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	Purpose
The document provides information on the strengthened collaboration between the ITU Study Groups and the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting the engagement of Study Groups in WSIS Forum.
Action required
Members are invited to note the document and explore ways of further strengthening collaboration.
____________________________________
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The document provides information on the strengthened collaboration between the ITU Study Groups and the WSIS Process and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, highlighting the engagement of Study Groups towards the WSIS Forum. It also reflects on the collaborative efforts between the Study Groups and the WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes. Discussions on further collaboration with ITU-D, ITU-T, and ITU-R Study Groups and WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event are ongoing.
Engagements of ITU Study Groups with WSIS Action Lines and SDGs and exploring synergies with the WSIS Process and WSIS Forum
ITU-D
WSIS secretariat has been providing regular briefings and updates on the WSIS Process to the Study Groups. For the upcoming Meting of the ITU-D Study Group 1 taking place on 23-27 October 2023, and Meeting of ITU-D Study Group 2 taking place on 30 October - 3 November 2023, in Geneva, Switzerland, the WSIS secretariat will be presenting outcomes and highlights of the WSIS Forum 2023, WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes 2023, and preparations towards the WSIS+20 Forum High-Level Event, taking place in 2024, with new calls for WSIS Stocktaking and WSIS Prizes, and other relevant WSIS and SDG activities. In addition, contributions will also cover outcomes and engagements of the study groups in the WSIS Forum, and ITU’s contribution to the implementation of the WSIS Outcomes for 2023. 
During the WSIS Forum 2023, a session ITU Members driving ICT/digital accessibility to build a digitally inclusive world for all was organized by ITU members and led by the management team of the ITU Development Bureau Study Group 1 on Question 7, discussing the topic of Telecommunication /ICT accessibility enabling inclusive communication for all, especially for persons with disabilities and persons with specific needs.
Study Groups will be encouraged to actively contribute to all activities and calls for action of the WSIS process, including the WSIS Forum and its 2024 Open Consultation Process, WSIS Stocktaking, and WSIS Prizes and use their outcomes in the work of the Study Groups. 
ITU-T
ITU-T Study Groups continue their developments and activities in line with the relevant WSIS Action Lines and SDGs and are following the roadmap for ITU’s activities to help achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
WSIS Action Lines C2, C4, C5, and C6 are the main WSIS Actions Lines for ITU-T study groups, addressing subjects such as ICTs, security and cybersecurity for building confidence and security in the use of ICTs, conformance and interoperability, accessibility, ICT infrastructure, and enabling environment, while some study groups activities and results exist also for other WSIS Action Lines, among them C7 and C9 on e-learning and capacity building, e-health, environmental aspects, ICT applications, and media. Detailed results are contained in the annual reports of the “ITU Contribution to the Implementation of WSIS Outcomes, taking into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”. 
During the WSIS Forum 2023, several sessions were discussing the work of ITU-T Study Groups, including ITU-T Study Group 15 Workshop - Importance of international standards for the deployment of fibre optic broadband network infrastructure (Part 1, Part 2, Part 3), Enabling the Net Zero Transition – Harnessing ICT solutions to reduce GHG emissions, while other sessions benefitted from moderation and participation of ITU-T Study Groups Chairs, Vice-Chairs and members, including Embracing Biodiversity – How the ICT sector can go beyond COP 15, Sustainable Batteries - The building blocks of a circular economy, Gender Responsive Standards, and the Mayors High-Level Dialogue on Digital Solutions for Building People-centered Resilient Smart Cities for Better Climate Change Adaptation and Achieving the SDGs.
ITU-R 
ITU-R Study Groups are fully committed with the WSIS Action Lines and keep working hard to achieve them with the development and publication of ITU-R Recommendations, Reports and Handbooks.
In response to Resolution ITU-R 61-2 “ITU-R’s contribution in implementing the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, the Radiocommunication Bureau continues to work on WSIS implementation and follow-up activities within its mandate as well as in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). BR SGD has produced and published a list ITU-R publications directly relevant to the specific SDGs that can be found here.
_____________________
	https://council.itu.int/working-groups
		CWG-WSIS&SDG-39/16	1



	DPS 528178
		CWG-WSIS&SDG-39/16	1



image1.png
ITUCOUNCIL

GENEVE2023





