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	Subject:
	ITU/CITEL PCC.I - Seminar “Bridging the Standardization Divide”, Mendoza, Argentina, 24 September 2007


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
I would like to inform you that a seminar entitled “Bridging the Standardization Divide” jointly organized by ITU-T, ITU-D and the Permanent Consultative Committee I , Telecommunications (PCC.I) of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission - CITEL and in close collaboration with the Secretaría de Comunicaciones del Ministerio de Planificación Federal, Inversión Pública y Servicios y la Comisión Nacional de Comunicaciones de la República Argentina, will take place on 24 September 2007 in Mendoza, Argentina, and will precede the CITEL-PCC.I meeting planned from 25 to 28 September 2007 in the same location. The venue will be announced in the website of the event http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/standardization/mendoza/index.html  
The seminar will open at 0900 hours and registration will start at 0800 hours the same day.

This initiative is in response to Resolution 123 of the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006), as well as the operative paragraphs of Resolutions 44 (Florianópolis, 2004), 54 (Florianópolis, 2004) and 17 (Rev. Florianópolis, 2004) and Resolution 47 (Doha, 2006) to assist in bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries and per CITEL Resolution PCC.I/RES.105(X-07). 
2
Discussions will be held in English and Spanish with interpretation between the two languages.

3
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. The seminar is free of charge and no fellowships will be granted by ITU. 

4
The seminar, addressed to manufacturers, operators, service providers, regulators and administrations, will provide a panorama on recent technologies and technological convergence in information and communication technologies (ICT) that have created major standardization challenges for all stakeholders such as NGN, multimedia, Voice over IP (VoIP), IPTV, security and regulatory issues. The seminar will highlight opportunities and tools to enhance cooperation and participation in standardization activities and, moreover, to facilitate standards implementation in developing countries.
5
An advanced programme of the seminar is set out in Annex 1 hereto.

6
Updated information relating to the seminar including the programme and presentations will be available on the ITU-T Seminar website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/standardization/mendoza/index.html 
7
For your convenience, practical information is enclosed in Annex 2 hereto.
8
To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the seminar, I should be grateful if you would send to TSB the registration form in Annex 3, duly completed (one per participant) by fax (+41 22 730 5853), by e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) or via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/standardization/mendoza/index.html as soon as possible, but not later than 3 September 2007.
9
We would remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Argentina. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Argentina in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Please refer to the address http://www.turismo.gov.ar/eng/menu.htm for additional information.

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 3
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 160)

ADVANCE PROGRAMME

ITU/CITEL PCC.I Seminar “Bridging the Standardization Divide”

Mendoza, Argentina, 24 September 2007
For more details on this seminar and updates to the program, please see the seminar website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/standardization/mendoza/index.html  
	09:00 – 09:45
	Opening Session

	09:45– 10:00
	Coffee break

	10:00 – 12:00
	Session 1: Standards Development and Hot Topics

Objectives: This session will introduce standards development organizations, such as ITU-T and CITEL-PCC.I, discuss their structures, working/approval methods, tools implemented to ease participation, IPR policies, and main achievements.  In addition, this session will provide an overview of hot topics that these organizations are currently studying, e.g.:

· NGN, Cyber security

· VoIP, IPTV, Multimedia

· Emergency services, Accessibility

	12:00 – 13:30
	Lunch break

	13:30 – 15:00
	Session 2: Role of Governments and Regulators
Objectives: This session will deal with the role of governments and regulatory authorities in addressing policy and regulatory issues. It will also provide insight into possible ways for harmonizing standards; applying IPR rules; ensuring Quality of Service; and addressing interoperability and inter-working requirements.

	15:00 – 15:30
	Coffee break

	15:30 – 17:00
	Session 3: Representation, Education and Opportunities for the Region
Objectives: This session will overview initiatives undertaken in the region concerning the development of standards and opportunities to participate in the standardization work.  In addition, the session will discuss case studies and success stories, including initiatives in the field of education and cooperation among various stakeholders to analyze the impact of standardization on citizens.  The session will also consider strategies that promote standards in the region, e.g.:

· Strategies for representation and participation of developing economies in the Americas Region in ITU activities

· Strategies for developing understanding of key standard technologies

· Economic and competitive aspects of standards deployment.


	17:00 – 17:15
	break

	17:15 – 18:00
	Session 4: Panel - Conclusions and Recommendations
Objectives: This panel discussion and interactive session will build upon seminar discussion to identify those will actions that should be put in place to bridge the standardization divide between the developed and developing countries and enhance the participation of developing countries in the activities and proceedings of SDOs.  The panel will also identify  priorities for a standardization work plan, e.g.:

· Cooperation among ITU-T, PCC.I and SDOs

· Coordination and collaboration with other Regions

· WTSA-08 and Worldwide Standardization Roundtable and Coordination.

	18:00 – 18:15
	Session 5: Summary and Closing Remarks

Objectives: Review and Summary of Seminar results


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 160)

1.
Seminar Venue: details on the venue of the seminar will be available soon in the seminar’s web page http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/standardization/mendoza/index.html  
2.
Accommodation: the list of hotels and the reservation form will be available as soon as possible in the web page http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/standardization/mendoza/index.html  
3.
Visa information for Argentina: Please consult embassy/consulate in your country and in the following web sites:

http://www.cancilleria.gov.ar/portal/temas_consulares/visas_turismo.html http://www.turismo.gov.ar/eng/menu.htm
.

4.
Other general information

4.1
Currency



The peso ($) is the official currency of Argentina, although dollars are generally accepted everywhere.  Exchange into local currency can be done in banks and authorized exchange brokers.  The most frequently accepted credit cards are American Express, VISA, Diners, and Master Card. The exchange rate may fluctuate.  On July 17, 2007, the exchange rate was:  US$1 = $3.11

4.2
Climate



The weather in Mendoza is temperate, humid, and mild year-round.  Days of intense cold or heat are few.  Temperatures range from 18.4 to 26ºC (65 to 79º F).  At this time of year, the highest temperature is 23ºC (74F).

4.3
Time Difference



Argentina's time zone is 3 hours behind GMT (Greenwich Meridian Time).

4.4
Electricity



Argentina uses alternating current and the voltage is 220 volts.  Hotels usually have 110 volt adapters.

4.5
Information on Mendoza (www)



For more information on the City of Mendoza, we suggest you visit the following website: http://www.turismo.mendoza.gov.ar/
4.6
Vaccination requirements and medical facilities



No vaccination certificate is required for entry, except for cholera and yellow fever in the case of passengers  from countries where these diseases are endemic.

4.7 Taxes


At the airport, you can be reimbursed the 21% of all amounts paid, which is the Value Added Tax, if you have  purchased domestic products over $70 (per invoice) at shops which belong to the “Global Refund” system.

4.8 
Additional information can be found in http://www.turismo.gov.ar/eng/menu.htm 
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	REGISTRATION FORM

	
To be returned to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int) by 3 September 2007

	


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mr    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mrs     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ms    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Miss
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Administration of ITU Member State

	
	
	

	____________________________________________
Family name
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Sector Member

	
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

ITU Associate

	____________________________________________
First name
	
	

	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-Member

	
	
	

	

	Name and full address of administration or organization:

	______________________________________________
	Tel: _____________________________________________

	______________________________________________
	

	______________________________________________
	Fax :_____________________________________________

	_________________________________________
	E-mail : _________________________________________

	

	

	Hotel :

	________________________________________________
	Tel. : _______________________________________

	
	

	

	Date: ___________________________
	Signature: ______________________________________


Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11           Telex 421 000 uit ch                     E-mail : itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56           Telegram ITU GENEVE              www.itu.int

Switzerland                                Gr4:     +41 22 730 65 00
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