- 3 -
TSAG-TD676
	[bookmark: dnum][bookmark: dtableau][image: D:\usr\campos\TSB-Reference\Logos\ITU\sigleITU.gif]
	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
TELECOMMUNICATION
STANDARDIZATION SECTOR
[bookmark: dstudyperiod]STUDY PERIOD 2017-2020
	TSAG-TD676

	[bookmark: dsg]
	
	TSAG

	
	
	Original: English

	[bookmark: dbluepink][bookmark: dmeeting]Question(s):
	N/A
	Geneva, 10-14 February 2020

	[bookmark: ddoctype]TD

	[bookmark: dsource]Source:
	Rapporteur, TSAG Rapporteur Group on Working Methods

	[bookmark: dtitle1]Title:
	Draft report of the TSAG RG-WM interim e-meetings, 18-19 December 2019

	[bookmark: dpurpose]Purpose:
	Information

	Contact:
	Stephen Trowbridge
TSAG Rapporteur on Working Methods
	Tel:	+1 303 809 7423
E-mail: steve.trowbridge@nokia.com



	Keywords:
	RG-WM e-meetings report;

	Abstract:
	This TD provides the draft report of the TSAG RG-WM interim e-meetings, 18-19 December 2019.


Action:	TSAG to take note of this report.
1	Summary and background
The TSAG Rapporteur Group on “Working Methods” met electronically on 18-19 December 2019 from 15:00-17:00 CET (Geneva time).
The TSAG RG-WM Rapporteur, Mr Stephen Trowbridge (Nokia), chaired the e-meetings with the assistance of Mr Stefano Polidori, TSB Advisor.
TSB organized a GotoMeeting for remote participation. There were about 20 remote participants, see the list in Annex 1.
The interim e-meetings had the following Terms of reference as agreed at the last TSAG meeting in Geneva, 23-27 September 2019, see for reference: TSAG-TD463R2:
–	1st e-meeting (18 December 2019): Present and discuss the documents pending from the last TSAG RG-WM meeting: C81 (China) ; C82 (China);  C72 (CT, MIIT) C77 (UK) ; C78 (UK) ; TD473 (Director) ; TD530 (ITU-T SG13) ; TD557 (ITU-T SG5) ; TD573 (ITU-T SG15); 
–	2nd e-meeting (19 December 2019): Progress and finalize the Editor and Rapporteur Manual: C67R1 (Orange) ; C71 (CT, MIIT); TD613.
In addition to the documents identified in the terms of reference above, the agenda and other specific inputs to the e-meetings were made available using a SharePoint site as follows:
–	1st e-meeting (18 December 2019):
https://extranet.itu.int/meetings/ITU-T/T17-TSAGRGM/RGWM-191218 
–	2nd e-meeting (19 December 2019):
https://extranet.itu.int/meetings/ITU-T/T17-TSAGRGM/RGWM-191219 

[bookmark: _GoBack]2	Summary of discussions on 18 December 2020, RG-WM e-meeting
The agenda for the e-meeting, which was made available as RGWM-DOC1 (191218), was approved with no changes.
The following documents were presented and discussed as follows:
· C81 (China) - Proposal to revise participation instruction in ITU T A.7
Outcome: The issue that this contribution is trying to address, in relation to FG meetings and workshop attendance, is that some individuals register to the above meetings only aiming at getting a visa invitation letter. This is possible as these meetings are open to anyone, including individuals that are coming from a country that is a Member State of the ITU. TSB provided example of best practices used by TSB to mitigate this phenomenon. Modifying the participation requirements in ITU-T A.7 seems not the way to address this problem. China agreed that given the complexity of the problem a deeper analysis should be done before taking a decision to modify the current text in ITU-T A.7.
· C82 (China) - Survey on Chinese Members in ITU-T Activities and Suggestions for the New Study Period
Outcome: China conducted an extensive survey of Chinese members active in ITU-T and shared the results with TSAG to facilitate the improvement of TSAG working methods and to facilitate discussion towards restructuring of the Sector in view of WTSA-20. Some actions to to streamline the activities of the Sector were suggested, especially in view to facilitate the integration of non-members. TSAG participants are invited to read this informative contribution.
· C72 (CT, MIIT) - Proposal to refine the AAP summary description in ITU-T A.8, clause 3.3
Outcome: It is proposed that the AAP Summary and Recommendation Summary be the same. This is already implemented in most Study Groups, perhaps only SG16 still enforce two different versions of the summaries. In order to avoid confusion and streamline working methods it is agreed that it would be desirable to align the summary description in the author’s guide and in the A.8 so that only one summary is produced by Study Groups.
· C77 (UK) - Clarification of process material
Outcome: UK noted that there may be the need to clarify, during approval processes, how to change from AAP to TAP. UK thinks this is not clear as during a Plenary meeting of SG20 the process that led to make the above changes was not followed in a clear and transparent manner for the members. TSB and the Rapporteur of RG-WM presented the current best practices related to changing AAP/TAP and vice versa, which seems clear from their point of view, as in their respective Study Groups this never posed a problem and the members seems comfortable with the current policy. If a problem happened during SG20, UK may request at next Plenary of that SG20 to address with corrective actions any decision that in their opinion was taken in conflict with the ITU-T Sector rules. To avoid this issue in the future, UK still believes that A.8 could be clarified and UK will think of a possible modification in our policy rules for next TSAG meeting. However, TSB advised to carefully analyse if there is a problem to address before starting a review process for A.8 which was a Recommendation that required many efforts to get to consensus. The Rapporteur of RG-WM was of the same view of TSB.
· C78 (UK) - Proposing clarification of rules governing study groups
Outcome: UK believes that the current policy rules are spread between Resolutions (e.g. Res1) and Recommendations (e.g. A.1, A.7, A.8 A.13). They proposed to think to a way to merge in one only document all this set of rules to help clarity and helps newcomers in ITU-T. The way forward to address this concern seems not easy especially as Resolutions are approved by WTSA while A-series can be approved by TSAG. Contributions with proposals would be welcome.
· TD473 (Director) - Electronic working methods services and database applications report
Outcome: TSB presented this report, which is sent for information and for TSAG to note. It was noted that, among the four tools in use in ITU-T, zoom sometimes pose some difficulties to connect from enterprise networks. Gent Bajrami (TSB e-meetings) has been made aware of the issue.
· TD530 (ITU-T SG13) - LS on guidelines and methodologies for developing technical Recommendations (to TSAG) [from ITU-T SG13]
Outcome: SG13 has collected best practices and experiences for developing ITU-T Recommendations. The intention of SG13 was to receive feedback from TSAG and or other Study Groups on the developed guidelines. We look forward to more discussion during TSAG as it was noted that different SGs may have different guidelines and best practices so, these may be a good material to share with colleagues but imposing them as a guideline for all SGs seems not necessary.
· TD557 (ITU-T SG5) – LS on Meaningful group titles [from ITU-T SG5]
Outcome: This document provides interesting observations on the peculiar jargon used by ITU‑T Study Groups. It was noted that modify certain terms may be very difficult as they may be listed in the constitution of the ITU. It was recommended to make sure that some of these suggested terms be used in the newcomer session of the various Study Groups to help newcomers understand the SG working methods and related groups.
· TD 573 (ITU-T SG15) - LS on Electronic Working Methods [from ITU-T SG15]
Outcome: This is the usual report from SG15 on working methods. TSB has taken note of this report with interest.
3	Summary of discussions on 19 December 2020, RG-WM e-meeting
The agenda for the e-meeting, which was made available as RGWM-DOC2 (191219), was approved with no changes.
· C67R1 (Orange) - Proposed changes to the Manual for rapporteurs and editors
Outcome: Orange proposed changes to the Manual for rapporteurs and editors which were discussed and modified in the new baseline text for the editor manual provided by the Rapporteur, see below.
· C71 (CT, MIIT) - Proposal to add an e-meeting procedure and revise the correspondence work description in ITU-T Rapporteurs and Editors Manual, clause 7.1 and 8
Outcome: 
China proposes to add an e-meeting procedure and revise the correspondence work description in ITU-T Rapporteurs and Editors manual. The editor of the Manual has tried to address the contributions above in the new text of the Manual as found below. So, the specific context of above contributions was reviewed during the review of the following document.
· RGWM-DOC1 (Rapporteur/Editor) Draft Manual for Rapporteurs and Editors (TD613, updated with reference changes for A.1, A.5, A.13). Proposed review order: Given that review was completed through Clause 8.5 in previous e-meeting, begin with Clause 8.6 and review to the end, then re-review from Clause 1-8.5 time permitting.
Outcome: The meeting reviewed all the text of the Manual, including new additions derived from the above contributions. Further editing was agreed and the new baseline text put forward to finalization and agreement during TSAG meeting in February was posted as RGWM-DOC1-R1 (191219). The same document is attached to this report.

Attachment: 1
· RGWM-DOC1-R1 (191219): Draft Revised ITU-T Rapporteurs and Editors Manual (19 December 2019; RG-WM e-meeting)
[bookmark: _Annex_1_–]Annex 1 – List of participants of the 20 June 2019 TSAG RG-WM e-meeting
The list includes the remote participants from the TSAG RG-WM interim e-meetings, 18-19 December 2019.
	Name
	Affiliation
	Attendance

	ALLAEDDINE DJOUAMA
	TSB
	18/12/2020

	BELHASSINE-CHERIF, RIM
	TSAG Vice Chairman, ITU-T SG13 Vice Chairman, Tunisie Télécom
	18-19/12/2020

	BOHLIN, EINAR
	American Registry for Internet Numbers (ARIN)
	18-19/12/2020

	CASTANO, SEBASTIEN
	TSB
	18/12/2020

	DAYAO AL
	TSB
	18/12/2020

	DENG HUAN
	China Telecom, China 
	18/12/2020

	FANG LI
	MIIT, China
	18/12/2020

	GENT BAJRAMI
	TSB
	18/12/2020

	JING WU
	MIIT, China
	18-19/12/2020

	LATONIA, GORDON
	Apple, USA
	18-19/12/2020

	MARCO CARUGI
	Huawei, China
	18/12/2020

	MICHAEL MAYTUM
	Bourns Limited
	18/12/2020

	OLIVIER DUBUISSON
	Orange, FR
	18-19/12/2020

	PHILIP RUSHTON
	UK, ITU-T SG2 Chair
	18/12/2020

	POLIDORI, STEFANO
	TSB Advisor of TSAG RG-WM
	18-19/12/2020

	TROWBRIDGE, STEPHEN
	Rapporteur TSAG RG-WM, Nokia USA
	18-19/12/2020

	WEILING XU
	MIIT, China
	18-19/12/2020

	WU TONG
	China Telecom, China
	18-19/12/2020

	XIAOOU LIU 
	China Telecom, China
	18/12/2020

	ZHANG, YUAN
	China Telecom, China
	18-19/12/2020
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