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Lead study group activities on integrated broadband cable and television networks
Since the last TSAG meeting in February 2020, the fifth Study Group 9 meeting in the Study Period 2017-2020 was held fully virtual, from 16 to 23 April 2020 inclusive. All sessions were supported by remote participation through the remote connection tool available at ITU MyMeetings, due to the COVID-19 and force majeure.
This SG9 meeting in April was originally planned to be held in Tokyo, Japan in co-location with a workshop “The Future of Television for Asia & Pacific” to be jointly organized by ITU-T, ITU‑R and ITU-D. However, the Management of SG9, in consultation with the Japanese Host, decided to hold the meeting fully virtual and planned the following meeting of SG9, including the workshop hosted by Japan in October 2020 due to the COVID-19 situation. Furthermore, it was recently decided to postpone these events to February 2021.
The fifth SG9 meeting was attended by sixty-nine (69) participants from sixteen (16) countries, which is the highest number of participants for SG9 meetings ever among a couple of recent Study Periods. At the beginning of this year, two companies joined SG9. This made totally eight companies or organizations newly joined SG9 in this Study Period. At this SG9 meeting, five (5) draft Recommendations were approved using TAP and eight (8) were consented using AAP. In addition, totally six (6) additional documents were agreed, four (4) supplements and two (2) technical reports.
Subsequent to the fifth SG9 meeting, two sessions of working parties 1/9 and 2/9 were held, also fully virtual, on 7 July 2020 to consent three (3) draft Recommendations finalized after the April SG9 meeting.
TAP approval process of ITU‑T J.1012 – J.1015 and J.1015.1 
With regards to the approval process of the five draft Recommendations ITU‑T J.1012 – J.1015 and J.1015.1 determined at the second SG9 meeting January 2018 (see TSAG-TD480 and TSAG‑TD719 for more details), for which SG9 witnessed debates for more than two years particularly in terms of the scope of these Recommendations and implementation feasibility, I am pleased to inform TSAG that they were eventually approved. 
At the opening Plenary of the fifth SG9 meeting on 16 April 2020, the latest progress report of Q2/9 on TAP approval process related to these draft Recommendations (SG9-TD791) , which included the open points for which no agreement was achieved, was presented by Han Koo, Rapporteur of Q2/9. It was approved with no comments.
At this SG9 meeting, however, six contributions were submitted by various stakeholders to address their concerns or issues to be solved before final approval. At the intermediate plenary of SG9 on 21 April 2020, no consensus was reached. So, the Chairman further mandated Q2/9 to continue discussion till the closing plenary of SG9 on 23 April 2020 when he would consider again the approval of the five texts under TAP.
In the last Q2/9 session before the closing plenary of SG9, the group finally reached an agreement for TAP approval of ITU-T J.1012, J.1013, J.1014, J.1015 and J.1015.1 by adding a new APPENDIX to each draft Recommendation that describes the areas for further development. It was also agreed to collect in ANNEX to the SG9 meeting Report, the concerns from the advocating parties. ANNEX 1 to the SG9 meeting report [SG9‑R17] is referenced in the aforementioned Recommendations and is made available to the public (no TIES restriction):
–	SG9-R17-ANNEX1.
At the closing plenary of SG9 on 23 April 2020, these draft Recommendations ITU-T J.1012, J.1013, J. 1014, J.1015 and J.1015.1 were approved.
Preparations for WTSA-20
To follow up on TSAG request on WTSA-20 preparations, the SG9 management and Rapporteurs were requested to reflect on a possible revision of the SG9 mandates and their Questions’ terms of reference. SG9 delegates discussed through three interim special sessions on WTSA-20 restructuring as follows:
–	Special Session on WTSA-20 restructuring (4 September 2019, Guangzhou, China)
–	Special sessions on WTSA-20 restructuring (18-19 February 2020, e-meetings)
–	Special sessions on WTSA-20 restructuring (2 March 2020, e-meeting)
A final special session on WTSA-20 restructuring was held on 21 April 2020, during SG9 fully virtual meeting. After discussions and review of the results from the above-described interim special sessions, as well as the new proposals from the various SG9 Questions, it was agreed:
· SG9 mandate and responsibility for next Study Period
SG9 agreed on the revision of its mandate (ITU-T Resolution 2 portion) as found in SG9-TD809 with the modifications proposed by the new Q11/9 Rapporteur in SG9-TD864. A harmonized document was prepared by the SG9 Advisor and sent to TSAG.
(See TSAG-TD885-ANNEXES 1 and 2).
· Technical focus of SG9 Questions for next Study Period
SG9 agreed on the technical focus of SG9 Questions for next Study Period in SG9-TD810.
(see TSAG-TD885-ANNEX 5).
· List of ITU-T SG9 Questions to submit to WTSA-20
SG9 agreed on the list of ITU-T Questions and related Question texts as found in SG9-TD811 with the following changes:
· The new proposed QAI/9 title will be “AI-enabled enhanced functions over integrated broadband cable network”;
· Question 1/9 final text is found in SG9-TD847.
A harmonized document was prepared by the SG9 Advisor and sent to TSAG.
(See TSAG-TD885-ANNEXES 3 and 4)
Finally, at last SG9 meeting, SG9 reviewed a discussion summary on SG9 restructuring, as developed during the various special sessions. SG9 decided to submit it to TSAG in attachment to the Chairman Lead SG report for their consideration. The document presents views related to possible merger of SG9 and SG16, which is often a discussion point by WTSA. It provides summary of the discussion and SG9 consensus on this point. (See Attachment 1)

Attachment: 1
–	SG9-TD801 “Discussion summary on SG9 restructuring”
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