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	-
To Administrations of Member States of the Union;

-
To ITU Sector Members;

-
To ITU Associates;

-
To ITU Academia;



	
	
	Copy:

-
To the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of ITU-T Study Groups;

-
To the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau;

-
To the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau;
-
To the Director, ITU Regional Office, Bangkok; 
-
To the Permanent Mission of Japan in Geneva



	Subject:
	ITU Workshop on “Making Television Accessible – From idea to reality” hosted and supported by Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK)” – 
(Tokyo, Japan, 28 May 2012)



Dear Sir/Madam,

1
At the kind invitation of Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK or Japan Broadcasting Corporation), ITU is organizing a Workshop on “Making Television Accessible – From idea to reality” hosted and supported by Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK) on 28 May 2012 at the Science & Technology Research Laboratories Headquarters, Tokyo, Japan. 

This workshop will be followed by the 5th FG AVA meeting on 29 May 2012, also to be hosted and supported by Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK), at the same venue.

 The workshop will open at 0930 hours. Registration will begin at 0900 hours.

Detailed information concerning the meeting room will be provided at the entrance of the meeting venue.

2
Discussions will be held in English with simultaneous interpretation in Japanese, kindly offered by the host country.
3
Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU who wishes to contribute to the work.  This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations.  Participation is free.
4 
In addition to covering issues on the use of television in connection with natural events such as earthquakes, tsunamis and emergency alerts in connection with chemical plants and power stations, 
this workshop will address the needs of Member States that already have access services for free-to-air television and who are extending their reach to make television truly accessible for those with age-related impairments.  Also to be covered at this workshop are the following two different but related topics: 

· Making television accessible for elderly citizens; and
· Emergency alert services on television – making them accessible to persons with disabilities. 


The Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK) (or Japan Broadcasting Corporation) has expertise not only from its extensive research into media and the elderly but also from its world-class R&D work to propose next-generation access services to meet such needs. NHK has pioneered a range of emergency alert services that also take into consideration persons with hearing or cognitive impairments. These persons might otherwise be hard to keep informed at the beginning of and during emergencies. These cover not only the beginning of an emergency, but also cover the provision of live captioning and sign language services in the hours that follow. Using evaluation findings from the earthquake/ tsunami of March 11, 2011, the workshop will outline a framework for implementing a rugged and accessible emergency information service on TV that can be adapted for use elsewhere in the region. 


The workshop is thus a natural follow-up to three previous ITU-sponsored events: 

(a) The ITU tutorial on Audiovisual Media Accessibility in Delhi, India on March 14-15, 2012 focus on the needs of member states who need to plan the implementation of completely new access services for persons with disabilities on platforms such as television and mobile phones.

(b) The ITU organized an Asia Pacific Regional Forum entitled Digital Inclusion for All on 21-23 June 2011, Singapore. The forum looked at the topic in general terms and touched on the media needs of the elderly.

(c) The ITU and the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) jointly organized a Workshop on Accessibility to Broadcasting and IPTV - ACCESS for ALL on 23 – 24 November 2010, in cooperation with the European Union project DTV4All. The Workshop explored how persons with hearing, sight or aging disabilities can consume the same broadcasting (television, radio and Internet) services as those without disabilities, to a reasonable extent.

Given the provisions of the UN CRPD and national legislation such as Japan’s target to have 100% captioning on all major public and commercial TV channels by 2017, the time is right to implement accessibility solutions that promote age-related TV accessibility, both first-generation access services such as captioning and audio description, and next-generation solutions that include clear audio, an awareness of the importance of changes in loudness levels and intelligent tempo regulation of TV programs. 

5
A draft programme of the workshop can be found at the Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK) (or Japan Broadcasting Corporation) website: http://www.nhk.or.jp/strl/english/itu2012/.  Presentations and relevant information will be made available at the ITU website at the following address: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/accessibility/201205/Pages/default.aspx.   These websites will be updated as new or modified information become available.   
6
 Information including hotel accommodation, transportation, visa and health requirements is available at the ITU website http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/accessibility/201205/Pages/default.aspx.
7
Fellowships: We are pleased to inform you that one full fellowship per administration will be awarded, subject to available funding, to facilitate participation from Least Developed or Low Income Developing Countries (http://itu.int/en/ITU-T/info/Pages/resources.aspx). An application for a fellowship must be authorized by the relevant Administration of the ITU Member State.  Fellowship requests (please use enclosed Form 1 in Annex 1), must be returned to ITU not later than 
30 April 2012 at the latest (Please note that at WTSA-08, the Heads of Delegation committed that their candidate chairmen and vice-chairmen would be provided with the necessary resources to fulfill the duties of their office for the full four year term and that it was therefore recognized that the chairmen and vice-chairmen will not receive financial assistance from ITU).
8
REGISTRATION: Pre-registration is carried out online at the Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai (NHK) (or Japan Broadcasting Corporation) website: https://www.nhk.or.jp/strl/english/itu2012/application.html.  Please register as soon as possible. 
9
We would like to remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend time in Japan. The visa must be requested at least four (4) weeks before the starting date of the workshop and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Japan in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. Detailed information on visa requirements can be found in the “Participants’ Information” document at the ITU website: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/accessibility/201205/Pages/default.aspx.

Participants who need an invitation letter and/or a visa supporting letter for entering Japan are advised to get in touch with the following contact person in Japan:


Nobuyuki HIRUMA


E-mail:  hiruma.n-dy@nhk.or.jp


Telephone: +81-3-5494-3392


Yours faithfully,

Malcolm Johnson
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau


Annex: 1

ANNEX 1

(to TSB Circular 275)
FORM 1 - FELLOWSHIP REQUEST
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	Please return to:
	ITU 

Geneva (Switzerland)
	E-mail : 
bdtfellowships@itu.int 


Tel: +41 22 730 5487 

 
Fax: +41 22 730 5778

	Request for one full fellowship or two partial fellowships to be submitted
before 30 April 2012

	
	Participation of women is encouraged
	

	
(Note:  It is imperative for fellowship holders to pre-register via the on-line registration form at: (https://www.nhk.or.jp/strl/english/itu2012/application.html).
Country: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name of the Administration or Organization: ______________________________________________________________________
Mr. / Ms.
_______________________________________(family name)
______________________________________(given name)

Title:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Address: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel.:
____________________________    Fax:
____________________________    E-Mail:_________________________________
PASSPORT INFORMATION :

Date of birth:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Nationality: __________________________________________   Passport number: ________________________________________
Date of issue: ___________________   In (place)
: _____________________________Valid until (date): _______________________


	CONDITIONS 

	1. One full fellowship per eligible country within the Asia-Pacific region only. 

	2. A round trip airticket in economy class from country of origin to venue by the most direct and economical itinerary

	3. A daily subsistence allowance to cover accommodation, meals and misc. expenses

	

	Signature of fellowship candidate:


	Date:

	TO VALIDATE FELLOWSHIP REQUEST, NAME, TITLE AND SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING OFFICIAL DESIGNATING PARTICIPANT MUST BE COMPLETED BELOW WITH OFFICIAL STAMP.

N.B. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT FELLOWS BE PRESENT FROM THE FIRST DAY TO THE END OF THE MEETING.

	Signature
	Date
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