the UNECE Region. As the UN Agency for ICTs, ITU continues to advocate for the enabling role of ICTs in achieving SDGs. More information can be found at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regional-Presence/Europe/Pages/Events/2021/RFSD/Default.aspx
This year, ITU co-leaded and contributed to a series of side event and roundtables as follows:
Cross-Cutting session on Digitalization “Digital Transformation for Sustainable Development Goals in the Wake of COVID-19” on the 15th March 2021, from 10:00 to 12:30 CET, virtual.
The session covered three focus topics: ensuring universal digital inclusion, accelerating the digitalization of services, creating an enabling environment for digital trade. The Cross-Cutting session, resulting from the joint efforts of the UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia, constitutes an enhancing opportunity for stakeholders who directly contributed and benefited from the implementation of UN projects to share their experiences and effective best practices in the field of digital transformation for the SDGs. 
[image: A picture containing text, screenshot, businesscard

Description automatically generated]Side event on gendered digital divide: Digitally Empowered Generation Equality in the wake of COVID-19, 9th March 2021, 10:00-12:00 CET, virtual. This event, organized by ITU and UN Women, focused on sharing recommendations and best practices that addressed the root causes of the gendered digital divide. These recommendations and best practices were drawn from ITU and UN Women Digitally Empowered Generation Equality Report, that was launched during this session. The event also provided an overview of the current ecosystem when it comes to Women, Girls, and ICT in the context of COVID-19 in selected countries of the ITU Europe region.
[image: ]Roundtable on Cluster 1 “People”: Strengthening health, food and social protection systems towards COVID-19 recovery and resilience 10th March 2021, 14:00-16.00 CET, virtual. Session 1-1: Health and social protection
This session presented and discussed innovative ways on how governments have taken action to reduce the COVID burden, while aiming at sustainable development. Specifically, it focused on strengthening health governance capacities for emergency preparedness and bettering health securities and resilience building during and after COVID 19 to achieve the SDGs; strengthening social protection to avoid further impacts of emergencies; as well as strengthening intersectoral collaboration for emergency preparedness to build back better after COVID- 19. 
[image: ]Roundtable on Cluster 2 “Prosperity”: Building back innovative, inclusive and sustainable economies and providing decent and productive jobs for all 11th March 2021, 10:00-12:00 CET, virtual. Session 2-2: The socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on youth
COVID-19 impacted all segments of society, especially young people, who are disproportionately affected by the crisis. The roundtable showcased innovative governmental, youth and youth-led responses to address the challenges faced by the young people due to COVID-19. The central objective was to harness the rapid move towards digitalization to build resilient economies and communities, close the digital divide, enhance social cohesion and ensure that all young people benefit from a meaningful and inclusive digital world. In this context, a member of the Generation Connect-Europe Youth Group (GC-EUR)  shared its experience of its country and of other GC-EUR Members’ countries initiatives to tackle Covid-19 related issues directly affecting the youth.
Cross-Cutting Session on Digitalization: Digital Transformation in the Wake of COVID-19, 15 March 2021
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Within the framework of the 2021 Regional Forum for Sustainable Development, ITU-led, together with UNECE, a Cross-cutting Session on Digitalization: Digital Transformation in the Wake of COVID-19, which was held virtually on 15 March 2021 from 10:00 to 12:30 CET. The meeting benefited from English-Russian translation and captioning services. 422 registered participants from 127 countries took part in the conference and around 400 participants were online during the Session (including on livestreams on Twitter and YouTube).
U[image: A collage of people

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]N agencies which contributed to this session were members of the UN Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia (UNDT4ECA). This session focused on the urgent needs of accelerating digital transformation across different sectors as an immediate response to COVID-19. It provided an opportunity for representatives of UN agencies and partners to highlight a series of actions, activities, initiatives and partnerships that advance digitalization and digitization processes in capacity building and skills development, health, trade, agriculture, governance, and urbanization, among others. The session also highlighted the importance of meaningful connectivity, equal access to information and communication technologies (ICTs), as well as digital skills and literacy amongst different groups of society. 
Overall, this session aimed to promote the coordinated approach of UN agencies to support Member States in their implementation of the 2030 Agenda through ICTs. In particular, the session had a cross-cutting character and targeted all SDGs of the 2021 focus, namely: SDG 1, “No poverty"; SDG 2, “Zero Hunger"; SDG 3, “Good health and well-being"; SDG 4, “Quality education"; SDG 8, “Decent work and Economic growth"; SDG 9, “Industry, innovation and infrastructure"; SDG 10, “Reduced inequalities"; SDG 12, “Responsible consumption and production"; SDG 13, “Climate action"; and SDG 17, “Partnerships for the goals". Key points discussed during the session can be found in the Outcome Report, and its summary.[image: Graphical user interface, website
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5. [bookmark: _Toc88383486]ITU Office for Europe and the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum 
[image: Graphical user interface, application, website

Description automatically generated]ITU Office for Europe continues to proactively contribute to the WSIS Process. Both regional contests (Innovative Digital Solutions for Accessible Europe and Digital Excellence in Agriculture) have been designed in the way to create synergies with the ongoing WSIS Stocktaking/Prizes. A special publication on ICT Projects and WSIS Action Line Related Activities in Europe was prepared and released at the Regional Preparatory Meeting. In addition Europe Office facilitated two special sessions within the framework of the WSIS Forum 2021, as follows: 
[bookmark: _Toc88383487] ICTs for Inclusive, Resilient and Sustainable Societies and Economies (WSIS Action Lines for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals) – Europe Region 
Focusing on the Europe region, this thematic workshop held on the 16 April 2021 aimed to draw attention to the ongoing efforts of ITU and its partners in implementing the ITU Regional Initiatives for Europe, whose objectives are directly linked to the WSIS Action Lines and the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Therefore, achieved results effectively contribute to both WSIS and SDG [image: Image]processes. The workshop presented a series of flagship actions undertaken recently by the ITU Office for Europe in the areas of Connectivity, Digital Skills, Child Online Protection, Digital Accessibility and Digital Services through the presentation of a series of country-based case studies and best practices. 
Learn more about the workshop: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/307
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[bookmark: _Toc88383488]UNDTG4ECA: Driving the WSIS Action Lines to foster digital transformation in Europe and Central Asia
[image: Image]This thematic workshop held on the 26 April 2021 was organized by the United Nations Digital Transformation Group for Europe and Central Asia (UNDTG4ECA), and was facilitated by ITU and UNECE, co-leader of the group. This workshop built upon the Cross-Cutting Session on Digitalization, held within the framework of the Regional Forum for Sustainable Development, where increasing multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral and inter-agency coordination at national and regional levels has been recognized as key to capture the enabling potential of ICTs in achieving the SDGs. Through interactive panel discussions and the participation of multiple representatives of UN agencies, the workshop drew attention to projects, initiatives and efforts aiming at advancing implementation of the WSIS Actions Lines. This workshop also provided a platform for multi-stakeholder discussion on challenges and opportunities identified at the national/regional level. Each participating UN agency had the opportunity to draw attention to flagship initiatives advancing digital transformation.
Learn more about the workshop: https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/forum/2021/Agenda/Session/308
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The UN in Brussels shares the emphasis and attention of the European Union on the life-changing
opportunities offered by digital transformation. As mentioned in the Report of the UN Secretary-
General’s High-level Panel on Digital Cooperation, the role of digital technologies in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals goes far beyond simply promoting greater access to the internet. With
the right blend of policy, investment in infrastructure and human capacity, as well as cooperation among
stakeholders, digital technologies can revolutionize fields as diverse as health, education, governance,
economic empowerment, enterprise, agriculture, security, and environmental sustainability. The UN
aims at putting in place the conditions to realise this scenario, while also acknowledging and reducing
the potential risks posed by the fast and expanded use of digital technologics.




image19.jpeg




image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg




image22.png
Georgia
Digital Development Country Profile





image23.png




image24.png
Republi of North Macedonta
Digital Development Country Profile





image25.jpeg
m o unicef®

e cee UNWTO

wuey @ @ (e





image26.png
REGIONAL F{:RUM

ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR THE UNECE REGION

Py
5y
E E ‘&"’2‘ e





image27.jpeg
Wup




image28.png




image29.png




image30.png




image31.png
SLCOREA
ANQQRIS &
VYR





image32.png
@

UNECE

OUTCOME REPORT

Cross-cutting Session on Digitalization
tal Transformation for Sustainable
Development Goals in the Wake of COVID-19

15% March 2021





image33.jpeg
ICT Projects and WSIS
jon Line Related
Azt es in Europe

Regional WSS Stocktaking
Report 20192020





image34.jpeg




image35.png




image36.jpeg




image37.png




