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Introduction

It was observed during the previous meeting that the existing names for the three architectural variants were perfectible, but no compromise could be reached. This contribution is an attempt to propose better names for the different variants described in the architecture document.

Discussion

Several of the variants’ names are based on negative naming (non-NGN, non-IMS). This has several drawbacks, the first being that it suggests a negative connotation which makes those approaches appear inferior to more positive denominations, but the second is more serious :  “non-something” actually designates a much larger body than the corresponding “something”, and in the case of IPTV possibly larger than we mean :

· Non-NGN suggests everything that is not NGN, while there are many elements of NGN that are clearly relevant (IP, QoS,…) to the IPTV solution.

· Non-IMS suggests no use of IMS, while interworking with IMS is a frequent requirement that is largely orthogonal to the architectural choice.

Overall, it appears necessary to replace those negative names with more appropriate ones.

In addition, new names could help bridging the differences with other standard organisations. ETSI TISPAN has retained two variant names (both are based on NGN) :

· IPTV functions supported by the IMS subsystem (TS 182 027)

· Dedicated subsystem for IPTV functions in NGN (TS 182 028)

While those names were not found appropriate during the last Focus Group meeting, edging closer to them would diminish possible misunderstandings.

Likewise, ITU-T SG13 has retained the notion of “component” (IPTV component, IMS component,…).

Proposal

This contribution proposes to remove the non-NGN and non-IMS terms from the architecture document. To this end, it proposes a number of possible names for each architectural variants :

Non-NGN IPTV

- Standalone IPTV

NGN non-IMS IPTV

- NGN based IPTV with dedicated service control 

- NGN IPTV with dedicated service control

- NGN dedicated control IPTV (reminds of TISPAN)

- NGN dedicated component IPTV (in accordance with SG13 terminology, not far from TISPAN)

- NGN IMS-Interworked IPTV 

NGN IMS IPTV

- NGN based IPTV with core IMS service control

- NGN-IPTV with core IMS service control

- NGN IMS based IPTV

- NGN IMS control IPTV

- NGN IMS-centric IPTV 

- (leave as is)

The proposals are listed in order of descending priority.

(end of contribution)
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