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The TSAG RGWM has spent considerable time and effort to develop and review possible ways to improve WTSA Resolution 1 Section 7 on the development and approval of new and revised Questions. A number of errors and inconsistencies in the text have been identified. There is uncertainty about the circumstances where application of clause 7.2.3 to approve a non-consensus Question through Member State Consultation should be applied and how this particular procedure should work.
There are a number of internal inconsistencies in Section 7 between the text and the figures, some steps are described out of chronological order, and there are some deviations between the text and long-standing practices, most of which are straightforward to resolve.
The more challenging issue is to resolve how Member State consultation should be applied in the process, or whether this should be removed with non-consensus situations regarding approval of new and revised Questions deferred to WTSA.
The 15 September 2021 E-meeting discussed three possible options as described in DOC1 to that meeting:
· Option 1 – MS consultation could be applied for approving Question text in the case where a SG fails to reach consensus on the question text with changes Recommended by TSAG. This interpretation is consistent with the fact that clause 7.2 generally describes steps that occur after TSAG review, and the position where Member State consultation is shown in the flowchart of Figure 7.1a. It should be noted that this interpretation assumes that the SG was first able to achieve consensus on a version of the Question text that was sent for TSAG review in the first place.
· Option 2 – Provide a path for a SG to ask for TSAG review of a non-consensus situation on Question text before the initiation of MS Consultation.
· Option 3 – Non-consensus Question texts are deferred to WTSA for approval (removing the option to approve Question text on a non-consensus basis between WTSAs).
Based on views expressed an additional option was discussed in DOC3 of the 30 November-1 December 2021 E-meeting of RGWM:
· Option 4 – Re-purpose the section on Member State consultation as a final approval step for new and revised Questions with regulatory and policy implications, in particular, those which relate to tariff and accounting issues, and relevant numbering and addressing plans (“default TAP” Questions).
The approval flow for each of these options is shown in Figures 1-4 respectively.
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Figure 1 – Option 1 approval flow for new/revised Questions
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Figure 2 – Option 2 approval flow for new/revised Questions
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Figure 3 – Option 3 approval flow for new/revised Questions
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Figure 4 – Option 4 approval flow for new/revised Questions

Possible draft text for update of Section 7 reflecting Options 1-3 was developed for the 15 September 2021 E-meeting in DOC2. This text has not been reviewed by RGWM or TSAG. Draft next has not yet been developed describing Option 4.
_______________________
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