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	Summary
The document provides information on the strengthened collaboration between the ITU Study Groups and the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting the engagement of Study Groups towards the WSIS Forum 2022.
Action required
Members are invited to note the document and explore ways of further strengthening collaboration.
_______________
References
Draft Resolution A/C.2/76/L.5; UNGA Res. A/70/125; UNGA Res. A/70/1; UNGA Res. 60/252; ECOSOC Res. 2021/28; ECOSOC Res. 2020/12; CWG-WSIS&SDG-36-C-0013; CWG-WSIS&SDG-36-C-0020; 1/479 and 2/434; SG01-C-0480/en and 2/435; SG01-C-0481/en and 2/436; SG01-C-0482/en and 2/437





ITU SECTORS STUDY GROUPS ACTIVITIES RELATED TO THE WSIS AND SDG PROCESS
The document provides information on the strengthened collaboration between the ITU Study Groups and the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting the engagement of Study Groups towards the WSIS Forum 2022. It also reflects on the collaborative efforts between the Study Groups and the WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes.
ITU-D
Exploring synergies with the WSIS Process and WSIS Forum:
WSIS secretariat has been providing regular briefings and updates on the WSIS Process to the Study Groups. During the ITU-D Study Group 1 Plenary and Rapporteur Group meetings on 11 - 15 October 2021 [E-Meeting], and the ITU-D Study Group 2 Plenary and Rapporteur Group meetings on 18 - 22 October 2021 [E-Meeting], the WSIS secretariat had presented the documents which were noted with appreciation by the ITU-D Membership. In particular, documents covered the recent activities, outcomes and preparations related to WSIS, including preparations towards the WSIS Forum 2022 (Documents SG1RGQ/443 and SG2RGQ/340), outcomes and engagements of the study groups in the WSIS Forum 2021 (Documents SG1RGQ/444 and SG2RGQ/341), ITU’s contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Outcomes for 2021 and ITU roadmaps C2, C5 and C6 (Documents SG1RGQ/445 and SG2RGQ/342), WSIS Forum special tracks and its activities (Documents SG1RGQ/446 and SG2RGQ/343), WSIS Prizes 2021 and 2022 (Documents SG1RGQ/447 and SG2RGQ/344), and WSIS Stocktaking 2021 and 2022 (Documents SG1RGQ/448 and SG2RGQ/345).
Documents SG1RGQ/443 and SG2RGQ/340 highlighted the preparations towards the WSIS Forum 2022, including the open consultation process and other calls for action. The SGs were encouraged to actively contribute to all activities and calls for action of the WSIS process, including the WSIS Forum, WSIS Stocktaking, and WSIS Prizes and use their outcomes in the work of the Study Groups. 
The documents were noted by SG1 and the Chairman noted the update on WSIS as reflection of the common topics with the work in study groups as well as with BDT at large (Report of the ITU-D Study Group 1 Plenary Meeting).
The SG2 meeting also appreciated the presentations on WSIS by the secretariat, and the Chairman invited to consider these documents to explore future collaboration with the WSIS platform, as well as to contact the WSIS and SG Secretariats for any session proposal in preparation for the next WSIS Forum 2022 (Report of the ITU-D Study Group 2 Plenary Meeting).
Discussions on further collaboration with ITU-D Study Groups and WSIS Forum 2022 are ongoing.
ITU-T
Engagements of ITU-T Study Groups with WSIS Action Lines and SDGs
ITU-T Study Groups continue their developments and activities in line with the relevant WSIS Action Lines and SDGs and are following the roadmap for ITU’s activities to help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
For the entire set of ITU-T Study Groups Questions that came into force in January 2021, ITU-T study groups provided assignments of the Questions to the WSIS Action Lines, and to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
WSIS Action Lines C2, C5, and C6 are the main WSIS Actions Lines for ITU-T study groups, addressing subjects such as ICTs, security and cybersecurity for building confidence and security in the use of ICTs, conformance and interoperability, accessibility, ICT infrastructure, and enabling environment, while some study groups activities and results exist also for other WSIS Action Lines, among them C4, C7 and C9 on e-learning and capacity building, e-health, environmental aspects, ICT applications, and media. Detailed results are contained in the annual reports of the “ITU Contribution to the Implementation of WSIS Outcomes, taking into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. 
Discussions are ongoing to seek support of ITU-T study groups for organizing sessions at WSIS Forum 2022; with already positive indication by ITU-T SG9 and SG15.
ITU-R
[bookmark: _Hlk81237193]Engagements of ITU-R Study Groups with WSIS Action Lines and SDGs
ITU-R Study Groups are fully committed with the WSIS Action Lines and keep working hard to achieve them with the development and publication of ITU-R Recommendations, Reports and Handbooks.
In response to Resolution ITU-R 61-2 “ITU-R’s contribution in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, the Radiocommunication Bureau continues to work on WSIS implementation and follow-up activities within its mandate as well as in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). BR SGD has produced and published a list ITU-R publications directly relevant to the specific SDGs that can be found here.
Besides the two Regional Radiocommunication Seminars conducted: RRS-21-Americas (26 April – 7 May 2021) and RRS-21-Africa (5-16 July 2021), a third Regional Radiocommunication Seminar was organized from 11 to 22 October 2021 for the Asia and Pacific Region (RRS-21-Asia-Pacific). The Seminar concluded with a Forum on “Radiocommunication Trends: Opportunities and Challenges for the Asia-Pacific Region”.
Following the WSIS TalkX organized in collaboration with the Radiocommunication Sector on Improving connectivity by using (satellite and terrestrial) radiocommunications in small island states and developing countries as part of the WSIS Forum 2021, that aimed to explore the initiatives of small island states and developing countries in improving connectivity by using radiocommunications, and to examine the use of space and satellite services, as well as terrestrial, fixed and mobile, licensed and unlicensed services to build the foundations of the digital era, ITU-R Study Groups 1, 4 and 5 continued working hard to provide new technologies and best solutions for developed and developing countries. The most recently approved outputs produced by ITU-R Study Groups are updated on a regular basis and can be found here.
ITU-R Study Group 7 continued its work to contribute to the achievement of WSIS Action Line C6 on enabling environment, following the WSIS TalkX on New Technologies and Innovations for Ocean Conservation organized by ITU-R on the occasion of the World Oceans Day 2021, highlighting some examples of innovative initiatives making use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) to protect oceans and to overcome challenges and strengthen efforts to mobilize and drive solutions towards the achievement of SDG 14 “Life below water”. 
Discussions on further collaboration with ITU-R Study Groups and WSIS Forum 2022 are ongoing.
__________________
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