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This liaison answers TSAG-LS18.

A new liaison statement has been received from SG3.

This liaison statement follows and the original file can be downloaded from the ITU ftp server at http://handle.itu.int/11.1002/ls/sp16-sg3-oLS-00063.docx.
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	Abstract:
	This liaison provides the requested feedback to the TSAG Rapporteur Group on the Creation, Participation, and Termination of Regional Groups (RG-CPTRG) regarding the experience of ITU-T Study Group 3 with respect its Regional Groups.


ITU-T Study Group 3 congratulates TSAG on the establishment of the new TSAG Rapporteur Group on the Creation, Participation, and Termination of Regional Groups (RG-CPTRG) and welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on the existing criteria and practice in relation to its Regional Groups.
We have six Regional Groups:

· SG3 Regional Group for Africa (SG3RG-AFR),

· SG3 Regional Group for Asia and Oceania (SG3RG-AO),

· SG3 Regional Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (SG3RG-LAC),

· SG3 Regional Group for the Arab Region (SG3RG-ARB),
· SG3 Regional Group for Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Transcaucasia (SG3RG-EECAT) (formerly known as the SG3 Regional Group for the Regional Commonwealth in the Field of Communications and the Commonwealth of Independent States, or SG3RG-RCC/CIS), and;
· SG3 Regional Group for Europe and the Mediterranean Basin (SG3 RG-EURM).
Please find below consolidated feedback to the questions posed by TSAG, incorporating input provided by our Regional Groups themselves. We appreciate TSAG RG-CPTRG taking this feedback into consideration as it continues its ongoing work.
a) Year of creation of each Regional Group:
SG3 Regional Groups date back to 1968. The creation of four original groups – the Regional Tariff Working Party for Latin America (TAL), the Regional Tariff Working Party for Africa (TAF), the Regional Tariff Working Party for Asia (TAS), and the Regional Tariff Working Party for Europe (TEUR) – was recorded in the final Report of Study Group III to the Plenary Assembly (Doc. AP IV/91), which was unanimously adopted by the Plenary Assembly during the fourth plenary meeting on October 17, 1968 (Doc. AP IV/117, pg. 3).
b) Number of Member States who requested and supported the creation of the Regional Group:
As noted in (a) above, the creation of Regional Groups was supported by the participants of the Plenary Assembly during the fourth plenary meeting on October 17, 1968.
c) The criteria of creation for a Regional group:
SG3 does not have any criteria for the creation of a Regional Group.
d) The approved Terms of Reference for the Regional Group as well as the Questions of the Study Group the Regional Group contributes to:
Please refer to the current Terms of Reference as follows: SG3RG-AFR, SG3RG-AO, SG3RG-LAC, SG3RG-ARB, and SG3-EECAT.
Note that the Terms of Reference for SG3RG-AFR, SG3RG-LAC, SG3RG-ARB, and SG3-EECAT were most recently updated at the first Regional Group meetings after WTSA-16 and subsequently approved by SG3 at its first meeting of the 2017-2020 Study Period in April 2017 (see Section 5.2 of Report SG3-R1).
SG3 Regional Groups contribute generally to all the Study Questions within SG3, with particular emphasis on the questions with high priority to the respective region.
e) The criteria for participation in the Regional Groups and how cases, if any, of participation of Member States and Sector Members from outside the region are considered:
Participation in SG3 Regional Groups is open to delegates and representatives of Administrations and operating agencies of the respective region, pursuant to clause 2.3.2 of Section 2 of Resolution 1 (Rev. Hammamet, 2016).

The Chairmen or Co-Chairmen of the Regional Groups, in consultation with their management team, extend invitations to Members or Experts from within and outside the region on a case-by-case/meeting-by-meeting basis, as a need or request arises. 
In only one case, SG3RG-AFR decided not to extend an invitation to one Sector Member.
f) Any request for termination of an existing Regional group and criteria for termination, if any:
We have not received any requests for the termination of an existing Regional Group and do not have any criteria for termination.
___________________

