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1　 Abstract

The EPG function requirement is labeled in the last meeting output document FGIPTV-OD-0024e, this proposal provides new requirement in more details.

2　 Discussion


It should be implemented in EPG function that EPG allows user to combine several EPGs to one desired EPG.  

EPGs are available from many different sources. EPGs can be accessed from the Internet, such as, by using a web browser on PC to visit a portal on a web site. In addition, EPGs can be transmitted directly to a user’s TV from digital TV. So EPGs can include Digital Video Broadcasting Service Information (DVB-SI) in Europe, and Program and System Information Protocol (PSIP) in US.  So EPG may include program listings for TV, web casts, or radio programs.

A vast amount of EPG information can be stored within one source, an EPG can be constantly updated to reflect changes in the programming schedule. Also, an EPG may convey a very detailed description of each program listed, including a synopsis of the program, the actors featured, the running time, category or genre. Since a large amount of programming information can be stored, EPG information is usually classified, or stored, in accordance with its genre or theme. This allows a viewer to specify a type of program that he or she is interested in, and view only those program listings that fit the viewer’s specified type.

The amount of the IPTV channels increases rapidly, the users may choose from hundreds of IPTV programs. So a wide variety of EPGS are available to users, and the amount of information covered by different EPGs may be quite different. Such as, some EPGs may give program information weeks in advance, while others only provide information for the current day. Also, some EPG give extensive channel coverage while others are more limited. 


Thereby, a user who relies on EPG information from only one source may encounter some problems, For example, limited channel coverage; limited time period coverage; unreliable program information; a mass of trash for user.


So for overcoming the problems of using an EPG, the IPTV architecture must consider enhancing the EPG function to realize combining EPG information obtained from a plurality of different EPGs into a single EPG what user desire.  The resulting EPG is more comprehensive than the EPG information stored in any one of the originating EPG and the information is the user desired. 
3　 Proposal

It is proposed to accept that EPG should allow user to combine several EPGs to one desired EPG.
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