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Geneva, 16 January 2009
	Ref:
	TSB Circular 13
TSBDIR

	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union

	Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:
	+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
tsbdir@itu.int 
	Copy:
-
To ITU-T Sector Members;
-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


	Subject:
	New WTSA Resolution on Non-discriminatory access and use of Internet resources


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-08) was held in Johannesburg from 21 to 30 October 2008.  It adopted a number of new Resolutions, including a new Resolution 69 on non-discriminatory access and use of Internet resources.  You will find the text of that new Resolution in Annex 1.
2
The mentioned Resolution instructs the Director of TSB to integrate and analyze the information on incidents reported from Member States; and to report this information to Member States, through an appropriate mechanism.
3
During the informal discussions that led to the agreement on the text of this new Resolution, mention was made of the mechanisms used for reporting of misuse of E.164 numbers as a possible model for implementation of the reporting called for in the new Resolution.

4
Taking that into account I would propose to implement the new Resolution by applying the procedure and notification form found in Annex 2.  A web site reflecting these procedures would then be created.

5
I would be grateful for your comments on this proposal by 27 February 2009.  

Yours faithfully,
Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau 
Annexes: 2
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 13)
Resolution 69 – Non-discriminatory access and use of Internet resources

(Johannesburg, 2008)

The World Telecommunication Standard Assembly (Johannesburg, 2008),

considering

that one of the purposes of ITU laid down in Article 1 of the ITU Constitution is “to maintain and extend international cooperation among all its Member States for the improvement and rational use of telecommunications of all kinds”,

considering further

approved documents of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), Geneva 2003 and Tunis 2005, in its Declaration of Principles, especially §§ 11, 19, 20, 21 and 49 thereof,

noting

that § 48 of the WSIS Declaration of Principles recognized that: “The Internet has evolved into a global facility available to the public and its governance should constitute a core issue of the Information Society agenda. The international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. It should ensure an equitable distribution of resources, facilitate access for all and ensure a stable and secure functioning of the Internet, taking into account multilingualism”,

recognizing

a)
that the second phase of WSIS (Tunis, November 2005) identified ITU as the possible moderator/facilitator for the following WSIS Action Lines from the Plan of Action: C2 (Information and communication infrastructure) and C5 (Building confidence and security in use of the ICTs);

b)
that the Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya, 2006) entrusted the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) with a range of activities aimed at implementing the WSIS (Tunis, 2005) outcomes, a number of those activities having to do with Internet-related issues;

c)
Resolution 102 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference on ITU’s role with regard to international public policy issues pertaining to the Internet and the management of Internet resources, including domain names and addresses;

d)
that management of the registration and allocation of Internet domain names and addresses must fully reflect the geographical nature of the Internet, taking into account an equitable balance of interests of all stakeholders,

taking into account

a)
that ITU-T is dealing with technical and policy issues related to IP-based networks, including the Internet and next generation networks;

b)
that a number of the resolutions of this assembly deal with Internet-related issues,

resolves to invite Member States

1
to refrain from taking any unilateral and/or discriminatory actions that could impede another Member State from accessing public Internet sites, within the spirit of Article 1 of the ITU Constitution and the WSIS principles;

2
to report to the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau on any incident referred to in 1 above,

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

1
to integrate and analyse the information on incidents reported from Member States;

2
to report this information to Member States, through an appropriate mechanism,

invites Member States and Sector Members

to submit contributions to the ITU-T study groups that contribute to the prevention and avoidance of such practices
ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 13)

Proposed procedure for implementation of
Resolution 69 – Non-discriminatory access and use of Internet resources

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-08) was held in Johannesburg from 21 to 30 October 2008.  It adopted a number of new Resolutions, including a new Resolution 69 on Non-discriminatory access and use of Internet resources.

That Resolution instructs the Director of TSB to integrate and analyze the information on incidents reported from Member States; and to report this information to Member States, through an appropriate mechanism.

The cited Resolution has been brought to the attention of ITU Member States by TSB Circular 13.

ITU Member States are asked to use the Notification Form of possible incidents regarding discrimination with respect to access to Internet resources to notify the TSB of such situations.  

Any reports received by the TSB will be sent to the Administration of the concerned Member States (that is, the Administration of the Member State from which the report originates, and the Administration of the Member State where the discrimination is alleged to have taken place).

All reports and any replies are available on this website and can be accessed by ITU TIES users only.
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ITU members are asked to use this form to notify the TSB of situations that they are aware of that indicate possible discrimination with respect to access of Internet resources
(WTSA Resolution 89).

In providing such information, members are asked to explain why they believe that the reported situation should be investigated.

Notifications can be viewed from a list posted on this site. From this page, ITU members can send a response to one of the notifications by clicking on the "Submit” button.

Date: 16/1/2009

Country of residence of person notifying the potential discrimination (List of ITU Member States): [Select country v

Place of residence of source of the potential discrimination (150 list): [Select country. v

Name:

Telephone No.

Email

Do you wish for your identity/contact details to remain confidential? O Yes @ No

Country where you believe the potential discrimination is oceuring (List of ITU Member States): | Select country

Organization whom you believe is responsible for the potential discrimination (if known):

Organization:

Telephone No.

Email

Brief explanation of potential discrimination or why you believe that this situation should be investigated

Proposed or suggested corrective actions
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