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	Symposium on the Future Networked Car (FNC-2023)
(Fully virtual meeting,  13-16 March 2023) 


Dear Sir/Madam,
1	I am very pleased to inform you that the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) will be co-organizing the 18th edition of the Symposium on the Future Networked Car (FNC-2023) taking place virtually from 13-16 March 2023 from 13h00 to 16h00 CET each day. 
The Symposium will be followed by the meeting of the Collaboration on Intelligent Transport Systems Communication Standards (CITS) taking place on 17 March 2023. For more information on the CITS meeting, see: https://www.itu.int/go/cits.
2	Since its conception in 2005, the Symposium on the Future Networked Car seeks to bring together representatives of the automotive, information and communications technology industries, along with government leaders and regulators, to discuss the status and future of vehicle communications and automated driving from both technical and regulatory viewpoints.
FNC-2023 panelists will examine the global regulatory framework that will support deployment of highly automated mobility solutions as well as the latest technology advances in the areas of vehicle connectivity and applications of artificial intelligence (AI) to enhance driverless vehicle operation, vehicle design and manufacturing, road maintenance, traffic flow management, and passenger experience. The Symposium will delve into the relationships between vehicle communications and automated/autonomous driving by analyzing the crucial role of regulatory frameworks to realize future intelligent transport systems (ITS). Collaboration among the various standards bodies as well as defining specific areas where AI will be most useful are essential components to successfully realize the future of mobility.


The structure of the Symposium will be as follows (see in ANNEX for a draft programme): 
	13 March 2023 13h00-13h30 CET:
	OPENING CEREMONY

	13 March 2023, 13h30-16h00 CET:
	SESSION 1: Will AI Controlled Automated Vehicles Be Safe for Road Users?

	14 March 2023 13h00-16h00 CET:
	SESSION 2: Using Automotive Artificial Intelligence to Improve Vehicle Safety, Services and Transport Management 

	15 March 2023, 13h00-16h00 CET:
	SESSION 3: Automated Driving Systems (ADS) for Consumer and Other Vehicles (Trucks, Delivery, Shuttles, Robotaxis, Etc.)

	16 March 2023, 13h00-16h00 CET: 
	SESSION 4: Wireless Communications Applied to Vehicle Safety, Services, and Transport Management - Current Status and Future Directions


3	The discussions will be held in English only. 
[bookmark: _Hlk54906746]4	Participation is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academic Institutions and to any individual from a country which is a member of the United Nations who wishes to contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members of international, regional and national organizations. Participation in the Symposium will be free of charge. 
5	All relevant information pertaining to the Symposium, (speakers, draft programme, remote connection details, registration links) will be made available on the main event website found at: https://fnc.itu.int/
Kindly note that registration is mandatory. The website will be regularly updated as new and modified information becomes available. Participants are requested to check the symposium website periodically for updates. Please do not hesitate to contact Mr Stefano Polidori (stefano.polidori@itu.int) should you need additional information on the programme. 
For information on sponsorship opportunities for the FNC-2023, please contact tsbevents@itu.int. The sponsorship package can be downloaded online at: https://fnc.itu.int/engage/ 
Yours faithfully,
[image: ]Chaesub Lee
Director of the Telecommunication
Standardization Bureau

Annexes: 1
[bookmark: annex]ANNEX
FNC-2023 Draft Programme 
Fully virtual, 13-16 March 2023

	13 March 2023 (13h00-16h00 CET)
OPENING
Opening addresses from ITU and UNECE
SESSION 1 – Will AI Controlled Automated Vehicles Be Safe for Road Users?
The World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29) priority is to extend the automotive regulatory framework to cover automated driving systems (ADS).  In 2018, WP.29 created the Working Party on Automated/Autonomous and Connected Vehicles (GRVA) to provide a global focus for technical regulation in this rapidly evolving area.  Since 2018, the work of GRVA has been instrumental in providing the platform for WP.29 to adopt provisions for the type approval of Advanced Driver Assistance Systems, regulations covering software updates (UN Regulation No. 156), the cyber security of road vehicles (UN Regulation No. 155), and UN Regulation No. 157 covering systems providing conditional automation on motorways.  These new regulations are setting the international baseline for the implementation of these new technologies.  WP.29 and its GRVA subgroup continue to help the safe implementation of automated vehicles and systems. 
Session 1 of the 2023 Future Networked Car Symposium will review safety related guidelines and regulatory developments, evaluating the performance of AI powering ADS, not only related to motorways, but also other use cases (e.g. urban driving conditions).
Moderator: Ian Yarnold, Head of International Vehicle Standards Division, Department for Transport, United K​ingdom

	14 March 2023 (13h00-16h00 CET)
SESSION 2: Using Automotive Artificial Intelligence to Improve Vehicle Safety, Services and Transport Management
For some, the goal of Automotive Artificial Intelligence is to completely remove the human from the driving task under some or all conditions. For others, it is to supplement and improve the human driver's abilities in order to make driving safer, offer new and better services, and increase the effectiveness of transport management. This has proven achievable with AI that accomplishes one or a limited set of objectives. This panel will present and discuss views on the current status of vehicle-related applications of artificial intelligence, different scenarios and timelines for their implementation, and concerns for how humans interact with Automotive AI. 
Moderator: Michael L. Sena, Publisher and Editor of “The Dispatcher”

	15 March 2023 (13h00-16h00 CET)
SESSION 3: Automated Driving Systems (ADS) for Consumer and Other Vehicles (Trucks, Delivery, Shuttles, Robotaxis, Etc.)
Full automation of the driving task appears tantalizingly close.  Multiple use cases are emerging simultaneously, revealing potential paths to market adoption and consumer acceptance.  The evolution of these use cases will determine the future of ADS.  This panel will review the emerging ADS applications – consumer vehicles, commercial vehicles, delivery vehicles, shuttles, robotaxis – to better understand the challenges and opportunities associated with ADS technology and the state of development and market adoption.
Moderator: Roger Lanctot, Director, Automotive Connected Mobility, Strategy Analytics

	16 March 2023 (13h00-16h00 CET)
SESSION 4: Wireless Communications Applied to Vehicle Safety, Services, and Transport Management - Current Status and Future Directions
For decades, a segment of automotive and other transportation stakeholders has envisioned vehicle safety communications via direct communication technology (V2X).  In some parts of the world, most notably in China, this vision is starting to materialize.  In most global regions, the vision remains just that – a vision with limited deployment.  This expert panel will discuss the:
–	Public and private sector perspectives that led to the state of play.
–	Roles of governments, regulators, and the public sector.
–	Services and associated business investments needed for this vision of vehicle safety communications to reach wide-spread implementation.
Moderator: T. Russell Shields, Consultant, Qualcomm Automotive




NOTE: Updates to the programme, including free online registration to each session, will be found online at: https://fnc.itu.int/programme/ 
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