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	Subject:
	Reporting on extra-territorial use of E.212 MCC+MNC codes


	Action:
	Please return the questionnaire by 7 April 2006 at the latest


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
This circular is a result of the discussions at the 6-15 December 2005 meeting in Geneva of ITU-T Study Group 2 (SG2), concerning the current extra-territorial use of certain Mobile Country Code (MCC) + Mobile Network Code (MNC) resources.  The MNC and MCC are defined in ITU-T Recommendation E.212, The international identification plan for mobile terminals and mobile users.

2
According to Recommendation E.212, E.212 resources are assigned, structured and their use is defined by a series of ITU-T Recommendations, namely E.212 and E.190.  However, it has come to the attention of SG2 that such resources are being used in some countries or territories outside the geographic area of the identified Member State, by mobile operators who prefer to use another country’s MCC+MNC rather than the MCC+MNC code of the country or territory where their mobile network is physically located.

Such use can be referred to as “extra-territorial” use.

Definition of extra-territorial use of MCC+MNC: The situation where an MCC+MNC assigned to a network operator or service provider in one country (A) is used in another country (B) through a base station established in that country (B).  This situation is not intended to include situations where a subscriber in one country receives service from a base station in another country nor to address roaming issues.  Some examples of extra-territorial use are contained in Annex 1.

3
A summary of the recent discussions on this topic can be found under the heading “Cross-border use” in 3.6 of the Q.1/2 Progress Report for the 6-15 December 2005 meeting (TD 85 Rev.1 (WP 1/2)).  Please note that contributions to SG2 are requested on the topics summarized in 
TD 79 Rev.3 (WP 1/2).

4
Pursuant to Resolution 20 of the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly that took place in 2004 (WTSA-04), the Director of the TSB is responsible for managing international telecommunications numbering resources.  In this connection, TSB, on behalf of SG2, is seeking answers to certain questions about current practices concerning the extra-territorial use of MCC+MNCs.  Those questions are contained in Annex 2.
5
Any organization having pertinent information is encouraged to reply to the questionnaire contained in Annex 2.  Administrations are invited to reply in their own name and/or to forward the questionnaire as appropriate to operators and services providers.  Answers will be treated confidentially (see 6 below).

Replies should reach the TSB by 7 April 2006 at the latest.

6
The provided information above will be treated confidentially. That is, the TSB will collect the information and provide a summary to SG2 without identifying the country or geographic area or operator or service provider or Contact or communications details which is the source of the information: SG2 will only see countries or geographic areas identified as 1, 2,  etc.

7
I would like to stress the importance of this questionnaire, which will enable a comprehensive and complete view of Member States' experiences with respect to extra-territorial use of E.212 numbering resources to be collected and studied. I therefore count on your active co-operation in ensuring that your reply is as full as possible and that it reaches me by the prescribed deadline.

Yours faithfully,

H. Zhao
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 2

ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 64)
Examples which may constitute extra-territorial use of E.212 MCC+MNC codes


Note: the contents of the column “Used MCC-MNC and operator name” was prepared  by SG2; in some cases it differs from the information supplied on a voluntary basis by Administrations and published in the Annex to ITU Operational Bulletin No. 837 – 1.VI.2005; the differences may be due to lags in the notification to TSB by Administrations.
	
	Assigned
MCC
	Used MCC-MNC and
operator name
	Notes

	Anguilla
	365
	365-84 C&W
338-05 Digicel
plus St Martin carriers
	Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	Aruba
	363
	363-01 Setar
338-05 Digicel
	Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	Antigua & Barbuda
	344
	344-92 C&W
344-03 APUA
310-38 Digicel
	Used MCC 310 = USA

	Barbados
	342
	342-60 C&W
342-82 Sunbeach
310-38 Cingular
338-05 Digicel
	Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	Bermuda
	350
	350-02 BTC Mobility
310-38 Digicel
	Used MCC 310 = USA

	Cayman Islands
	346
	346-14 C&W
310-38 Cingular
338-05 Digicel
	Used MCC 310 = USA
Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	Dominica
	366
	366-11 C&W
310-38 Digicel
270-01 Orange
	Used MCC 370 = Dominican Republic; Orange (MCC+MNC 370-01) has been directed by ARCEP (France) to change to MCC 366
Used MCC 310 = USA

	Grenada
	352
	352-11 C&W
310-38 Cingular
338-05 Digicel
	Used MCC 310 = USA
Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	St Kitts & Nevis
	356
	356-11 C&W
310-38 Digicel
362-91 Cariaglobe (UTS)
	Used MCC 310 = USA
Used MCC 362 = Netherlands Antilles

	St Lucia
	358
	358-11 C&W
310-38 Cingular
338-05 Digicel
	Used MCC 310 = USA
Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	St Vincent
	360
	360-11 C&W
310-38 Cingular
338-05 Digicel
	Used MCC 310 = USA
Used MCC 338 = Jamaica

	Monaco
	212
	208-01 Orange
208-10 SFR
	Used MCC 208 = France

	San Marino
	292
	222-01 TIM
222-10 Vodafone
222-88 Wind
	Used MCC 222 = Italy

	Vatican City
	225
	222-01 TIM
222-10 Vodafone
222-88 Wind
	Used MCC 222 = Italy


annex 2
(to TSB Circular 64)

Questionnaire on reporting on extra-territorial use of E.212 MCC+MNC codes
Please return this questionnaire with the remark ‘Confidential’, duly completed, to the following address before 7 April 2006:

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau/ITU
Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20 (Switzerland)
Fax: +41 22 730 5853
E-mail: tsbsg2@itu.int 

Reply to the questionnaire on reporting on extra-territorial use of E.212 MCC+MNC codes
Name of your Administration or Organization: 


E.212 MCC code (and MNC if operator): 


Country:


Contact person:


Tel: ............................................................. Fax: 


Email: 



Note: The information provided above will be treated confidentially. That is, the TSB will collect the information and provide a summary to SG2 without identifying the country or geographic area or operator or service provider or contact information provided which is the source of the information: SG2 will only see countries or geographic areas identified as 1, 2, etc
Instructions:  Please fill out the following questions either on this survey or in a separate document to the best of your knowledge. 

1) Do you have any additional information concerning the examples given in Annex 1 of TSB Circular 64?
· No

· Yes.  If Yes, please specify: 


2) Are you aware of any examples of extra-territorial use of MCC+MNCs in addition to those given in Annex 1 of TSB Circular 64?
· No

· Yes.  If Yes, please specify: 


3) Do you know why some operators or service providers have chosen to implement extra-territorial use of MCC+MNC?
· Cost savings in the implementation of some mobile networks,

· Impact on roaming situations

· Size of population or territory

· Other, please specify: 


· Don’t know

4) In cases you are aware of, has the extra-territorial use of an MCC+MNC been approved by all national administrations concerned?
· Only “Exporting” administration (country A in 2 of TSB Circular 64)

· Only “Importing” administration (country B in 2 of TSB Circular 64) 

· Both administrations

· Neither administration. If so, please provide further information:

5) Are you aware of any plans for an extra-territorial use of an MCC+MNC in the future? 
· No

· Yes. If Yes, please provide further detail: 


6) Please provide any further information that you would consider appropriate.  Please use the space below or attach additional sheets.
________________
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