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IEC and ISO  have taken note of the changes proposed in the 13 April 2004 audio-conference to the report of the 15-16 September 2003 Workshop to develop a recommendation to clarify the management of  ”.int".

There were many discussions in the mid-1990s regarding how best to manage .int.  These discussions were summarized during the 15 September 2003 workshop in Geneva.  As can be seen from the documents presented at that workshop, the late Jon Postel (creator of the domain name system) stated that he had no objection to broadening .int to cover other types of international organizations.

This topic was discussed at some length during the workshop, and unanimous agreement, including with the President of ICANN, was reached to allow a very limited type of non-treaty international organization to obtain registration in .int.

IEC and ISO therefore find the proposed changes ( from the 13 April 2004 audio conference) in contrast with the general consensus of the Workshop ( as stated in the Summary report TD 126 WP1):

The meeting agreed that:

1. .INT should be used to promote a positive branding of domain names for international organizations.

2. Rules for obtaining a domain name under ".int" need to be clarified and that the basis should be the UN OLA definition.

3. Programmes of international organizations should be included.

4. Other organizations could obtain the ".int" domain name on an exceptional basis and that there should be some criteria for the exceptions.

5. A committee should be established to advise on such exceptions.

Positive branding

INT remains relatively unknown compared to ORG and COM.  Some existing INT organizations prefer to use one of the wider known domain names (example International Monetary Fund www.imf.org ).  On the other hand, a number of organizations have obtained the INT domain name without meeting all the criteria (example:  Young Men's Christian Association www.ymca.int ).

· Allowing programmes of INT organizations and a few additional organizations which meet the exceptional status criteria to have a 2nd level INT domain registration , will increase the recognition and credibility of the INT top-level domain.

Given the history of registrations in .int, there is no reason to exclude selected international organizations.

Including IEC and ISO could have a positive impact on the .int brand recognition.

Criteria for exceptions

The criteria established in clause 6.1 are sufficiently restrictive so as to allow only a limited number of organizations.  This would preclude any massive enlargement of the list of organizations with the INT domain name, thereby avoiding diluting its exclusive nature.

We note that it has apparently been agreed that the registry could charge for registrations, so, in the very unlikely event that there were an excess of spurious requests for a .int registration, this could be discouraged by setting an appropriate registration fee.

Conclusion:

Given the unanimous agreement of the 15 September workshop, and the subsequent inputs supporting the proposal, we request that the recommendation go forward in accordance with the IEC and ISO contributions ( with regard to clause 6.1 "Other qualified organizations").

Furthermore, IEC and ISO do not support the proposed change to clause 7 ("Names and/or abbreviations of international organizations that can be registered") regarding programmes of INT organizations and request that the previous text be retained, unchanged.

IEC and ISO request that this document be posted to the public area of SG2.

About the IEC:

On 15 September 1904, delegates to the International Electrical Congress, being held in St. Louis, USA, adopted a report that included the following words:

"…steps should be taken to secure the co-operation of the technical societies of the world, by the appointment of a representative Commission to consider the question of the standardization of the nomenclature and ratings of electrical apparatus and machinery." 

National standards are almost inevitably the business of a national government. IEC standards are adopted by national governments around the world. For them to ensure that they've got the right level of say in the work, a national government is almost always involved in the structure of any IEC national committee, so that the sense of "international-ness" and "intergovernmental-ness" is implicated directly in the basic structure of the IEC.

The IEC works closely with its international standardization partners, the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), other regional standardization organizations and international organizations, including the World Health Organization (WHO), the International Labour Office (ILO), the International Commission on Illumination (CIE), and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML).

One of the IEC’s principal partners is the World Trade Organization (WTO), whose 140-plus central government members explicitly recognize, through their Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), that International Standards play a critical role in improving industrial efficiency and developing world trade. These relations at government level are of particular importance in heavily regulated areas like safety, health and the environment. The number of standardization bodies which have accepted the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards presented in Annex 3 to the WTO's Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade underlines the global importance and reach of this accord.

The IEC encourages industrializing nations to share in the benefits of joining in its work and liaises closely with the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the World Bank, and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

About ISO:

ISO is a network of the national standards institutes of 148 countries, on the basis of one member per country, with a Central Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland, that coordinates the system. 

ISO is a non-governmental organization: its members are not, as is the case in the United Nations system, delegations of national governments. Nevertheless, ISO occupies a special position between the public and private sectors. This is because, on the one hand, many of its member institutes are part of the governmental structure of their countries, or are mandated by their government. On the other hand, other members have their roots uniquely in the private sector, having been set up by national partnerships of industry associations. 

Therefore, ISO is able to act as a bridging organization in which a consensus can be reached on solutions that meet both the requirements of business and the broader needs of society, such as the needs of stakeholder groups like consumers and users.

ISO - together with IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) and ITU (International Telecommunication Union) - has built a strategic partnership with the WTO (World Trade Organization) with the common goal of promoting a free and fair global trading system. The political agreements reached within the framework of the WTO require underpinning by technical agreements. ISO, IEC and ITU, as the three principal organizations in international standardization, have the complementary scopes, the framework, the expertise and the experience to provide this technical support for the growth of the global market.

The WTO's Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) includes the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards. The TBT Agreement recognizes the important contribution that International Standards and conformity assessment systems can make to improving efficiency of production and facilitating international trade. Therefore, where International Standards exist or their completion is imminent, the Code states that standardizing bodies should use them as a basis for standards they develop. The Code requires that standardizing bodies that have accepted its terms notify this fact to the ISO/IEC Information Centre located at the ISO Central Secretariat. Standardizing bodies having accepted the Code must publish their work programmes and also notify the existence of their work programmes to the ISO/IEC Information Centre. On behalf of the WTO, ISO periodically publishes a directory of standardizing bodies that have accepted the WTO TBT Standards Code.
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