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	Subjects discussed
	Documents

	1
	Collaboration with the United Nations system
	C24/55, C24/77

	2
	ITU’s role in implementation of the “Space2030” agenda
	C24/36

	3
	Official visit by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
	-





1	Collaboration with the United Nations system 
(Documents C24/55 and C24/77)
[bookmark: _Hlk169126367]1.1	A representative of the General Secretariat introduced Document C24/55, which contained a report on ITU's collaboration with the United Nations system, presenting highlights of ITU’s contributions to and engagement in major United Nations conferences, processes, relevant inter-agency networks and workstreams on digital themes, and with other international intergovernmental processes, including on standards development. 
1.2	The councillor from Australia presented Document C24/77, which provided an update on ICT-related Pacific intergovernmental processes, in particular the actions being undertaken in pursuance of the Lagatoi Declaration on Digital Transformation of the Pacific, which charted a shared path towards digital transformation in the Pacific region. An ITU-delivered study supported by Australia had recently commenced to assess the Pacific’s unique telecommunication and ICT development needs and priorities, which would provide direct technical assistance to Pacific ITU Member States and ultimately examine options to strengthen ITU's ability to provide tailored and targeted support for the region to meet those needs and priorities.
1.3	The councillor from Brazil, after outlining the priorities of the current Brazilian presidency of the G20, said that ITU was a partner of the G20 in matters such as digital inclusiveness and universal connectivity, with a focus on exploring guidelines for the development of a set of comparable indicators and metrics that would underpin efforts to close connectivity gaps, as well as innovative financing mechanisms that could be facilitated by multilateral financing agencies to help advance towards the goal of universal and meaningful connectivity by 2030. The Union had already participated in two workshops, on artificial intelligence (AI) for sustainable development and on universal indicators, and ITU representatives were also taking part in ongoing technical discussions, contributing relevant expertise and information.
1.4	Many councillors and one observer expressed appreciation for the secretariat's report and commended the role played by ITU at international forums. The Union played a critical role in advancing cooperation and collaboration and in ensuring the harmonization and integrity of ICT systems worldwide. Its work was particularly important for developing countries and least developed countries. One observer said that it was to be hoped that the commendable success of the Pacific ICT Ministerial Dialogue would inspire similar dialogues in other regions of the world.
1.5	A number of councillors and one observer expressed support for ITU's efforts to engage in the development of the Global Digital Compact (GDC) and the Summit of the Future and called for the definition of a stronger and more meaningful role for ITU, as the United Nations specialized agency for ICT, in the GDC, particularly in the light of the significance of its work in such areas as standardization, AI and narrowing the digital divide, which should be highlighted. The Union's involvement with previous United Nations initiatives was proof of its ability to contribute to the GDC's success, and there should be a focus on coordination and synergy between ITU and Member States so as to ensure commensurate status for ITU in the GDC framework and that its rights in that respect were defended. One councillor said that the importance of the role played by ITU for the GDC had been highlighted at the summit of the G77 and China in Havana in 2023, while another said that his country had emphasized the importance of the role of ITU in relation to the GDC in interactions with other countries.
1.6	The representative of the General Secretariat said that reference to ITU's participation in the G77 and China in Havana would be included in § 9 of the report. The negotiation process in relation to the role of ITU in the GDC was driven by Member States, which it was hoped would collaborate to give clear expression in the process to the importance of the Union's role. There was considerable support in the United Nations system for ITU to play a significant role, as the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) had indicated.
1.7	The Council noted the report in Document C24/55.
1.8	Regarding Document C24/77, the Council noted the update on ICT‑related Pacific intergovernmental processes and encouraged ITU members to take note of the identified priorities when collaborating with their Pacific counterparts in the coming years.
2	ITU’s role in implementation of the “Space2030” Agenda (Document C24/36)
[bookmark: _Hlk169542377]2.1	A representative of BR introduced Document C24/36, which contained the three reports requested under Resolution 218 (Bucharest, 2022), on ITU’s role in the implementation of the “Space2030” Agenda. The first report, in Annex 1, related to the status of the plans governed by Appendices 30, 30A and 30B of the Radio Regulations; the second, in Annex 2, to ITU’s role in the implementation of the "Space2030" Agenda; and the third, in Annex 3, to sessions of the Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities (UN-Space).
2.2	In regard to the space plans, the Resolution 559 process initiated by the World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC) at WRC-19 and concluded by WRC-23 had seen 41 countries have new or improved resources entered into the broadcasting-satellite service and associated feeder-link plans in Appendices 30 and 30A of the Radio Regulations; only Montenegro now remained without assignments in those plans. Likewise, the approval of Resolution 126 (WRC-23) had provided the possibility for administrations to restore degraded reference situations of their allotments in the fixed-satellite service plan in RR Appendix 30B, and nine ITU Member States had obtained their national allotments in that plan at WRC-23. Seven Administrations as well as the State of Palestine remained without an allotment in the plan. 
2.3	Many councillors expressed appreciation for the report and for ITU's efforts to implement the "Space2030" Agenda. The accessibility of the information on the Space Sustainability Gateway webpage to users with a non-technical background was commendable, and it was important for Member States and Sector Members to contribute the information required for such platforms and activities. One councillor expressed appreciation for the guidance offered by BR in the application of Resolution 559 (WRC-19) for the modification of her country's orbital allocation.
2.4	Several councillors underscored the pressing need to ensure that all countries enjoyed equitable access to space resources. The space divide needed to be addressed through updated provisions in respect of both procedures and technical parameters. Giving priority to national sovereign networks over regional and global networks would support countries around the world in becoming active in space. It was necessary to step up support for developing countries, in particular in accessing economically viable orbital resources, including non-geostationary-satellite orbits, and by enhancing training and knowledge building to empower some countries to effectively manage and utilize available resources.
2.5	Responding to questions from councillors, the representative of BR said that a summary of views exchanged at the ITU Space Sustainability Forum scheduled on 10 and 11 September 2024 to take stock of replies to Circular Letter CA/272, which was envisaged as an opportunity for discussions in a non-statutory format, would be provided to ITU-R working parties to facilitate their work; it was not intended that the forum would duplicate the working parties' efforts. The potential implications for the sustainable use of space of the increased usage of No. 4.4 of the Radio Regulations was an issue of central concern for the Radio Regulations Board and was also being discussed by an ITU-R working party tasked with preparing WRC. All members were invited to contribute to discussion of that issue through their contributions to the working party in question. 
2.6	The Council noted the report in Document C24/36.
3	Official visit of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
[bookmark: _Hlk169555952]3.1	The Chair said it was a great honour for the ITU Council to receive the visit of H.E. Mr Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations.
3.2	The ITU Secretary-General, after welcoming the United Nations Secretary-General to ITU, delivered the address available at: 
https://www.itu.int/en/osg/Pages/Speeches.aspx?ItemID=52. 
3.3	The United Nations Secretary-General delivered the address available at: 
https://www.itu.int/hub/2024/06/un-secretary-general-remarks-to-itu-council/.
3.4	The Chair thanked the United Nations Secretary-General for his inspiring address and invited him to answer questions from Member States representing six different ITU regions.
3.5	The councillor from Mexico, representing the Americas region said that it was essential to ensure the meaningful participation of all stakeholders in our shared digital future, especially women and girls. She therefore asked how the United Nations leadership, including in processes such as the Global Digital Compact and the Summit of the Future, would encourage better coordination and gender mainstreaming across the United Nations system, while avoiding duplication of efforts and taking into consideration the unique role played by ITU.
3.6	The United Nations Secretary-General said that gender equality was one of the main priorities of his mandate. Gender inequality was essentially a problem of power in societies, where there was a strong patriarchal presence and a dominant masculine culture. As a result of one of the first decisions he had taken on becoming Secretary-General, full gender parity had now been achieved among the senior officials of the United Nations and was expected to be achieved soon among United Nations resident coordinators in Member States. The objective of full parity throughout the United Nations system would hopefully be fulfilled by 2028, except in the field in a few particularly difficult areas. 
3.7	However, in view of the continuing patriarchal nature of some societies, the current pushback on gender equality and the importance of technological development, especially AI, in shaping future power structures, he was very concerned that the world was still dominated by men. That was borne out by the number of men currently being trained as engineers, leading start-ups and AI companies, and developing algorithms, which had become an essential component of the distribution of global power. 
3.8	There was a structural risk that gender inequality would become more accentuated in the future unless everyone worked hard to avoid that outcome. It was thus a matter that should be accorded priority in the GDC and in the activities of ITU. 
3.9	The need to counter gender bias in algorithms was illustrated by the story of the wife who, on inquiring why she had a lower limit on her credit card than her husband despite being wealthier, was told that it was based on the result of an algorithm. It was essential to use all the tools available and to invent new ones to guarantee gender equality in the most powerful tool in the world for transforming power and societies, namely AI. 
3.10	The councillor from the United Kingdom, representing the Western Europe region, noted that ITU and other agencies in Geneva were delivering excellent work on the digital agenda and had long-established expertise, and asked how it could be ensured that the Global Digital Compact complemented that work without creating fragmentation and duplication.
3.11	The United Nations Secretary-General said that although they were based in different cities and on different continents, the United Nations agencies were one entity that must work together to deal with game-changing challenges like climate change and AI. To do such work it was necessary not only to develop existing institutional capacity, but to establish new mechanisms, such as a United Nations body on AI, that should be supported by ITU, UNESCO and the Executive Office of the Secretary‑General. It was clear that a much greater effort was required in terms of capacity building in the developing world, an area in which ITU had the best capability; other entities could cooperate with ITU, with the Union leading in areas such as standard setting and interoperability.
3.12	Broad political discussion would also be necessary on AI-related issues such as weaponization, autonomous weaponry and regulation, including on whether nuclear weapons should be controlled by AI and how to deal with problems in outer space; there were clearly governance gaps where traditional mechanisms of regulation no longer worked. Flexible dialogue with different stakeholders through forums along the lines of WSIS would allow for the exchange of best practices and discussion of the new problems created by AI.
3.13	There were societal aspects to be considered, too, that were currently difficult to define, but for which, as with climate change, efforts and capacities must be united and, in which, as the United Nations Secretary-General, he must play a part. In the area of climate change, great work was already being done by the World Meteorological Organization and United Nations Environment Programme in cooperation with his own Climate Action Team. A similar mechanism should be created for AI directly linking the Executive Office of the Secretary-General with all the key agencies concerned, in which ITU should play a central role.
3.14	He was thus against any form of duplication, but there was a new generation of problems requiring new ways of working together and the competencies and mandates of Geneva-based organizations would be essential for that work. 
3.15	The councillor from Azerbaijan, representing the Eastern Europe and North Asia region, wished to ask, looking ahead to the upcoming overall review of the implementation of the WSIS outcomes in 2025 and to the Global Digital Compact to be agreed upon in September 2024, what the United Nations Secretary‑General’s vision was with regard to the relationship between those instruments and their future co‑existence, especially taking into account the linkage between the WSIS process and achievement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and, recognizing that many of the ambitious but critical goals of WSIS had yet to be achieved, whether it was necessary to develop a new document that aimed essentially at the same goals.
3.16	The United Nations Secretary-General said that the GDC was part of the Summit of the Future, which, essentially, would attempt to respond to the current deficit of governance capacity in multilateralism. Thus, the summit would concern not only the digital world, but everything, and everything was interconnected. The New Agenda for Peace to be discussed at the summit covered issues linked to AI, such as peace, new weapons, and how to deal with emergencies. The COVID-19 pandemic had demonstrated that the global community’s ability to respond to emergencies was limited. New global governance mechanisms must be sought to ensure a better response to emergencies, and AI would have a role to play in that regard.
3.17	There were governance problems in relation to the global financial architecture. The Summit of the Future would analyze such problems with a view to making the financial architecture more just, more effective, and more representative of today’s economy. There were also governance problems in relation to AI and the digital world that would be addressed in the GDC: it was recognized that traditional regulation mechanisms could not be applied to AI.
[bookmark: _Hlk169696065]3.18	The objective was to create a platform for analysis linking the areas in which AI had an impact and in which there could be global improvement of governance systems. Interrelated areas included how to use AI in decision-making and how to ensure that the interests of future generations were taken into account in current discussions on the digital world.
3.19	The Summit of the Future would examine how to improve the governance of digital public goods from a comprehensive, and not a segmented, perspective. He therefore saw no contradiction, but complementarity, between the GDC and the WSIS process, especially since the GDC was being drafted in the context of the Summit of the Future, whereas the work of WSIS was ongoing and would continue to examine the issues in more depth. 
3.20	The councillor from Senegal, representing the Africa region and speaking on behalf of the African group, asked what strong steps the United Nations Secretary-General believed the United Nations should take to support ITU in the digital cooperation agenda for Africa, including promoting Internet access, cybersecurity and digital inclusion, and how ITU could further position itself on those initiatives and processes.
3.21	The United Nations Secretary-General said that there were three issues that must be addressed as a matter of priority. Firstly, a significant proportion of people in Africa did not have electricity and therefore electrification was an absolute priority. 
3.22	Secondly, access to the Internet, particularly broadband, was relatively limited in Africa and would be key to addressing inequality in general. With the assistance of the private sector, massive investment would need to be made to address the situation. It was the responsibility of the United Nations to create the conditions for such massive investment so as to ensure electrification and digital connectivity in Africa. 
3.23	Thirdly, digital literacy was essential, since without a system for training and capacity building in the digital literacy of the population, the value of investment in connectivity would be lost. It was worth noting that the amount of investment required to guarantee Africa’s equal participation in the digital world would be less than that required for investment in other, heavier infrastructure, such as transport. 
3.24	The councillor from Australia, representing the Asia and Australasia region, said that technology, such as AI and the use of space, was evolving rapidly, and with it, discussions on digital issues under efforts such as the Global Digital Compact. She therefore wondered, as we strove to achieve digital cooperation and connectivity in the Asia-Pacific region, in order to foster economic growth and sustainable development, how we could ensure that the United Nations system, including ITU, took a collaborative and inclusive approach, and aligned WSIS and GDC, so that all people, including women, youth and those from underserved communities, were represented and no one was left behind.
3.25	The United Nations Secretary-General said that the United Nations must continue its efforts to fight a culture of silos in which each entity worked narrow‑mindedly on its own activities. The United Nations system must be brought together to examine the complex global problems facing the world. For instance, it would make sense for ITU in Geneva and the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) in Vienna to work together to solve questions relating to the regulation of satellites and weaponization in space. 
3.26	The difficulty for the United Nations system was that it was a constellation of stars which had been created at different times and, while some parts had a strictly intergovernmental nature, others, such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), met in a tripartite structure. In some United Nations agencies, the leader was elected by the Member States, while in others, the leader was elected by the General Assembly or appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General. The design of the various entities did not lend itself to working well together, but by starting the fight against a culture of silos, things seemed to be moving in the right direction. A case in point was the reform of the Resident Coordinator system to ensure the coordination of work of the United Nations in each country and to support achievement of the SDGs and other aspects of strategy there. 
3.27	The councillor from Saudi Arabia, representing the Arab States region and speaking on behalf of the Arab group, referred to the difficult situation in the Arab region, and particularly in Palestine, which had suffered widespread destruction of critical infrastructure. Amid all the talk about new technologies, Palestinians lacked the basic telecommunication services. He therefore wished to ask what efforts were envisaged by the United Nations for rebuilding the telecommunication infrastructure so that the Palestinian people could benefit from the digital economy.
3.28	The United Nations Secretary-General said that the first step would be to stop the war, since it would not be possible to rebuild while destruction continued. He was hopeful that the negotiations taking place would lead to a ceasefire, the release of hostages and then a permanent end to the war. The second step would be a serious programme of reconstruction that would depend on the clarification of political status. He was a strong supporter of the idea of a two‑State solution, which called for a Palestinian Authority able to lead the process, since it would be difficult to achieve such a solution from the outside. Thirdly, there would be a need for meaningful investment that would mobilize the whole of the international community in order to rapidly re-establish the telecommunication system in Gaza.
3.29	In conclusion, referring to the interconnectedness of everything, he expressed concern that AI was being used as an instrument for targeting in Gaza, which might have contributed to some of the problems faced in relation to the protection of civilians.
3.30	The Chair of the Council thanked the United Nations Secretary-General for taking the time to respond to the questions and thanked Council members for their questions.
The Secretary-General:	The Chair:
D. BOGDAN-MARTIN	F. SAUVAGE
_______________
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