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	Summary
This document highlights the WSIS special initiatives, a year-long activities enhancing the work of the WSIS Forum and its Special Tracks.
Action required
Members are invited to note the information provided in the document. 
________________
References
Draft Resolution A/C.2/76/L.5; UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/125; UNGA Resolution A/RES/70/1; UNGA Resolution A/RES/73/218; UNGA Resolution A/RES/75/202; ECOSOC Res 2021/28; PP-18 Resolution 140 (Rev. Dubai, 2018); PP-10 Resolution 172 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010); Council Resolution 1332 (Modified 2019); www.wsis.org/forum;





WSIS SPECIAL INITIATIVES
The WSIS Forum has proven to be an efficient medium for coordination of multistakeholder implementation activities, information exchange, creation of knowledge and sharing of best practices. With the objective to enhance the WSIS Forum and its special tracks, the stakeholders proposed to keep the conversation, network and outreach open all year long beyond the annual Forum. The WSIS Special Initiatives aim at contributing towards the achievement of the WSIS Action Lines objectives, to the annual WSIS Forum OCP, and the advancement of the SDGs.
Responding to the requests from the WSIS stakeholders, and the outcomes of the WSIS Forum, a new set of ongoing activities have been initiated, as following:
· ICTs and Gender Mainstreaming
In August 2021, WSIS launched a new repository called WSIS Stocktaking Repository of Women in Technology (http://www.itu.int/go/WSISGender). The initiative was derived from stakeholders’ request and resulted from the discussions of the ICTs and Gender Mainstreaming special track at the WSIS Forum 2021. 
This repository provides opportunities to connect with women leaders and practitioners in all sectors of the ICT industry from all regions and to engage in various activities on ICTs and Gender Mainstreaming, such as workshops, training courses, networking events, WSIS Forum, and others that aimed at fostering a dialogue on the use of ICTs as a means for implementing the SDGs. 
To promote the repository, WSIS has also launched the WSIS Gender Trendsetters to:
· gather inspiring trailblazers for gender equality all around the world and to create a community
· identify the current ICTs trends on gender issues to promote gender mainstreaming and equality 
· organise workshops for the ICTs and Gender Mainstreaming special track at the WSIS Forum 2022
· promote the WSIS Forum 50/50 gender balance challenge
· promote and encourage stakeholders to join the WSIS Stocktaking Repository of Women in Technology
· advocate for the inclusion of gender issues and gender digital equity in ICT discussions 
· ICTs and Older Persons 
This special initiative addresses the role of ICTs in combating age-based discrimination in the workplace, achieving healthier ageing, building smarter cities, ensuring the financial inclusion of older persons, and supporting millions of caregivers across the world and in digital inclusion across the generations to enable the Decade of Healthy Ageing 2020–2030. 
Following the successful launch of the WSIS Forum 2021 Healthy Ageing Innovation Prize, the special repository of solutions for ageing well with ICTs has been established and continues to call for submissions.
As an outcome of the WSIS Forum ICTs and Older Person’s Track, the stakeholders have initiated the creation of the WSIS Multistakeholder Alliance on ICTs and Older Persons across the generations to foster healthy ageing as part of the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing. 
· WSIS Youth Campaigns 
The WSIS Youth Campaigns strive to provide young people and to representatives of youth communities with a platform to share their vision for the efficient use of ICTs in enabling sustainable development, the challenges they might encounter on this path, and the solutions young people are already providing to their professional and personal communities. The activities of the WSIS Youth Campaigns aim to contribute to the purposes of the ICTs and Youth Track. In addition, it aims to foster a community of talented, ambitious, and diverse youth groups, whose work will be exhibited via the WSIS Forum.
The first generation of 12 WSIS Youth Campaigners have been chosen due to their ongoing work with the youth communities and proved dedication to development. They will be enhancing the WSIS Forum 2022 ICTs and Youth special track with the following three campaigns: 
· ICTs & Youth Empowerment
· ICTs & Business
· ICTs & Climate Change
· ICTs Against Hunger
The innovative applications of digital technology are key to transform the food and agriculture sector, address the new emerging global challenges and achieve the SDGs in line with the WSIS Action Lines. Each year several workshops and sessions are being organized at the WSIS Forum, including the highly recognized 2018 WSIS Hackathon #HackAgainstHunger organized together with ITU, FAO, and other stakeholders. WSIS continues to respond to the need of the e-Agriculture community by providing platforms for discussions, such as the recently held WSIS TalkX on Innovating Against Food Loss and Waste, and engagement with the FAO’s Global AgriInno Challenges. 
Based on the discussions with WSIS stakeholders, a new special initiative, the ICTs Against Hunger, was initiated to provide an ongoing virtual and physical pitching platforms for digital agriculture solutions, with special emphasis on sustainability and replicability for LDCs in combating hunger. This will enable finalists and winners of different hackathons and challenges, as well as the WSIS Prizes Winners and Champions in the category e-Agriculture, and other stakeholders contributing to this WSIS Action Line, to present their products and services to a wide range audience, including potential partners and funders.
_________________
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