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This liaison answers TSAG - LS 4.
A new liaison statement has been received from SG15.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg15-oLS-00041.docx.
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TSAG sent a liaison from their first meeting for the 2017-2020 study period requesting input from all study groups on how they are engaging with the open source community [TSAG-LS4].  TSAG asked four questions, listed below along with the perspectives from Q14/15.

TSAG: What are the experiences of study groups and focus groups with open source? Is there a requirement of ITU-T study groups to collaborate with open source communities?

Q14/15:  Question 14 is tasked with defining recommendations for management of transport network, systems, and equipment.  In the management space, there is a lot of interest in the development of orchestration and controller software.  To remain relevant to the industry, Q14 is engaging with open source efforts. 

TSAG:  What are the possible relationships between ITU-T Recommendations and open source? How to develop ITU-T Recommendations in collaboration with open source communities? How can open source foster the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations?

Q14/15:  Traditional standards bodies can provide the frameworks, architectures, and use cases and leverage the speed and efficiency of the open source community to build reference implementations, validate APIs, and progress projects.

TSAG:  What are the gaps with our existing instruments, processes and procedures (for example: Recommendations ITU-T A.5, A.25, A Supplement 5, JCAs, FGs, MoUs) when applied to interaction with open source communities?

Q14/15:  There are many difficulties encountered by a SDO that wants to engage the open source community.  Some of the issues are Copyright, Intellectual Property rights, working methods and consensus building to name a few.  The process of liaisons is not a viable way to interact with the open source community. Liaisons are too slow and are not the form of engagement that will motivate action by the open source community.  The open source community treats everyone as individuals so a liaison carries no extra weight simply because it comes from an SDO.

TSAG:  What approaches to open source collaboration with other organizations are beneficial?

Q14/15:  Following on from the answer to the last question, there are various ways that Q14 has been engaging with the open source community.  The major benefit is that Q14 now has a mechanism to validate the recommendations and models that have been published.  One example is engagement with a group called Informal Inter-SDO Open Model Initiative (IISOMI) that brings together experts from the industry to coordinate guidelines, tools, and generic models.  The work of the IISOMI group is collected in the Open Source SDN [OSSDN] Eagle project [OSSDN-EAGLE].  There are individuals from Q14 participate in IISOMI to remain aware of the modeling work as it progresses in the other SDOs.  

We continue to have successful interaction with the open source community using the existing processes and procedures of the ITU-T.
References:

[OSSDN] – Open Source SDN http://opensourcesdn.org/ 
[OSSDN-EAGLE] - EAGLE https://github.com/OpenNetworkingFoundation/EAGLE-Open-Model-Profile-and-Tools 

[TSAG - LS 4] - LS on Open Source https://www.itu.int/ifa/t/2017/ls/tsag/sp16-tsag-oLS-00004.docx
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