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Introduction

This document contributes to IPTV Architecture with the benefit description of IMS-Based IPTV Architecture.
The argument of IMS presented in section 8.3.2 is tentative and still lack of detail and consolidate information. This contribution describes the benefit of IMS in IPTV architecture.
It is proposed that the text of this contribution could be discussed and included in the IPTV Architecture Document.
8.3.2 IMS-based IPTV Architecture

IMS-based IPTV implies that the system will use SIP for signaling, and the IMS for authentication and authorization of subscribers, as well as admission control and resource reservation. 

The use of IMS as a control mechanism brings the following benefits:

1. Integration with IMS communication services, such as multimedia telephony, messaging etc., which creates an enhanced user experience. 

2. Security, which is provided by making use of the IMS built-in identity management, authentication, authorization, and service access protection functions. 

3. IMS mechanisms to support the delivery of multiple services over the common managed transport with a controllable Quality of Service (QoS). 

4. IMS mechanisms to support interactivity and personalization of IPTV services.

5. IMS standardized  charging capabilities, both off-line and on-line can be completely re-used within the context of an IMS based IPTV solution
6. Support for roaming, IMS was initially specified for cellular access and has therefore included service roaming and security requirements from the start support for roaming. 
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