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The purpose of this document is to present some clarifications concerning the history of registration policies for the Internet top-level domain “.int”.

The “.int” domain was initially managed informally by Paul Mockapetris, in accordance with IETF RFC 1581, which states in section 3:

Second level names in INT are registered by the PVM at ISI.EDU

Section 3 also states:

2) These designated authorities [managers of top-level domain names] are trustees for the delegated domain, and have a duty to serve the community. …

…

4) Significantly interested parties in the domain should agree that the designated manager is the appropriate party. …

When registering names in “.int”, Mr Mockapetris followed IETF RFC 1591 of March 1994, which states in section 2:

INT - This domain is for organizations established by international treaties, or international databases. 

However, it appears that RFC 1591 was only loosely followed, since in May 1996 “ymca”, which is not a treaty organization, was registered under “.int”.  (YMCA is the Young Men Christian Association).  For the date of this registration, see the IANA WHOIS record reproduced in Annex A.

There are several other registrations under “.int” for organizations that are not treaty organizations, for example “efo”, “issa”, “redcross”, “ripe”, “tpc”.

As a result of various discussions regarding the future of the IANA function, by 1996 there was general agreement to transfer the management of “.int” to ITU.  Mr Mockapetris fully supported this idea, and in fact had initiated it; Mr Jon Postel (author of IETF RFC 1591 and responsible for much of the management of the DNS at that time) also supported it.  ITU conducted extensive consultations both within the UN system and also with non-UN agencies concerning the policies that should be applied to the “.int” domain.  A relatively detailed summary of events related to the management of “.int” and of discussions related to transfer to ITU can be found in Document 5 at:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/int/documents/index.html 

A draft of the policies developed by ITU on the basis of consultations was submitted to Mr Postel in May 1996.  Mr Postel approved the policies in general, and made a few specific comments.  Mr Postel’s E-Mail containing his comments is contained in Annex B. 

Regarding the question of whether or not to broaden “.int” to include non-treaty organizations, Mr Postel stated:

Well, I’ll really leave it up to you, though I favor sticking with the “international treaty defined organization” test.  If you want to allow a broader set of orgs to be in INT please try to define the criteria you would use to decide what is in or out, and lets some of us give you test cases.

On the basis of comments received during the broad consultation, the proposed policies were refined, and the final version can be found in Document 1 at:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/int/documents/index.html 

It should be noted that the version contained in Document 1 formed the basis of the first draft of the proposed new ITU-T Recommendation E.int.  In particular, 4a of Document 1 provides for the registration of “any institution, program or subsidiary organ established by the international organization, provided it has specific aims and its own rights and obligations.”  This provision had been agreed on the basis of wide consultation with all concerned parties.

Subsequent to Mr Postel’s death in late 1998, discussions on transfer of management of “.int” to ITU continued, and the IANA site was updated to show the current policies for registration in “.int”, as well as stating that management was expected to be transferred to ITU.  The IANA site pointed to the policies developed by ITU on the basis of the consultations referred to above.

Annex C shows a printout of the search results in “www.archive.org” for “www.iana.org/int.html”.

Annex D shows the policies in effect in August 1998.  Annex E shows the policies in effect in April 2000.  Note that IANA introduced in April 2000 the restriction “only one registration is allowed for each organization”, a restriction that had not previously existed.  There were no consultations concerning that restriction, nor was the matter discussed or approved by the ICANN Board.  This restriction was not in accordance with the requirements of international treaty organizations, which are typically known by acronyms in more than one language (for example, UIT and ITU). 

The references on the IANA web site to a transfer to ITU were removed in 2002.  There were no consultations concerning this, nor was the matter discussed or approved by the ICANN Board.

Annex F shows the policies in effect in August 2002.  Annex G shows the policies in effect in November 2002.

Annex H shows a printout of the search results in “www.archive.org” for “www.iana.org/int-dom/”, which is the site currently used by IANA for the “.int” domain.

Annexes I and J show the policies in effect in August 2002 and November 2002, which are identical to the ones shown in Annexes F and G.

Annex K shows the current policy, which is identical to the one of Annexes J and G.

None of the policies of Annexes D through K were submitted for consultation, nor were they discussed or approved by the ICANN Board.

Annexes are in the attached PDF file:
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