RECOMMENDATION  536


TIME-SCALE  NOTATIONS
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(1978)


Rec. 536








The CCIR,


	CONSIDERING


(a)	that language independent time-scale notations should be introduced;


(b)	that the XIVth General Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) in October 1971 defined the International Atomic Time, using the designation TAI;


(c)	that the XVth CGPM in May 1975 recommended the use of Coordinated Universal Time, using the designation UTC,





	UNANIMOUSLY  RECOMMENDS


1.	that for all forms of atomic time, the following notations consistent with TAI be used in all languages:


	TAI:	International Atomic Time, as formed by the BIPM,


	TA:	atomic time; general designation of a time variable which may be realized on the basis of an atomic or molecular transition,


	TA(k):	atomic time-scale, as realized by the institute “k”;


2.	that for all forms of Universal Time, the following notations consistent with UTC be used in all languages:


	UT:	Universal Time,


	UTC:	Coordinated Universal Time; this time-scale is maintained by the BIPM and the IERS, according to Recommendation 460,


	UTC(k):	time-scale realized by the institute “k” and kept in close agreement with UTC,


	DUT1:	predicted difference UT1 – UTC, as disseminated with time signals.


Note – The Director, CCIR, is asked to transmit this Recommendation to the International Civil Aviation Organiza�tion (ICAO), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the General Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) and also to the International Union of Radio Science (URSI), the International Astronomical Union (IAU), the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG), the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP), the Bureau international des poids et mesures (BIPM), the International Earth Rotation Service (IERS), the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Association of Institutes of Navigation (IAIN).


�
ANNEX  I


1.	Where there may be danger of confusion, UTC (BIPM) may be used instead of UTC.


2.	Different forms of UT are listed in Annex I of Recommendation 460.


3.	Except for TA, which refers to a principle and not to a specific time-scale, the notations may also be used for characterizing time instants and time-scale differences.


	Examples:


	(1)	1975 January 1, 0h UTC


	(2)	TAI – UTC  =  14s, 1975 July 1, 0h UTC


	(3)	UTC(k) – UTC  =  1 ms, 1976 February 24, 0h UTC


4.	TAI and UTC are evaluated in arrear and are only accessible by means of corrections (published by the BIPM) to existing (realized) time-scales such as TA(k) or UTC(k) including extrapolation.


5.	According to Recommendation 458, UTC(k) should be a realized time-scale.
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