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Geneva, 13 May 2009
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 40
COM 2/RH

+41 22 730 5887
+41 22 730 5853
	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union;

	E-mail:
	tsbsg2@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To ITU-T Sector Members;

-
To ITU-T Associates;

-
To the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Group 2;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Extra-territorial use of E.212 MCC + MNC


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At its 24 March-2 April 2009 meeting, ITU-T Study Group 2 agreed to invite the Director of TSB to issue a Circular and a note in the Operational Bulletin inviting administrations to notify the TSB, in accordance with E.212, of any extra-territorial use of MCC+MNC.
2
Consequently, the following statement will be published in Operational Bulletin 932 on 15 May 2009:

At its meeting in September 2008, ITU-T Study Group 2 approved a new Annex E to 
ITU-T Recommendation E.212, on the use of a Mobile Country Code plus Mobile Network Code (MCC + MNC) in a country other than the country to which the MCC has been assigned by the Director of TSB.  That Annex calls for the Administrations of the two concerned countries to notify the Director of TSB with respect to extra-territorial use of an MCC+MNC and it includes forms for such notifications.

To date, only one notification has been received by the TSB.

In October 2007, a number of extra-territorial uses of MCC+MNC has been reported to ITU-T, involving a number of Caribbean countries, and, in Europe, Monaco, San Marino, and Vatican City.

If such extra-territorial uses of MCC+MNC continue then, pursuant to Annex E of ITU-T Recommendation E.212, such uses should be notified to the TSB by the Administrations of the concerned countries, and the concerned Administrations are invited to do so.

3 The cited new Annex E of ITU-T Recommendation E.212 can be found in Annex 1 to this Circular.

4 Administrations of concerned countries are invited to use the forms contained in Appendices I and II of ITU-T Recommendation E.212 in order to notify the TSB of any extra-territorial use of MCC+MNC.  The cited Appendices can be found in Annex 1 to this Circular.
Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annex: 1
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 40)

Annex E to ITU-T Recommendation E.212

The use of an MCC+MNC in a country other than the country to which the MCC has been assigned by the Director of TSB
E.1
Introduction

Extra-territorial use of MCC+MNC is the term used to describe the situation where an MCC+MNC assigned to an operator in one country ("Country A") is used in another country ("Country B") through a base station established in Country B. Extra-territorial use does not include situations where a subscriber in one country receives service from a base station in another country nor to address roaming issues. 
The extra-territorial use of MCC+MNC:
•
should not negatively impact services being provided by any other operators,  

•
is on an exceptional basis and is subject to this annex, 

•
is not intended to include situations where a subscriber in one country receives service from a base station located in another country (e.g., cross-border coverage leakage), or roaming,

•
must comply with all national regulations of each of the Administrations.
The operator using an MCC+MNC extra-territorially must provide unique and unambiguous information to its roaming partners, in order to allow them to identify the location of their subscribers. The use of MCC+MNC extra-territorially should be communicated to the international community by those Administrations which have permitted such usages.
E.2
Procedure to be followed for the implementation of an extra-territorial use of an MCC+MNC
In the event that an operator wishes to implement the extra-territorial use of an MCC+MNC, it will seek the approval of the Administrations of both Country A and Country B.

The operator will apply to each of the Administrations providing the information required by these Administrations. It is suggested that the Administrations should obtain from the operator the information they will need to complete form A (see Appendix I), in addition to any other documentation required. 

The Administrations should confer together on the use of the MCC+MNC extra-territorially and notify the operator which applied for extra-territorial use of the MCC+MNC and all other PLMNs operating in either or both of Country A and Country B of their decision.
In the event that both of the Administrations agree that an operator can use the MCC+MNC extra-territorially, then each of the Administrations will advise the Director of TSB of the following: 
•
the MCC+MNC that is to be used extra-territorially;

•
the countries where an MCC+MNC is being used extra-territorially;

•
the name of operator(s) who are using an MCC+MNC extra-territorially; 

•
the MSIN range used by the operator in each country.
It is expected that normal roaming practices, tariffing, and other country identification mechanisms of Country B will be followed.

Each of the Administrations will notify the Director of TSB using the completed form A for an extra-territorial usage of an MCC+MNC. The Director of TSB shall publish the extra-territorial use via the appropriate media (e.g., ITU website, Operational Bulletin).
E.3
Voluntary return of an MNC

If an operator determines that the part of an MCC+MNC resource being used for extra-territorial use is no longer required, then the operator would notify the National administration of the MCC (Country A) of that fact in writing.

The National Administration of the MCC will respond in writing to the applicant acknowledging the return of that part of the MCC+MNC and, in turn, notify the Director of TSB and all PLMNs operating in either or both of Country A and Country B.

The Director of TSB is to publish the date of the return of the part of the MCC+MNC for extra-territorial use in the appropriate media (e.g., ITU website (TIES), and in the Operational Bulletin).

E.4
Criteria for cancellation of extra-territorial use

The assigned part of the MCC+MNC is subject to cancellation by the National Administration of Country B if, for example, any of the following occurs:

•
The assigned part of MCC+MNC is not implemented;

•
The network no longer satisfies the assignment criteria;

•
The network is not operational; or

•
The part of the MCC+MNC is not in use for a period of 2 years.

E.5
Cancellation procedures

The operator will cease to use that portion of the MCC+MNC for extra-territorial use upon the request of Country B. 

Country B will ask Country A to cancel the authorization it has issued to the operator for the extra‑territorial use.

Country A cancels the extra-territorial use of the part of the MCC+MNC resource in Country B. 

Country A and Country B will notify the Director of TSB by completing form B (see Appendix II). They should also notify all PLMNs operating in either or both of Country A and Country B.
The Director of TSB shall publish the date of the cancellation of the extra-territorial use via the appropriate media (e.g., ITU website (TIES), and in the Operational Bulletin).
Appendix I to ITU-T Recommendation E.212

Form A: Notification of the use of an MCC/MNC extra-territorially
To be returned to the Director of TSB Fax No.: +41 22 730 5853

This form should be used by each of the Administrations to notify the Director of TSB that the Administration has agreed that an operator can use an MCC+MNC of Country A in Country B.

MCC/MNC:

Administration Contact-Person Name:

Address:

Telephone: ___________________ Fax: ___________________ Email:

	MCC/MNC
	Operator(s) Name
	Country B – Where the MCC/MNC is to be used 
extra-territorially
	MSIN range to 
be used in Country A 
	MSIN range to 
be used in Country B

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Appendix II to ITU-T Recommendation E.212

Form B: Notification of the cancellation of use of an MCC/MNC 
extra-territorially
To be returned to the Director of TSB Fax No.: +41 22 730 5853

This form should be used by each of the Administrations to notify the Director of TSB that the Administration has agreed that an operator can cancel the use of an MCC+MNC of Country A in Country B.
MCC/MNC:

Administration Contact-Person Name:

Address:

Telephone: ___________________ Fax: ___________________ Email:

	MCC/MNC
	Operator(s) Name
	Country B – Where the MCC/MNC is used extra-territorially
	MSIN range 
used in Country A 
	MSIN range used in Country B

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


___________________
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