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Geneva, 9 July 2009
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 51
TSB Workshops/P.R.

+41 22 730 5235
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union;

- To ITU-T Sector Members;

- To ITU-T Associates;


	E-mail:
	tsbworkshops@itu.int 
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups
-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	ITU-T Forum on Implementation of WTSA-08 Decisions and Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap -
(Nadi, Fiji, 16-17 September 2009)


Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the kind invitation of the Government of Fiji, ITU-T in association with the Commonwealth Telecommunications Organization (CTO), is organizing a Forum on  Implementation of WTSA-08 Decisions and Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap, which will take place at the Sheraton Fiji Hotel, Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji, from 16 to 17 September 2009.
The event will open at 0930 hours on the first day. Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be displayed on screens at the entrances of the venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English only.

3
Participation to the forum and workshop is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  

4
The objectives of the forum are to review the Asia-Pacific experience in WTSA-08 and to consider the activities put in place to implement those Resolutions that are of interest to the region.  The workshop will also focus on actions to Bridge the Standardization Gap in Asia-Pacific and on key hot topics in ITU-T standards work.
5
A draft programme of the forum and workshop is set out in Annex 1 hereto. The updated programme, presentations and relevant information will be made available at the ITU-T website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/wtsa-08/200909/index.html.
6
Practical information relating to this event is enclosed as Annex 2. 

7
Accommodation: Detailed information on accommodation including list of hotels can be found in Annex 2 or at the ITU-T website: http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/wtsa-08/200909/index.html.  For your convenience, a hotel and transfer reservation form is enclosed as Annex 3.  Delegates are requested to book their hotel rooms directly with the hotel of their choice by completing and returning this form by Thursday, 20 August 2009.

Transportation from the airport to the hotels and meeting venue will be provided by the host Administration.  In order to ensure airport pickup and transfer, delegates are requested to send a copy of their hotel and transfer reservation form by fax or email to Ms Mere Rakuita-Vuniwaqa, 
Fax: 679 - 3305 421, E-mail: mvuniwaqa@ag.gov.fj; mrakuita@gmail.com.  (Please use both email addresses when emailing to ensure that email reaches intended recipient).
 8
Fellowships: ITU-T will provide a limited number of partial fellowships, within the available budget, to one participant per eligible country within the Asia-Pacific region only as specified in “Condition 2 “ of the Fellowship request form in Annex 4. The participant must be duly authorized by the respective ITU Administrations from Least Developed Countries and from developing countries with per-capita income under US$ 2,000. While the provision of fellowship is limited to only one participant per country, the number of delegates from a country is not limited provided the expenses of additional delegates are borne by the country. Participants requiring a fellowship are requested to complete the Fellowship Request Form in Annex 4 and return it to the ITU by fax to +41 22 730 5778 by Monday, 17 August 2009 at the latest.  
9
Registration: To enable TSB to make the necessary arrangements concerning the organization of the forum and workshop, I should be grateful if you would register via the on-line form at http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/wtsa-08/200909/index.html as soon as possible, but not later than Friday, 4 September 2009.  Please note that pre-registration of participants to the forum and workshop is carried out exclusively online.
10
We would also like to inform you that there may be visa requirements for citizens of some countries to enter Fiji. Where this is the case, visa applications can be made at any Fiji Embassy or Fiji Consular Office in your country.  Visas can also be applied for online by sending an email to Ms Doris Elizabeth Koroi (dkoroi@immi.gov.fj) at the Immigration Office in Suva, Fiji.  Delegates are requested to carefully read the detailed information provided on visa requirements in Annex 2 or at:  http://www.itu.int/ITU-T/worksem/wtsa-08/200909/index.html.

Yours faithfully,
Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 4
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 51)
ITU-T Forum on Implementation of WTSA-08 Decisions and Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap (Nadi, Fiji, 16-17 September 2009)

Advance Programme
Objectives:  The objectives are to review the Asia-Pacific experience in WTSA-08 and to consider the activities put in place to implement those Resolutions that are of interest to the region.  The workshop will also focus on actions to Bridge the Standardization Gap in Asia-Pacific and on key hot topics in ITU-T standards work.

	Day 1, 16 September 2009

	09:30 — 10:00
	Opening Session:  Welcome and Opening addresses



	10:00 — 11:15
	SESSION 1: WTSA-08 Outcomes 

Objectives:  This session will present an overview of ITU and main WTSA-08 results.  It will also review the WTSA-08 outcomes in relation to the interest of countries in Asia-Pacific.



	11:15 — 11:30
	Coffee break

	11:30 — 12:30
	SESSION 2: Hot Topics in Standardization, conformance assessment and interoperability Issues


Objectives: This session will address the concerns of countries in Asia-Pacific related to conformance of equipment and services to ITU-T Standards.  Resolution 76 (WTSA-08) is a way to respond to this issue and some aspects will be addressed to Council-09.  This session will provide additional elements of discussion for the ITU Council-09 on this issue.



	12:30 — 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 — 15:30
	SESSION 3: Hotter Topics

Objectives: This session will examine some of the key standards issues being dealt with in ITU-T under relevant WTSA-08 Resolutions and provide updates on latest developments, with a focus on issues of interest to Asia-Pacific.

	15:30 – 16:00
	Coffee break

	16:00 – 17:30
	Session 4: Trends in NGN and migration strategies

Objectives: This session will discuss key issues in the deployment of NGN, including current standards work, architecture, migration strategies and relevant technologies, with focus on convergence.



	
	Day 2, 17 September 2009

	09:30 — 10:30
	Session 5: Bridging the Standardization Gap:  the View from Asia-Pacific

Objectives: The sessions on BSG will provide concrete advice to developing countries on how to improve their standards readiness and participate more effectively in standards work at ITU and to make the best use of standards.  It will present research conducted and case studies on factors that determine national standards readiness.



	10:30 — 11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00 — 12:30
	Session 6: Meeting Standardization Needs in Asia-Pacific



	12:30 — 14:00
	Lunch

	14:00 — 15:30
	Session 7: Ways to reduce the Standardization Gap

 

	15:30 — 16:00
	Coffee break

	16:00 — 17:30
	 Panel discussion and Close


ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 51)
ITU-T Forum on Implementation of WTSA-08 Decisions and Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap

(Nadi, Fiji, 16-17 September 2009)

Practical Information 
VENUE

Name of the hotel: 
Sheraton Fiji 

Address: 
Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji

Tel: 
+679 675 8321
Fax : 
+679 675 0588
E mail : 
Mohini.lata@sheraton.com

Website: 
www.sheratonfiji.com 

ACCOMMODATION

(a) 

Name of the hotel: 
Westin Resort and Spa, Sheraton Fiji and Sheraton Villas

Address: 
Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji

Tel: 
+679 675 8321 
Fax:  
+679 675 0588
E mail: 
Mohini.lata@sheraton.com 
Website:
www.sheratonfiji.com 
Room Tariff per night: 
FJD$265 (Sheraton)



FJD$265 Guestroom (Villas)



FJD$499 1bedroom Garden Suite (Villas)



FJD$180 Garden View (Westin) 

· Inclusive of taxes & breakfast 

As the conference venue this is the recommended hotel for delegates to stay at. In addition, the following hotels are available, from which transport will be provided to the conference venue. All hotels listed below are about 5 minutes away from the venue of the Conference.

(B) 

Name of the hotel:  
Sofitel Fiji Resort and Spa

Address: 
Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji

Tel:        
+679 675 1111

Fax:       
+679 675 1122

E mail :  
reservations@sofitelfiji.com.fj 
Website: 
www.sofitelfiji.com.fj 
Room Tariff per night:
FJD$179.00 inclusive of taxes and breakfast.

(C) 
Name of the hotel: 
Fiji Beach Resort and Spa Managed by Hilton

Address: 
Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji

Tel:      
+679 675 6800

Fax:     
+679 675 6801

E mail: 
reservations.fiji@hilton.com 
Website: 
www.fijibeachresortbyhilton.com  
Room Tariff per night: 
FJD$185.00 for studio.

FJD$285.00 1bedroom suite

Inclusive of taxes and breakfast.

(D) 

Name of the hotel: 
Radisson Resort Fiji

Address : 
Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji

Tel:           
+679 675 6677
Fax:         
+679 675 6655   

E mail :   
reservations@radissonfiji.com 
Website: 
www.radison.com.fj 
Room Tariff per night:
FJD$235 Guest room – maximum of 3 adults



FJD$295 1 Bedroom suite – maximum of 3 adults



FJD$530 2 Bedroom suite – maximum of 6 adults

(E) 

Name of the hotel: 
Golf Terraces

Address: 
Denarau Island, Nadi, Fiji

Tel: 
+679 675 0557

Fax: 
+679 675 0899

E mail: 
sales@golfterraces.com.fj 
Website: 
www.golfterraces.com.fj 
Room Tariff per night: 

FJD$220 (VIP) 1 b/room suite – maximum of 2 adults & 1 child 

FJD$367 (VIP) 2 Bedroom - maximum 6 people

FJD$440 (VIP) 3 Bedroom apartment  - maximum 7 people 

TRANSPORTATION 

All guests who have sent through their flight details will be met at Nadi airport by representatives of the Nadi based Destination Management Companies (DMC). The representatives will be holding a sign with the conference logo and will have a check list of passengers whom they are expecting.

For all confirmed arrivals private transfers will be booked. The vehicle size and type will depend upon the number of passengers arriving off each flight.

Guests will be guided to the waiting transport and when they depart the airport the resort will be notified that they are on the way.

For guests that are not confirmed prior to arrival there is the option of taxi service.

The estimated cost is FJD$30 per person.

For all guests that confirm transfer arrangements with the DMC vehicles will be confirmed to collect guests from their accommodation two and half hours prior to their flight departure time.

The size of the vehicle will depend upon the number of passengers on each departure. 

Separate arrangements will be made for Ministers of State.

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS
  
There are no immunization requirements for Fiji.  At the moment, there have been no reported cases of the H1N1 virus in Fiji.  However, border control measures exist to contain the virus if there is suspicion that our visitors are carriers of this virus.

VISA REQUIREMENTS

The citizens of the following countries are exempted from carrying Visas for entry into Fiji:

Antigua & Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Austria, The Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Bermuda, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Columbia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Estonia, The federal Republic of Germany, The federated States of Micronesia, Finland, France, The Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guyana, Holy See (Vatican), Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kiribati, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lesotho, Luxemburg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Nauru, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, The Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Ireland, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Romania, Russia, Samoa, Serbia, Slovak Republic, St Kitts & Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent & The Grenadines, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, province of China, Tanzania, Thailand, Tonga, Trinidad & Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Ukraine, United Kingdom of great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Zambia and Zimbabwe

For those delegates who have to apply for a Visa, applications can be made at any Fiji Embassy or Fiji Consular Office in respective countries.  Visas can otherwise be applied for online by sending an email to Ms Doris Elizabeth Koroi (dkoroi@immi.gov.fj) at the Immigration Office in Suva, Fiji.  For online applications which have been approved, a letter of approval will be emailed to the delegate which should be brought by the delegate when travelling to Fiji.  Such delegate’s visa will be given on arrival at the Nadi International Airport.  

For all visa applications (either made at Fiji embassies or via email) the following documents must be provided:

VISA APPLICATION CHECKLIST

1.Fully completed application form (Visitor Visa form from: www.immigration.gov.fj)

2.Coloured Passport size photographs

3.Original Passport (scanned pages for online applications)

4.Sponsor Letter

5.Travel Itinerary

6.Proof of funds e.g Bank Statement

7.Consent letter from spouse (if married)

8.Leave Letter (if applicant is employed)

9.Proof of Relationship (if applying for relative)


10.Fee - $93.00 Single entry visa

  $185.00 Multiple entry visa

Note

      1.The application fee is non –refundable.

DEPARTURE TAX
Departure tax is included in the purchase price of the air ticket. No additional tax is required to be paid at the airport.

TIME ZONE 
GMT + 12 hours 
weather
Fiji is a tropical zone. During our winter from May until September the weather is clear and warm during the day and a little cooler in the evening. Average temperatures range between 19 degrees Celsius and 28 degrees Celsius during the month of September.

LANGUAGE 
The official language of Fiji is English. 

ELECTRICITY    

The electricity supply in Fiji is 240 volts AC.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
There are reliable public buses as well as reasonably priced taxi services. Taxis can be arranged through the hotel concierge. There is a complementary shuttle through the Sheraton properties and a free shopping shuttle to Denarau Marina or $4 FJD per day unlimited use of the Denarau Bula Bus.

CURRENCY – EXCHANGE RATES  

The Fijian national currency is the Fiji Dollar (FJD). The exchange rate fluctuates. However, as at 17 June 2009, the following rates applied for FJD$1:

US
$0.5076

GB 
₤0.3088

Euro 
0.3768

Current conversion rates are available on www.xe.com/ucc 

	HOST CONTACT person  

Government 

Ms Mereseini Vuniwaqa

Deputy State Solicitor 

Attorney General’s Chambers

Suvavou House

Victoria Parade

Suva

Fiji

Tel: 679 – 3309 866

Fax: 679 – 3305 421

Mobile: 679 – 970 9756

E-mail: mvuniwaqa@ag.gov.fj; mrakuita@gmail.com    
Please use both addresses when emailing as govnet address may not allow certain attachments to come through due to its size.

Conference (Private Sector) Facilitator

Sally Cooper

Destination Management Companies Manager

PO Box 9172, Nadi Airport, Fiji Islands

Tel: (679)6722811 ext 240

Fax: (679)6720389

Mobile:(679)9993890

Email: sallyc@atspacific.com.fj

www.atspacific.com

	CTO HQ CONTACT

Lasantha De Alwis  

Corporate Secretary and Senior Manager, Programmes  

Commonwealth Telecommunications Organization 

64 – 66, Glenthorne Road
Hammersmith
London, W6 0LR  

UK

Tel: (Direct) +44 (0)20 8600 3814           
Tel: (General) +44 (0)20 8600 3800              
Fax: +44 (0)208 600 3819
E Mail: l.dealwis@cto.int 

ITU HQ CONTACT
Mr Arthur Levin

Head, Standardization Policy Division International Telecommunication Union

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

Place des Nations

1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Tel: (Direct) +41 (22) 730 6113 
Fax: +41 (22) 730 5853

E Mail: arthur.levin@itu.int 
Mr Paolo Rosa
Head, Workshops & Promotion Division International Telecommunication Union

Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

Place des Nations

1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

Tel: (Direct) +41 (22) 730 5235 
Fax: +41 (22) 730 5853

E Mail: paolo.rosa@itu.int 


ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 51)
HOTEL AND TRANSFER RESERVATION FORM 

Delegates are kindly requested to complete and return the hotel reservation form directly to the hotel of their choice by 20 August 2009. To ensure airport pickup and transfer, a copy of this form should also be sent by fax or email by 20 August 2009 to: Ms Mere Rakuita-Vuniwaqa, Fax: 679 - 3305 421, E-mail: mvuniwaqa@ag.gov.fj;  and mrakuita@gmail.com.  (Please use both email addresses when emailing to ensure that email reaches intended recipient).
Host contact person: (For airport transfers)
Ms Mere Rakuita-Vuniwaqa
Fax: 679 - 3305 421, 
E-mail: mvuniwaqa@ag.gov.fj;  and  mrakuita@gmail.com
(Please use both email addresses when emailing to ensure that email reaches intended recipient).
Delegates’ Information

Surname:    ………………………………………………………………………………………
Other Names: …………………………………………………………………………………...
Job Title: ………………………………………………………………………………………….
Country/Organization: ………………………………………………………………………..
Address:    ……………………………………………………………………………………….     

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Tel: …………………………………………………       Fax:  ………………………………….
Email: ……………………………………………..        Nationality: ……………………......
Hotel accommodation: (Please tick the appropriate Box):

Note: This section is for host’s information only.  Hotel arrangements should be confirmed 
with the hotel directly and details noted on this form prior to its submission.
	Name of Hotel


	Single

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   
	Double
 FORMCHECKBOX 
              


	Suite/Villa
 FORMCHECKBOX 
                 




Special Dietary Requirements: ………………………………………………………….
Other Requirements: ……………………………………………………………………..
Name as printed on Credit Card: ……………………………………………………..
Type of Credit Card & Number: ………………………………………………………..
Expiry Date: …………………………………………………………………………………

Flight information: (Note:  This section is for host’s information and to arrange airport transfers)
Date of Arrival:                                                         Flight Number:

Date of Departure:                                                  Flight Number:

Signature:                                                   Date:
ANNEX 4
(to TSB Circular 51)
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	ITU-T Forum on Implementation of WTSA-08 Decisions and Workshop on Bridging the Standardization Gap

Nadi, Fiji, 16-17 September 2009
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	Please return to:
	Fellowships Service
ITU/BDT
Geneva (Switzerland)


	E-mail : bdtfellowships@itu.int 

Tel: +41 22 730  5095 or +41 22 730 5487
Fax: +41 22 730 5778 

	Request for a fellowship to be submitted before  Monday, 17 August 2009  

	Participation of women is encouraged

	Country:  ……………………………………………………………….………..……………………………..

Name of the Administration or Organization:  ………...……………….…..………………………………

Mr. / Ms.:  ……………….………………………………….………………………………………………….

                             (family name)                                              (given name)

Title:  ………………………………………………..…………………………….……………………………

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………

Tel:  ……………………….……. Fax:  …………..…….………... 

E-Mail:  …...………………………………………………………………………………….

PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth:  ……………………………. Nationality:  ……………………………….……………………

Passport Number:  ……………….…………… Date of issue:  ……………………...….………..………

In (place):  ……………………………….…..… Valid until (date):  ………….…………………………….

	CONDITIONS (Please select your preference in “condition” 2 below)
1. One partial fellowship per eligible country.
2. ITU will cover either one of the following: 

Economy class air ticket (duty station / Nadi / duty station).               
Daily subsistence allowance intended to cover accommodation, meals & misc. expenses.    
   
3. It is imperative that fellows be present for the entire duration of their fellowship.
4. ITU-T Fellows to register as government delegates

	Signature of fellowship candidate: …………………………………………..  Date: ……...……………...

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

Signature:  ……..………………………………………. Date:  ……………………………………………..
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