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	-
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	Copy:

-
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- To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG);

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Meeting of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group with a view to approving 3 draft amendments to existing ITU-T Recommendations A.4, A.6 and A.13 in accordance with the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004) - 
Geneva, 7 December 2007


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the request of the Chairman of the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG), I have the honour to inform you that this Group, which will meet from 3 to 7 December 2007, intends to apply the procedure described in Resolution 1, Section 9, of WTSA (Florianópolis, 2004) for the approval of three draft amendments to existing Recommendations.

2
The texts of these draft amendments to ITU-T Recommendations proposed for approval can be found in Annexes 1 to 3.
3
Any ITU Member State, Sector Member or Associate aware of a patent held by itself or others which may fully or partly cover elements of these draft amendments to existing Recommendations proposed for approval is requested to disclose such information to TSB, in accordance with the Common Patent Policy for ITU-T/ITU-R/ISO/IEC.

Available patent information can be accessed on‑line via the ITU‑T website (www.itu.int/ITU-T/ipr/).
4
Having regard to the provisions of Resolution 1, Section 9, I should be grateful if you would inform me by 2400 hours UTC on 21 November 2007 whether your Administration assigns authority to the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group that these draft amendments to existing Recommendations should be considered for approval at the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group meeting.


Should any Member States be of the opinion that consideration for approval should not proceed, they should advise their reasons for disapproving and indicate the possible changes that would facilitate further consideration and approval of the draft amendments to Recommendations.

5
If 70% or more of the replies from Member States support consideration for approval of these draft amendments to Recommendations at the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group meeting, one Plenary session will be devoted on 7 December 2007 to apply the approval procedure.

I accordingly invite your Administration to send a representative to the meeting. The Administrations of Member States of the Union are invited to supply the name of the head of their delegation. If your Administration wishes to be represented at the meeting by a recognized operating agency, a scientific or industrial organization or another entity dealing with telecommunication matters, the Director should be duly informed, in accordance with Article 19, No. 239, of the ITU Convention.

6
The agenda, registration form and all relevant information concerning the Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group meeting will be available from Collective letter 5/TSAG.
7
After the meeting, the Director of TSB will notify, in a circular, the decision taken on these amendments to Recommendations. This information will also be published in the ITU Operational Bulletin.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 3
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 154)
Draft amendment 2 to ITU-T Recommendation A.4 - “Communication process between
ITU-T and Forums and Consortia”
1.
Summary

This Recommendation describes how to initiate a communication process between ITU-T and a forum/consortium. It lists the A.4-qualifying criteria for forums/consortia, and it describes the document exchange between A.4-qualified forums/consortia and the ITU-T.
2.
Summary of reason for amendment
The amendment takes into account the results of the IPR Ad Hoc Group meeting held from 20 to 21 February 2007.
3.
Changes to text of draft amendment 2 to ITU-T Recommendation A.4
The Table in Annex A, “Qualifying criteria for forums/consortia communication process”, item 5 (IPR Policy), should read as follows:
	5)
IPR Policy and Guidelines on:


1.
patent;


2.
software copyright



(if 
applicable);



3.

 marks (if 


applicable); and


4.

copyright.
	1.

should be consistent with “Common Patent Policy for 

ITU-T/ITU-R/ISO/IEC” and “Guidelines for



Implementation of ITU‑T Patent policy” *;

2.

should be consistent with “ITU‑T Software 
Copyright Guidelines” *;

3.

should be consistent with “ITU-T Guidelines related to 
the inclusion of Marks in ITU-T Recommendations” ;

  4.

ITU and ITU Member States and Sector Members 
should have right to copy for standardization related 
purposes (see also ITU-T Rec. A.1 with regard to 
copying and distribution).


                                                                    *) particularly, licenses must be offered on a non-discriminatory basis on reasonable terms and conditions (whether free of charge or with monetary compensation) to both members and non-members.

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 154)
Draft amendment 2 to ITU-T Recommendation A.6 – “Cooperation and exchange of information between ITU-T and national and regional standards development organizations” 
1.
Summary

This Recommendation describes the establishment of the process for cooperation and information exchange between ITU-T and national and regional standards development organizations, and the communication process once an organization has been A.6-qualified. It lists the A.6-qualifying criteria for national and regional standards development organizations.
2.
Summary of reason for amendment

The amendment takes into account the results of the IPR Ad Hoc Group meeting held from 20 to 21 February 2007.

3.
Changes to text of draft amendment to ITU-T Recommendation A.6

The Table in Annex A, “Qualifying criteria for cooperation and exchange of information process with national and regional standards development organizations”, item 5 (IPR Policy), should read as follows:
	5)
IPR Policy and Guidelines on:


1.

patent;


2.

software copyright (if applicable);


3.

 marks (if applicable); and

4.

copyright.
	1.

should be consistent with “Common Patent Policy for 

ITU-T/ITU-R/ISO/IEC” and “Guidelines for



Implementation of ITU‑T Patent policy” *);

2.

should be consistent with “ITU‑T Software 
CopyrightGuidelines” *);

3.

should be consistent with “ITU-T Guidelines related 
to the inclusion of Marks in ITU-T 
Recommendations”;

4.

ITU and ITU Member States and Sector Members 
should have right to copy for standardization related 
purposes 
(see also ITU-T Rec. A.1 with regard to 
copying and distribution).


                                                                    *) particularly, licenses must be offered on a non-discriminatory basis on reasonable terms and conditions (whether free of charge or with monetary compensation) to both members and non-members.

ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 154)
Draft amendment 1 to ITU-T Recommendation A.13 – “Supplements to ITU-T Recommendations”  
1.
Summary

This Recommendation describes the general principles that shall be applied by study groups for the development, approval, identification and revision of Supplements.
2.
Summary of reason for amendment

The amendment allows for agreement of a Supplement by a working party under certain conditions.
3. Changes to text of draft amendment 1 to  ITU-T Recommendation A.13
Clause 2.2 should read as follows:
“2.2

Supplements do not require approval according to Resolution 1 or Recommendation A.8 procedures; agreement by the study group or by TSAG (in case of a Supplement developed by TSAG) is sufficient. A working party may agree to a Supplement if the study group that set up the working party has previously identified this Supplement and has authorised the working party to do so at the previous study group meeting.”
___________
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