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The UNFCCC has requested that the following be brought to the attention of the E.int Editor’s group:

The UNFCCC offers the following short comment/addition to paragraph 6 where it says: 

6
International organizations

An international organization, as defined in this Recommendation, may be created by a treaty or other agreement (resolution, etc.) among international juridical persons.  What is most important is that the constitution of the organization makes it clear that it is governments or other entities with international juridical personality which are members of the organization.  The following criteria usually assist in determining whether an entity is an intergovernmental organization: a constitutive treaty (we note that this is not always a reliable criterion given the existence of international organizations established through other mechanisms); organs indicating a permanent autonomous structure for the achievement of definite goals, as mandated by the parties to the constitutive instrument; international legal personality separate from that of the states which established it.

The definition excludes non-governmental, commercial and private organizations, even if they may have an international character.

Programs within an international organization also qualify to obtain a domain name within “.int”, provided that the program constitutes or is intended to constitute, within the international organization, a permanent entity having specified aims and its own rights and obligations

The registrar shall make the determination as to whether an applicant is within the scope of this service.

A potential appeals mechanism is for further study (FFS).
Not being familiar with any implications in terms of legality by changing in this text, our strong view is that one big hurdle that needs to be removed in order to get the UN family on-board to the .int TLD. This is done by making the text clearer or by adding something like the following to it:

“The registrar shall, where possible, facilitate and support in the process for United Nations organizations to obtain the TLD .int. “
[This to make the transition phase of bringing all eligible UN organizations to use the TLD .int as smooth and rapid as possible.] 

The rationale for this is as follows:

To make the .int domain to become a highly attractive and prominent TLD, the UN family has to be supported to make the move to .int as smooth and quick as possible. As we see it, the vast majority of international organizations who qualify for .int are UN orgs. Therefore, there must be a mechanism in place to support the UN to achieve the domain in less than in our case, 2 years +.  Also, when we asked at the workshop in September about this and by creating a .un TLD, the answer was that not all UN organizations were eligible to use the .int TDL since they did not meet the criteria to do so. If these guidelines would be clearer for the applicant, our guess would be that the Registrar’s work could be more focused on the organizations that are eligible [shorter processing time] and a strong decrease of organizations applying for the .int that does not meet the criteria. [if we remember correctly from the workshop, it was said that just around 10 % of organizations applying last year qualified for the .int].
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