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Environment Becomes Key Issue for Canadian 
IT & Consumer Electronics Firms 

  E-waste front and centre on regulator’s “radar”: 
 EOL consumer electronics & IT equipment going 

to Canadian landfills 
 Potential for toxicity increases if products are not 

processed responsibly  
 Material recovery opportunity for use in next 

generation products 
 Infrastructure to divert and recycle these 

products at nascent stage in Canada 
 Must prevent North America’s e-waste being 

exported without proper controls 
  Provincial regulators looking to Extended 

Producer Responsibility (EPR) as solution 

Photos from “Exporting Harm: The High-Tech Trashing of Asia”.  Prepared by Basel Action Network and Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition, February 25, 2002. 



Electronics Regulation Status 
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Regulations currently in place 

Regulations passage expected in 2012 
Regulations not expected until 2013 or later  

 

Phase V Electronics 
(photocopiers, media, gaming, 
medical, servers, peripherals) 

  

BC 
Aug 07 

QU NB NF 

Phase I Electronics 
(displays, computers, printers) 

Phase II Electronics 
(home, vehicle & portable Audio 
Video and selected telecomm) 

Batteries 
(rechargeable & non-rechargeable) 

    

     

       

 

 

 

 

     

 

July 2012 
 

  

Aug. 2012 

Aug. 2012 

 

 

 

 

 
July 2012* 

 
July 2012* 

Province 
 (program start date) 

AB 
Oct 04 

SK 
Feb 07 

MB ON 
Apr 09 

NS 
Feb 08 

PE 
Jul 10 

* To be confirmed 
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Electronics Stewardship  
Rolling Out Across Canada… 
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*August  
2012 *July 2012  
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Snapshot of Canadian Regulated Electronics Recycling Programs 

to December 31, 2011 
 

Program Registered  
Industry Members* 

Permanent 
Collection Sites 

Phase Collection  
Start Date 

Cumulative Tonnes  
Collected 

British Columbia 

 
1,602 125 P1:  Aug ‘07 

P2:  Jul ‘10 66,089 

Alberta 

 
1,812 325 P1:  Oct ‘04 82,982 

Saskatchewan 

 
666 71 P1:  Feb ‘07 

P2:  Apr ‘10 11,400 

Ontario 

 
757 1,286 P1:  Apr ‘09 

P2:  Apr ‘10 95,232 

Nova Scotia & PEI 

 

568 43 
P1:  Feb ‘08 
P2: Feb ‘09 
PEI: Jul ‘10 

15,162 

TOTALS 5,405 1,850 * * * 270,865 
                                               *  this figure includes some duplicate members registered in multiple jurisdictions 
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Recycler Qualification Program 
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 Recyclers are assessed in accordance with the recently developed Recycler 
Qualification Program (RQP), which incorporates the fourth version for the 
Electronics Recycling Standard into a comprehensive assessment and approval 
program.   

 
 
 
 The Electronics Recycling Standard (ERS) was based on several key principles, that 

are still included in the ERS today: 
1. Sound environmental, health & safety controls 
2. Prohibit land filling of EOLE 
3. Prohibit the use of prison labour in processing EOLE 
4. Prohibit the illegal shipping of material to developing/non-OECD countries 
5. Enforce downstream accountability of all materials 

ERS Version #1 
2004 

Version #2 
2006 

Version #3 
2009 

Version #4 
2010 
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2010 Scorecard for Regulated & Industry-led  
Electronics Stewardship Programs in Canada 



• In 2011 Canada’s electronics industry created EPRA, as 
the national, non-profit entity chartered with improving 
the efficiency and effectiveness of Canada’s industry-led 
and regulated e-waste stewardship programs.  
 

• Members of Electronics Product Stewardship Canada  
and the Retail Council of Canada established EPRA.  
 

• The EPRA Board of Directors includes senior executives 
from Hewlett-Packard, Sony, Dell, Toshiba, Best Buy, 
London Drugs, Staples, RCC, Compugen, and CDW. 
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Electronic Products Recycling Association 
EPRA 

 Jay Illingworth 
Director, Harmonization 

Jay@EPRAssociation.ca 
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