- 6 -

	Telecommunication Standardization
Bureau
	[image: image1.png]




	
	



Geneva, 5 April 2011
	Ref:


Tel:

Fax:
	TSB Circular 182
IoT-GSI/SP

+41 22 730 5858
+41 22 730 5853
	- To Administrations of Member States of 
   the Union

	E-mail:
	tsbiotgsi@itu.int 
	Copy:

- to ITU-T Sector Members

- to ITU-T Associates
-
to the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of all ITU-T study groups
-
to the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

-
to the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau




	Subject:
	Establishment of Internet of Things-Global Standards Initiative (IoT-GSI) and first IoT-GSI event (Geneva, 9-13 May 2011)


Dear Madam/Sir,

1
Since the establishment of the Joint Coordination Activity on Network Aspects of Identification Systems (JCA-NID) by TSAG in July 2006, ITU-T has recorded a steady increase in membership attendance and contributions related to Internet of Things (IoT) standardization. In response to this, and in order to meet the needs of members for IoT standardization during the current study period, TSAG established, in February 2011, an Internet of Things Global Standards Initiative (IoT-GSI ‑ http://itu.int/itu-t/gsi/iot), with the terms of reference set out in Annex 1 hereto. In addition, TSAG endorsed the renaming of JCA-NID to JCA-IoT (Joint Coordination Activity on Internet of Things ‑ http://itu.int/ITU-T/jca/iot) to continue the worldwide coordination of standards in this sphere.
The purpose of IoT-GSI is to promote a unified approach to IoT standardization and provide a visible platform for IoT-related work covered by ITU-T study groups. Standards for IoT will enable service providers worldwide to offer the wide range of services expected of this technology. In collaboration with other standards development organizations (SDOs), IoT-GSI ensures global harmonization of the various approaches to the IoT architecture.
It is my expectation that the organization of work in the form of an IoT-GSI will attract members to this topic by providing both a platform for focused studies and a flexible working environment for studying IoT within ITU-T. I would like to encourage the ITU-T membership to participate actively in the IoT-GSI events.

2
I have the pleasure to inform you in this regard that the first IoT-GSI event, comprising the collocated meetings of the rapporteur groups of Study Groups 11, 13, 16 and 17, will take place from 9 to 13 May 2011 at ITU headquarters in Geneva. The provisional schedule for IoT-GSI activity in 2011 is given in Annex 2 hereto.
Your attention is drawn to a number of important related activities that are due to take place during the same week, namely the NGN-GSI event ( 9-20 May 2011) and a meeting of Working Parties 2/11, 3/11 and 4/11 (afternoon of 13 May 2011) ( see TSB Circular 170 and Collective letter 8/11, respectively.

3
The IoT-GSI event will open at 1100 hours on the first day with an ad hoc session of the JCA-IoT, at which IoT-GSI will be officially launched and  any administrative and coordination matters addressed. Participant registration will begin at 0830 hours in the lobby of the Montbrillant building. Detailed information concerning meeting rooms will be displayed on screens in the lobbies of the three ITU buildings.

4
Meetings and discussions will be held in English.

5
The meetings will be paperless. Delegates wishing to print documents will find printers in the cybercafé located in the second basement of the Tower building as well as on the second floor of the Montbrillant building.
The proposed agendas of rapporteur groups will be accessible from the IoT-GSI web page at http://itu.int/ITU-T/gsi/iot.

6
Contributions for IoT-GSI should be sent to the TSB secretariat at tsbiotgsi@itu.int, not later than midnight on 26 April 2011 (Geneva time).
To enable the settlement of any questions that may arise, all contributions should include the name, e-mail address and fax and telephone numbers of the person to be contacted if necessary.

Please use the document template to be found at http://itu.int/oth/T0A0F000010/en.

7
Updated information relating to this event, including the timetable (to be confirmed by the management of the study groups in question), will be available on the ITU-T IoT-GSI website at http://itu.int/ITU-T/gsi/iot.
8
To enable TSB to make the necessary organizational arrangements for the event, I should be grateful if you would pre-register as soon as possible, and not later than 2 May 2011, using the online form available at http://itu.int/reg/tsg/3000251.
9
Wireless LAN facilities are available for use by delegates in the main conference-room areas of ITU and in the CICG (Geneva International Conference Centre) building. Wired network access continues to be available in the ITU Montbrillant building. Detailed information in this regard is available at http://itu.int/ITU-T/edh/faqs-support.html.

10
For your convenience, a hotel reservation form is included in Annex 3 hereto. The list of hotels is posted at http://itu.int/travel/.

11
For any queries regarding IoT-GSI activities, participants should not hesitate to contact the TSB Coordinator for IoT-GSI, Mr Stefano Polidori (tel: +41 22 730 5858, e-mail: tsbiotgsi@itu.int).

12
We would like to remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. In such cases, the visa must be requested at least four (4) weeks before the first day of the meeting from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. If problems are encountered, the Union can, at the official request of the administration or entity you represent, approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa, but only within the above-mentioned four-week period. Any such request must specify:

(
the name, functions and date of birth of each individual for whom a visa is requested;

(
the number, date of issue and date of expiry of each individual’s passport,

and must be accompanied by a copy of the notification of confirmation of registration approved for the ITU-T meeting in question. It must be sent to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int), bearing the words “Visa request”. 

Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes:  3
ANNEX 1
(to TSB Circular 182)

Terms of reference of the Internet of Things Global Standards Initiative (IoT-GSI)

1
 Scope

According to § 2.2.11 of Recommendation ITU-T A.1, the scope of IoT-GSI is the area of ITU‑T work covered by JCA-IoT [see terms of reference at http://itu.int/en/itu-t/jca/iot].

2
Purpose

The purpose of IoT-GSI is to provide a visible single location for information on and development of IoT standards, these being the detailed standards necessary for IoT deployment and to give service providers the means to offer the wide range of services expected from the IoT. In collaboration with other bodies, IoT-GSI harmonizes different approaches to the IoT architecture worldwide.

3
Justification

An IoT-GSI is justified because the depth of change to the fundamental approaches being taken to the provision of situation-aware telecommunication services from things, and the associated breadth of topics that need to be addressed, are well beyond what could be covered within a particular study group following routine standards development processes. A GSI also provides essential external visibility for ITU-T's work, and is a clear and obvious place to go to for information on the Sector's work in this particular area. Indeed, it serves as a banner under which to unify all the activities being carried out within ITU-T.

4
Objectives

The IoT-GSI aims to accomplish the following objectives through meetings and related activities involving groupings of rapporteur groups working on the IoT:

· Develop a definition of “Internet of Things (IoT)”
· Provide a common working platform by collocating meetings of IoT-related rapporteur groups 

· Develop the detailed standards necessary for IoT deployment, taking into account the work done in other standards development organizations (SDOs).

5
Working methods

The IoT-GSI works primarily on a face-to-face basis using a pre-arranged time schedule for the IoT-GSI event. In addition, remote participation e-meetings are also used by specific rapporteur groups during the IoT-GSI event for facilitating the participation of and coordination with relevant experts and SDOs.

6
Lifetime

The IoT-GSI is expected to be required until at least the end of the current study period (2012), and potentially beyond.

7
Administrative support

TSB will provide the secretariat and facilities required by the IoT-GSI through its normal support for the activities of the study groups involved.

ANNEX 2
(to TSB Circular 182)

IoT-GSI provisional schedule for 2011
1
At its 15-16 March 2011 meeting, JCA-IoT proposed the following schedule of IoT-GSI events, taking into account the need to reduce travel costs for delegates. It will be possible to progress the IoT work approximately every three months:

· First IoT-GSI event: 9-13 May 2011 (in parallel with the NGN-GSI event, 9-20 May 2011)

· Second IoT-GSI event: in collocation with the August 2011 meeting of SG 17 (exact date to be confirmed)
· Third IoT-GSI event: in collocation with the November 2011 meeting of SG 16 (exact date to be confirmed).

Teleconference bridges and remote sharing of documents will be provided to the extent possible to enable the remote participation of delegates unable to attend an event in person.
2
JCA-IoT will ensure that the IoT-GSI work is progressed in a well-coordinated manner. Strategic/planning issues can be brought to the attention of JCA-IoT at any time. JCA-IoT will handle the assignment of work when it is not clear under which question the work should be done, and will recommend an allocation of tasks. It may create a TSR mechanism to support the implementation of coordination based on guidelines prepared by JCA-IoT.
ANNEX 3
(to TSB Circular 182)

	This confirmation form should be sent direct to the hotel of your choice
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TELECOMMUNICATION STANDARDIZATION SECTOR


IoT-GSI event -------------------------------------   from    -------------------------  to ----------------------- in Geneva
Confirmation of the reservation made on (date) -------------------------   with (hotel)   --------------------------------
at the ITU preferential tariff 
------------ single/double room(s)

arriving on (date) ---------------------------  at (time)  -------------  departing on (date) -------------------------------

GENEVA TRANSPORT CARD: Hotels and residences in the canton of Geneva now provide a free "Geneva Transport Card" valid for the duration of the stay. This card will give you free access to Geneva public transport, including buses, trams, boats and trains as far as Versoix and the airport. 

Family name    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

First name        ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address            ------------------------------------------------------------------------        Tel: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------         Fax: -------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------      E-mail: ------------------------------

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:        AX/VISA/DINERS/EC  (or other) -----------------------------------
No. --------------------------------------------------------         valid until      -------------------------------------------------

Date ------------------------------------------------------      Signature        ---------------------------------------------------

________________
Place des Nations
Telephone 
+41 22 730 51 11
Telex 421 000 uit ch
E-mail:
itumail@itu.int

CH-1211 Geneva 20
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Gr3:
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www.itu.int
Switzerland

Gr4:

+41 22 730 65 00
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