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1. Introduction

This contribution proposes text to be included in FG IPTV-DOC-0166.
2. Discussion

2.1 BT.1699

ITU-R BT.1699 identifies functional commonality among the declarative application environments for interactive TV application specifications ACAP-X, BML and DVB-HTML. Elements which are common to these three standards are identified as a “Common Core”. The value of the Common Core is to assist program authors to exchange declarative content internationally using these standards. This Recommendation also notes features outside of the Common Core of the covered standards. The goal of BT.1699 is to note these differences to encourage efforts toward increasing commonality between the standards to further improve functionality and enhance economies of scale.

 BT.1699 is intended to harmonize the application environment for declarative content for interactive TV. It specifies common elements, media types and APIs at the syntactic level of the declarative application environment to satisfy regional application requirements for the three standards ACAP-X, BML and DVB-HTML as specified in the normative references. It is noted that there are other declarative formats such as ETSI-MHEG and SMPTE DDE-T, which are not covered in BT.1699. However, the migration from these legacy environments to the harmonized environment is assisted by the identification of a Common Core with which they may share some media types such as PNG in the case of ETSI-MHEG.

2.2 BT.1722

ITU-R BT.1722 defines Application Programming Interfaces (APIs), semantic guarantees and system aspects of platform behaviour for the harmonized instruction set for the execution engines for interactive TV applications.
Revision of Recommendation ITU-R BT.1722 includes the following updated and newly developed instruction set for the execution engines: Digital Video Broadcasting – Globally Executable MHP (DVB-GEM), DVB-MHP 1.0 and 1.1, OCAP-1.0, ARIB STD-B23 and ACAP. Harmonization is based on GEM 1.0.1 which has been developed with contributions from DVB, SCTE, ARIB and ATSC. Therefore GEM 1.0.1 is the normative reference in Recommendation BT.1722. The other specifications listed above are included for information as well as the Appendices which describe the additional APIs specific to these specifications and are therefore not included in the harmonized normative part.

BT.1722 is intended to harmonize the application environment for interactive TV applications. The potential for commonality in the executable application environment is based on the analysis of the common core identified in the work leading to this Recommendation. Such commonality would benefit content providers through knowledge of commonly adopted executable functionality and economies of scale.
3. Proposal

This contribution proposes to add the above text to section 7 “Other Related Standards”. 
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