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Geneva, 4 December 2007

	Ref:
	TSB Collective letter 8/TAL


	

	Tel:
Fax:

E-mail:

	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbsg3@itu.int 
	· To Administrations of Member States of the Union, to ITU-T Sector Members and to ITU-T Associates participating in the work of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean




	Subject:
	Seminar on costs and tariffs and meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group),
Tobago – 18 to 21 February 2008


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
In accordance with the schedule of meetings adopted by Study Group 3 at its meeting in June 2007, the meeting of the Tariff Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (TAL Group) will be held on 20 and 21 February 2008 in Tobago at the kind invitation of the Ministry of Public Administration and Information of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Pursuant to Doha Action Plan, Programme 4 and Resolution 26 (Assistance to the Regional Tariff Groups) adopted by WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004), the meeting will take place immediately after the Regional Seminar on costs and tariffs for countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, which will be held from 18 to 19 February 2008 (for more detailed information on the seminar, please refer to the letter of invitation to be sent out shortly by BDT).

2
The event will take place at the Hilton Tobago Golf and Spa Resort, in Scarborough, Tobago.

The Seminar will open at 0930 hours on Monday 18 February 2008. The TAL Group meeting will start on Wednesday, 20 February 2008 and will be restricted to delegates and representatives of Administrations and Recognized Operating Agencies of the region, in conformity with §2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly. The registration of delegates will take place on the morning of Monday, 18 February at the meeting venue as from 0830 hours. An interpretation service will be provided for the Seminar and TAL meeting in accordance with the provisions in force.

3
The draft agenda, prepared in consultation with the Chairman of the TAL Group, is set out in Annex 1 hereto. I would like to draw your attention to the fact that you might usefully prepare for the meeting by referring to the report of the previous TAL Group meeting (Report TAL-R 3).
4
Practical information provided by the host organization on hotel reservation, arrival arrangements, administrative formalities for visa obtention, etc. is available in Annex 2.  A registration form for both events is available in Annex 3, to be returned to the TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or by email (tsbsg3@itu.int), with copy to Ms Wendy McDonald (mcdonaldw@pai.gov.tt).
5
As mentioned in the second paragraph of § 1 above, you will shortly be receiving a letter of invitation from BDT for the Regional Seminar to be held just before the TAL Group meeting.  

6
Pursuant to the provisions of Recommendation A.1 of WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004), contributions to the work of the study group shall be submitted to the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB).

Participants are encouraged to submit contributions by electronic mail to the following address: 
tsbsg3@itu.int. Detailed instructions can be found on the ITU-T website.

With a view to settling any questions which might arise concerning contributions, the name, the fax and telephone numbers and the e-mail address of the person to be contacted should be indicated on contributions.  Accordingly, please give those details on the cover page of all documents.

Contributions which cannot reach TSB by 15 February 2008 must be sent directly to the host organization at the address given hereunder, with a copy to TSB. Such contributions should reach the host organization by 17 February 2008.
Address to send contributions:

Ms Wendy McDonald
Information and Communication Technology Division
Ministry of Public Administration and Information
Port of Spain
Trinidad & Tobago
Email: mcdonaldw@pai.gov.tt
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 3
ANNEX 1

(to TSB Collective letter 8/TAL)

Draft Agenda 
ITU-T TAL Meeting
(Tobago, Trinidad and Tobago, 20-21 February 2008)

1 Opening of the meeting

2 Adoption of the agenda

3 Inventory of available documents

4 Results of ITU-T Study Group 3 meeting and other ITU meetings
5 Report of the last TAL Group meeting

6 Analysis of replies to the questionnaire on accounting/settlement rates

7 Possible revision of the maximum settlement rate indicated in Recommendation D.400R

8 Review and implementation of cost models in the Region

8.1 Information on cost models being used by Administrations

8.2 Basic concept of an efficient model and legal framework of the model

8.3 Review of the TAL cost model

9 Accounting in international telephony

9.1 Mobile Termination charge

9.2 Alternative Calling Procedures

9.3 Discussion on network externalities

9.4 Incidence of telecommunication rates and costs on income distribution and international competitiveness of local products and services
9.5 Cross-border connectivity for mobile
10 International Internet Connection (Recommendation D.50)

11 “IP telephony”

11.1 Definition of “Voice over IP”

11.2 Consequences of introducing VoIP in the regulatory framework of countries in the region
12 Universal Service, its costs and funding
13 Review of the International Telecommunication Regulations

14 Preparation of WTSA-08, review of Resolutions

15 Work programme and schedule

16 Other business

17 Closure of the meeting

ANNEX 2

(to TSB Collective letter 8/TAL)

Practical Information
ITU-T TAL Meeting
(Tobago, Trinidad and Tobago, 20-21 February 2008)

1.
Venue Information
Hilton Tobago Golf and Spa Resort
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Hilton Tobago Gof and Spa
Resort

P.0.Box 633
Lowlands, Tobago
1-868-660-8500




2.
Weather

Tobago enjoys a tropical climate and is sunny all year round. The average daytime temperature is 29°C (83°F) and maximums in the low to mid 30s. The water temperature is a few degrees lower.

3.
Local time

UTC/GMT Offset.  Standard time zone: UTC/GMT -4hours (no daylight savings time in 2007).
4.
Currency and exchange

The Trinidad and Tobago Dollar floats with the United States Currency approximately TT$6.25 = US$1.00
5.
Entry Visa

Please see Attachment 1 to this Annex.  For further information, you may check the official Trinidad and Tobago web page: http://www.immigration.gov.tt/applicationloader.asp?app=articles&id=694. 
6.
Transfers from and to airport

Taxi US$12.00 per taxi

Mini Bus

12 – 13 seats US$35.00 per bus

20 – 24 seats US$75.00 per bus
 

7.  
Additional Hotels

Plantation Beach Villas
Stonehaven Bay Road, Black Rock
PO Box 435, Scarborough, Tobago, West Indies

Phone: +1 868 639 9377 
Fax +1 868 639 0455
Toll free reservations: (800) 633 7411  

Email us: plantationbeach@tstt.net.tt
Coco Reef

Crown Point, Tobago

Reservations: +1 868 639 8571

Fax: +1 868 639 8574

Email: cocoreef-tobago@trinidad.net
Blue Waters Inn

Batteaux Bay, Speyside

Tobago, West Indies

Phone: +1 868 660 5195

Tool free: +1 800 448 8355

Email: bwi@bluewatersinn.com
8.
Electricity

Voltage: 110 volts 60 cycles

9.
Business hours

0800 hours a.m. to 0500 hours p.m.

10.
Tipping

Tipping is included in the cost of all food and beverage and rooms.  Any additional tipping is at the discretion of the guest.

11.
Computer networking

There is ADSL in all hotel rooms and wireless access in the lobby at a cost of US$14.95 per day.

Attachment 1
(to Annex 2 to TSB Collective letter 8/TAL)
Visa and Passport Information

Passports

Passports must be valid for a period of at least six months beyond the period of the proposed visit.

Visas

All persons require visas to enter Trinidad. However, because of historical ties and bilateral agreements, citizens of several countries are not required to have visas for entry. These are:

1. Commonwealth Countries except Australia, India, New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Uganda 

2. EEC Countries: England, Greece, Ireland, Spain, France, Portugal, Italy, Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, Denmark, Luxembourg 

3. Countries having visa abolition agreements with Trinidad and Tobago

	Country
	For Holidays
	For Employment
	For Residence

	Turkey
	No Visa Required
	Visa required
	No Visa Required

	Sweden
	No Visa Required
(3 mths or less)
	No Visa Required 
(3 mths or less)
	Visa Required

	Norway
	No Visa Required 
	No Visa Required 
	Visa Required

	Iceland
	No Visa Required 
	No Visa Required 
	Visa Required

	Switzerland & Liechtenstein
	No Visa Required 
	Visa Required
	No Visa Required 

	Finland
	No Visa Required
(3 mths or less)
	No Visa Required
	Visa Required

	Israel
	No Visa Required
	Visa Required
	Visa Required

	Brazil
	No Visa Required
	Visa Required
	Visa Required

	Colombia
	No Visa Required 
	Visa Required
	Visa Required

	Austria
	No Visa Required
	Visa Required
	Visa Required


4. Citizens of USA on Vacation for three (3) months or less 

5. Citizens of Venezuela arriving from Venezuela on vacation for fourteen (14) days or less. Holders of Venezuelan Official and Diplomatic Passports accredited to Trinidad and Tobago are exempted from the Visa requirements for the period of their assignment. Holders of Venezuelan Official and Diplomatic passports not accredited to Trinidad and Tobago on official mission are exempted from visa requirements for one (1) month or less 

6. Citizens of Suriname, Martinique, Guadeloupe, French Guyana, Netherlands Antilles (Curacao, Aruba, Bonaire, St. Eustatius, St Maarten and Saba) 

7. All holders of OAS passports do not require visas for entry into Trinidad & Tobago. 

8. Holders of UN passports require visas (if necessary as a result of their nationality). If on arrival at the Port of Entry, The person has no visas, The passport may be lifted and forwarded to the chief Immigration Officer for a visa exemption to be requested. If there is not enough time, the passport may be held, a receipt given and returned to the Holder on departure. Enough time could be seven (7) days 

9. Holders of Diplomatic Passports are not automatically exempted from visas 

10. Citizens of South Africa are allowed entry into Trinidad and Tobago for religious, cultural, sporting, educational activities with visas issued without reference. For any other purpose applications for visas must be referred. 

11. Visa Waivers may be issued to persons not listed in the second Schedule. However, persons from the Far East or Middle East will only be given this facility after consultation.

List of second Schedule Countries: Albania, North Korea, South Vietnam, Bulgaria, People's Republic of USSR, Hungary, China, North Vietnam, Yugoslavia, Cuba, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Dominican Republic, Haiti, India, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Tanzania, Uganda.

Included in this list are the former U.S.S.R, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia. These countries have been divided into: 

U.S.S.R. (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kirghizia, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan)

Yugoslavia (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Montenegro, Serbia, Slovenia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia)

Czechoslovakia (Czech Republic, Slovak Republic). 

Attachment 2
(to Annex 2 to TSB Collective letter 8/TAL)

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM
(2-page form)
ITU-T TAL MEETING

February 18-21, 2008

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERS

Name: 


Mr, Mrs., Ms., Dr, Hon., Other (PLEASE PRINT)

Hilton Honors No: 

Address: 

Email address: 


Tel: 

Fax:

Group Code: ITUA180208
Spouse/Guest Name (if attending) 

Accommodation Required

	No. of Rooms
	Oceanfront Room(s)
	Special Notes

	
	
	( ) Diabetic     ( ) Wheel chair

	
	
	( ) Other


Flight Information
	
	Date
	Time
	Airline & Flight No. 

(Tobago)
	Frequent Flyer No.

	Arrival
	
	
	
	

	Departure
	
	
	
	


Hotel Room Rate/Charges
Reservation guaranteed by Credit Card
OCEANFRONT ROOM: Single/Double occupancy US$ 194.40 inclusive of service charge per room, per night, inclusive of buffet breakfast.

ONE-BEDROOM SUITE: Single/Double occupancy US$ 315.90 inclusive of service charge per room, per night, inclusive of buffet breakfast.

Cancellation Policy

ROOMS MUST BE CANCELLED BY 4:00pm on or before January 17, 2008. Cancellations after January 17, 2008 will be subject to a 1-night deposit, which will be charged to your card. 

Additional room information:  Check-in Time: 3:00pm; Check-out Time: 12:00pm

Early check-in and late check-out – subject to availability.  To guarantee an early check-in (and late check-out) the following will apply:

· Early check-in: an additional room night charge will apply.

· Late check-out (up to 6:00pm): 50% of the room rate, plus 21.5% taxes.

· Late check-out (after 6:00pm): 1 room night charge applied.

To guarantee reservations:

(a) Credit Card Information
Visa  FORMCHECKBOX 

Amex  FORMCHECKBOX 
  
MasterCard  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Name: 

Card Number: 

Exp. Date: 

I _______________________________hereby authorise Hilton Tobago Golf and Spa Resort to debit the above Credit Card for charges incurred during my stay.

Signature: 

Date: 

(b) Bank deposit / wire transfer:

Bank name: Republic Bank Limited, Main Street, Scarborough, Tobago.

Account Name: Hilton Tobago Golf & Spa Resort

Local Deposits (T&T only): Acct. # 020 456 578 501

International Deposits: Acct. # 000 211 057 828; Swift Code: RBNKTTPX 

All deposits must identify delegate name and arrival dates. 

Evidence of direct deposit to the HOTEL’s account must be forwarded to the HOTEL’s Finance Division to effect credit to the CLIENT’s account.
Other requests:

Special Dietary Needs:

DEADLINE for RESERVATION: 17 January 2008 – Group rate is not guaranteed after this date.
TEL: +1 868 660 8500
FAX: +1 868 660 8503
EMAIL: Nicole.Sylvester@hilton.com
ANNEX 3

(to TSB Collective letter 8/TAL)
	ITU-TSB
	Seminar on costs and tariffs
and
TAL Group meeting 
(Tobago, 18-21 February 2008)
	

	

	REGISTRATION  FORM

	To be returned to TSB (Fax: +41 22 730 5853 / tsbsg3@itu.int) with copy to mcdonaldw@pai.gov.tt 
by 1 February 2008

	

	
	Seminar on costs and tariffs
	TAL Group meeting

	I participate in:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	
_______________________________________________
Country

	____________________________________________
Family Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Administration of Member State*

	____________________________________________
First Name
	
	______________________________________________
Name of Sector Member / Associate / Other

	

	Complete address of Administration or Organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	Fax: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	E-mail: __________________________________________

	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


	For TSB Secretariat use only

	
	

	
	


_______________
	Place des Nations
	Telephone
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet:
itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	X.400 
S=itumail; P=itu

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	
A=400net; C=ch


itu-t\com-t\com3\tal\coll\008e.DOC


