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Summary: This contribution proposed to make a new working document on multicast aspects of IPTV taking consideration of living list items which agreed at the last FG IPTV meeting.
1. Introduction
During the last FG IPTV meeting held in Busan Korea, many of contributions were addressed discussing about multicast issues of IPTV within the framework of network control aspects of IPTV. After having discussion, meeting produced new living lists (see FG IPTV-DOC-0050e) covering these issues and it will be used for further study on this area. Following table shows the living list on multicast issues identified in these living lists.
	No.
	Title of Living List Items

	1
	Multicast Feature of IPTV Bearer Network

	2
	Functional Requirements for IPTV multicast network

	3
	Functional requirements for overlay multicast based IPTV media delivery system

	4
	Functional requirements of Overlay Multicast Service Control Architecture

	5
	Functional Requirement for interoperability amongst IPTV service Providers

	6
	Functional Requirements for interoperability amongst IPTV multicast service providers

	7
	Functional Requirements of Multicast Control

	8
	Functional Requirements for Multicast Address Management

	9
	Hierarchical Architecture for Overlay IPTV Service Multicast

	10
	Requirements for IPTV Network Node

	11
	Procedure of IPTV multicast user authentication and authorization


Concerning the situation of the living lists and importance of multicast for IPTV, it is proposed to make a new Working Document on “IPTV Multicast Requirements”.
2. Rationale

Followings are rationale to discuss about the necessity of the new working document on “IPTV Multicast Requirements”.
1) Importance of Multicast: Multicast is a very fundamental feature for IPTV, so it is almost impossible to imagine IPTV without multicast capabilities.

2) Diverse solutions for supporting multicast: Providing multicast is not an easy and simple work. It requests quite complex mechanisms and processes. So plenty number of different solutions is available to support multicast and new mechanisms are continuously developing now: Multicast in Access Network/Core Network, Multicast using service stratum/transport stratum etc. This situation requests to FG IPTV should develop consolidated multicast mechanism from supporting IPTV services aspects and its solutions taking consideration of other related standard activities such as SG9, SG13and SG16 in ITU-T, IETF and other SDOs.
3) Life time of FG IPTV: Life time of FG IPTV has been assigned a year (July 2007) from the TSAG and confirmed by the SG13 as parent Study Group. Looking at the previous FG’s experience, it might be possible to extend its life span, but might be not so long. And FG IPTV should be reported their results to SG13 within this study period (last meeting of SG13 in this study period is February 2008). This means FG IPTV will have maximum 5 or 6 more meetings until beginning of year 2008. If it is not extended, then only 3 more meetings include this meeting. So it is requested to identify work scope and issues clearly and carefully enough to finalize within this time span. It might be better to split, separate or specify issues which will finalize within the mandate, but taking consideration of related contributions and relevant human resources.
4) Current coverage of Working Document in WG4: Only one Working Document is being developed in WG4 covering overall views of IPTV network control aspects. This WD covers many of important issues which should be identified from the network control aspects such as general requirements, control and signaling aspects, content distribution, identification, home/access/core network control, interworking and overlay aspects etc. Because of this, this WD also contained some issues of multicast aspects in terms of network control like Multicast Network control, Availability and Security requirements. All these issues in the current WD are quite important and need a lot of efforts to finish within the life time of FG IPTV.
3. Proposal
Thinking about above rationale and close coordination and collaboration with related other groups and their activities on multicast, it is proposed to make a new WD on “IPTV Multicast Requirements” in WG4.
4. Conclusion
This contribution discusses ways of handling multicast subjects and results to propose developing a new WD on “IPTV Multicast Requirements”.

----------------------------------------------
	Contact:
	Chaesub Lee,  ETRI
Republic of Korea
	Tel:       +41 76 411 4871

Email:   chae-sub.lee@ties.itu.int

	
	Jinho Hahm,  ETRI
Republic of Korea
	Tel:       82-42-860-6048
Email:   jhhahm@etri.re.kr

	

	Attention: This is a document submitted to the work of ITU-T and is intended for use by the participants to the activities of ITU-T's Focus Group on IPTV, and their respective staff and collaborators in their ITU-related work.  It is made publicly available for information purposes but shall not be redistributed without the prior written consent of ITU.  Copyright on this document is owned by the author, unless otherwise mentioned.  This document is not an ITU-T Recommendation, an ITU publication, or part thereof.

	



