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1. INTRODUCTION
The multicast service is considered as one of the key components for providing IPTV service. Also, there are various standardization activities on multicast related issues in many standards bodies even within ITU-T. Therefore, the harmonized and cooperative work is required among similar standardization activities to avoid duplicated efforts in relevant standards bodies.
The purpose of this contribution is to clarify the work scope of FG-IPTV WG4 on multicast related work and to propose possible cooperative work with SG 13.
2. DISCUSSIONS AND PROPOSAL
During the previous FG-IPTV WG4 meeting in January 2007, there were general discussions on the work scope on multicast issues. Basically, it was note that WG4 may have to focus on the legacy IP network environments because the NGN multicast work has been conducted in ITU-T SG 13, the parent study group of FG-IPTV.

At the ITU-T SG 13 meeting in April 2007, NGN-based multicast work has been progressed much more. Draft Recommendation Y.ngn-mcastf, NGN Multicast Framework, is further progressed to provide general NGN multicast requirements for providing various applications that require multicast capability. The scope of Draft Recommendation Y.ngn-mcastfa, Functional Architecture of NGN Multicast, had been extended to cover multicast capability in service stratum. It seems that most of multicast related issues in NGN environment is covered by SG 13.
Also, there were serious discussions on the multicast related work, developing in FG-IPTV WG4. It is required to avoid duplicated work in different place. Therefore, we propose the future direction of FG-IPTV WG4 on multicast related works as follows:
· FG-IPTV WG4 needed to focus on multicast work in legacy IP network environments (non-NGN multicast).
· However, Overall aspects of IPTV multicast for NGN environment could be described in relevant WG4 deliverables. In this case, NGN multicast deliverables of SG 13 have to be referred to describe IPTV multicast issues. Because the NGN multicast work of SG13 is to support various applications not only for IPTV, the overall multicast related work for IPTV service may be required.
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