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ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVES 

Implementing Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives (2018-2021)
ITU activities in Asia-Pacific are centred on regional initiatives designed to address specific priority areas of particular importance to the region. 
WTDC-17 adopted the following five regional initiatives (2018-2021) for Asia and the Pacific. These regional initiatives leverage on creative 
partnerships to implement the range of small, medium and large scale projects outlined in this brochure.

Addressing special needs of 
least developed countries, 

small island developing states, 
including Pacific island countries, 

and landlocked developing 
countries

1
Harnessing ICTs to support 
the digital economy and an 

inclusive digital society

2
Fostering development  

of infrastructure  
to enhance digital  

connectivity

3
Enabling policy and  

regulatory environments

4
Contributing to a secure  

and resilient environment
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Foreword
By Ioane Koroivuki, Regional Director, ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

The ITU Asia-Pacific Regional Development Forum (RDF-ASP 2018) on “ICTs for 

Sustainable Development Goals” (ICT4SDGs), held in Bangkok, Thailand, on 21-

22 May 2018 provided a platform for high-level dialogue for the ITU membership 

(Member States, ITU-D Sector Members and Academia) in the Asia-Pacific region, 

development agencies and partners. 

The Asia-Pacific region has seen significant progress in the implementation of the 

Dubai Action Plan 2015-2017, with the support of members and partners, and 

has now embarked on work towards the larger goal of ICT4SDGs as information 

and communication technologies (ICTs) have become an engine for digital 

transformation and innovation. 

At the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17) held 

in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in October 2017, the ITU membership declared its 

commitment to accelerating the expansion and use of telecommunication/ICT 

infrastructure, applications and services for building and further developing the 

information society and bridging the digital divide, the timely implementation 

of the action lines of the World Summit on the Information Society  (WSIS) as 

per Resolution 70/125 of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), and 

attainment of the SDGs and associated targets set out 

in UNGA Resolution 70/1: "Transforming our world: 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development".

Regional initiatives are intended to address specific 

telecommunication/ICT priority areas. WTDC-17 

adopted five regional initiatives for Asia and the Pacific. 

Under each regional initiative, projects are developed 

and implemented to meet the region's needs. Projects 

and partnerships form critical delivery mechanisms for 

implementation of the regional initiatives. RDF-ASP 2018 provided an excellent 

platform for sharing the needs of ITU’s membership, identifying priority areas for 

projects, and strengthening and building partnerships.

This publication provides a snapshot of ICT growth and the ITU ICT Development 

Index for Asia-Pacific, highlights the status of implementation of the Asia-

Pacific regional initiatives for 2018-2021 and presents a brief summary of key 

achievements on the Asia-Pacific regional initiatives implemented in 2015-2017 

under the Dubai Action Plan. 
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Introduction
The mission of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) is not just about connectivity for connectivity's 

sake, but is more about promoting innovative uses of telecommunications/ICTs that fundamentally improve people's 

lives. This mission is reiterated in the final report of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-

17), which took place from 9 to 20 October 2017 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, under the theme of "ICT for Sustainable 

Development Goals" (ICT 4 SDGs).

In preparation for WTDC 17, ITU held six regional preparatory meetings (RPMs) around the world in 2016-2017: 

in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, for the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS); Kigali, Rwanda, for the Africa region; 

Khartoum, Sudan, for the Arab States; Asunción, Paraguay, for the Americas; Bali, Indonesia, for Asia and the 

Pacific; and Vilnius, Lithuania, for Europe. Each regional preparatory meeting was preceded by a one-day Regional 

Development Forum.

The regions articulated their specific priorities in 30 regional initiatives — five per region for each of the six regions 

(Africa, Americas, Arab States, Asia-Pacific, CIS and Europe). These regional initiatives were endorsed by WTDC-17 and 

are featured in the Buenos Aires Action Plan. Regional initiatives are intended to address specific telecommunication/

ICT priority areas, through partnerships and resource mobilization to implement projects. Under each regional 

initiative, projects are developed and implemented to meet the region's needs. 

The final report of WTDC-17 

is available at: https://www.

itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/

WTDC/WTDC17/Documents/

WTDC17_FinalReport_en.pdf”
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Reflecting the outcomes of the six regional preparatory meetings, WTDC-17 endorsed the following four objectives for ITU-D as the main focus of 

its work for the years 2018-2021:

Objective Objective Objective Objective 

1 2 3 4

Coordination: Foster internation-

al cooperation and agreement on 

telecommunication/ICT development 

issues 

Modern and secure 
telecommunication/ ICT 
infrastructure: Foster the 

development of infrastructure 

and services, including building 

confidence and security in the use of 

telecommunications/ICTs

Enabling environment: Foster an 

enabling policy and regulatory 

environment conducive to 

sustainable telecommunication/ICT 

development

Inclusive digital society: Foster 

the development and use of 

telecommunications/ICTs and 

applications to empower people 

and societies for sustainable 

development. 

WTDC-17 also adopted the Buenos Aires Declaration reinforcing the political support for ITU’s development mission and strategic objectives. As noted in this 

declaration, implementation of regional initiatives deserves high priority on the part of ITU-D. The declaration underlines how universally accessible, secure and 

affordable telecommunications/ICTs are a fundamental contribution towards the achievement of the action lines of the World Summit on the Information Society 

(WSIS) and of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the development of the global information society and digital economy.

Through the four objectives above and the regional initiatives, ITU-D will adapt and reinforce the existing links between the WSIS action lines and the SDGs to 

continue to support global development. 
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Figure 2 —  
IDI values, Asia and the Pacific, IDI 2017 

Figure 1 — 
Mobile and Internet  
growth
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Asia-Pacific at a glance

ICT growth and ICT Development Index 

In the past few years, the Asia-Pacific region has shown significant growth in terms of ICT 

development (Figure 1). The region has also witnessed enhanced emphasis on broadband 

connectivity and adoption of digital strategies, policies and plans to build smart cities and 

societies. One of the key connectivity developments in the region has been a rise in submarine 

cable connectivity in the Pacific, which is enhancing broadband access in the remote islands.

At the same time, Asia-Pacific remains the most diverse region when it comes to ICT development 

(Figure 2), as reflected in the ITU ICT Development Index (IDI) values. The top six positions in the 

region, which fall within the top 20 in the global rankings, are held by high-income economies.  

Seventeen countries in the region fall within the two middle quartiles of the IDI distribution, while 

ten countries in the region fall within the least connected country quartile.  

4 5



ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVES

2018-2021
Asia-Pacific - Regional Initiatives

6



ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVES   

2018-2021
Asia-Pacific - Regional Initiatives

6 7



Regional initiative 1
Addressing special needs of least developed countries, 
small island developing states, including Pacific island 
countries, and landlocked developing countries 
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EXPECTED RESULTS

...........  1 ........... 

Development of policy and regulatory frameworks for broadband infrastructure, ICT applications and cybersecurity, taking 
into account the special needs of LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs, and strengthening of human capacity to address future policy and 

regulatory challenges.

...........  2 ........... 

Promotion of universal access to telecommunications/ICTs in LDCs, SIDS, and LLDCs.

...........  3 ........... 

Assistance to LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs in adopting telecommunication/ICT applications in disaster management, relating 
to disaster prediction, preparedness, adaptation, monitoring, mitigation, response, rehabilitation and recovery of 

telecommunication/ICT networks based on their priority needs.

...........  4 ........... 

Assistance to LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs in their efforts to achieve internationally agreed goals, such as the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Istanbul Programme of Action for LDCs, the 

Samoa Pathway for SIDS and the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs.

OBJECTIVE
To provide special assistance 

to least developed countries 

(LDCs), small island developing 

states (SIDS), including Pacific 

island countries, and landlocked 

developing countries (LLDCs) 

in order to meet their priority 

telecommunication/information 

and communication technology 

(ICT) requirements.
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ONGOING  
PROJECTS

...........  1 ........... 

Department of Communications and the Arts (Australia) — ITU: Emergency 

Telecommunications in Asia and the Pacific (USD 171 200); 

Cybersecurity in Pacific Island Countries (USD 160 500); Capacity 

building for countering misappropriation of telephone numbers in 

Pacific Island Countries (USD 151 050).

...........  2 ........... 

Intelsat, Kacific, Inmarsat, ITSO, ITU: Development of Satellite 

Communications Capacity and Emergency Communications Solutions 

for the Pacific Islands (USD 604 200).
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PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Improve regional 
connectivity aimed at 
providing high quality 
broadband universal  
access in the Pacific.

PROPOSED  
PROJECT

1
Enhance regional 
connectivity amongst the 
Pacific island countries 2018 

ACTIVITIES
2019 

ACTIVITIES
2020 

ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, assistance to countries, 

 face-to-face and online training.

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.
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Estimated budget

CHF 500 000

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Pacific island countries.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, assistance to countries, 

 face-to-face and online training.

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.
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PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Build capacity and 
skills to meet the 

unique needs of SIDSs, 
LDCs and LLDCs.

PROPOSED  
PROJECT

2
Enhance policy and 
regulatory frameworks 
and develop adequate 
skills to meet priority ICT 
requirements

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE 1
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Estimated budget

CHF 500 000

Potential partners

Funding agencies, 
 implementation partners

Country or countries involved

Pacific island countries,  
LDCs and LLDCs.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training

Forums, assistance to countries,  

face-to-face and online training.
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

3
Improve cybersecurity 
frameworks 2018 

ACTIVITIES
2019 

ACTIVITIES
2020 

ACTIVITIES

Regional coordination,  

direct country assistance,  

capacity building.

Regional coordination,  

direct country assistance,  

capacity building.

Regional coordination,  

projects, direct country  

assistance, capacity building.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Provide direct country assistance, 
build awareness and capacity in 
areas of cybersecurity and child 

online protection (COP) and 
facilitate operationalization of 

computer emergency response 
teams (CERTs).
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Estimated budget

CHF 600 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
national governments,  
regional organizations.

Country or countries involved

Pacific island countries,  
LDCs and LLDCs.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Regional coordination,  

direct country assistance,  

capacity building.

Regional coordination,  

direct country assistance,  

capacity building.

Regional coordination,  

projects, direct country  

assistance, capacity building.
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Regional initiative 2
Harnessing information and 
communication technologies to support 
the digital economy and an inclusive 
digital society
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EXPECTED RESULTS

...........  1 ........... 

Planning and elaboration of national strategic frameworks 
on the digital economy as well as associated toolkits for 

selected ICT applications and services.

...........  2 ........... 

 Establishment and annual updating of a repository of all 
work done within ITU relating to the digital economy since 
the World Telecommunication Development Conference 

(Dubai, 2014).

...........  3 ........... 

Development of policies, strategies and guidelines for 
practical implementation, including for the Internet of Things 

(IoT) and smart cities.

...........  4 ........... 

 Deployment of ICT/mobile applications to improve the 
delivery of value-added services in sectors such as health, 

education, agriculture, governance, energy, financial services 
and e-commerce.

...........  5 ........... 

Identification, collation and sharing of knowledge, best 
practices and case studies on various telecommunication/ICT 

applications.

...........  6 ........... 

Development of cross-sectoral national digital skills 
programmes for inclusiveness, especially for women, youth, 

the elderly and persons with specific needs.

OBJECTIVE
To assist Member States in 

utilizing information and 

communication technologies 

(ICTs) to reap the benefits of 

the digital economy and in 

addressing the human and 

technical capacity challenges for 

bridging the digital divide.
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PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Promote deployment, 
increase adoption and 

enhance  awareness 
of services based on 
ICT applications that 
address local needs.

PROPOSED  
PROJECT

1
Enhance adoption and 
deployment of ICT 
application in countries 
(e-health, e-agriculture, 
e-education, smart 
cities and societies, 
e-governance)

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries. 

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries.
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Estimated budget

CHF 500 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies, development partners 
and international organizations, national 

administrations, the private sector.

Country or countries involved

Interested countries  
in the Asia-Pacific region.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries. 

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries.
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PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Support the 
development of 

national frameworks 
for smart cities, IoT and 

related digital skills.

PROPOSED  
PROJECT

2
Development of policies, 
strategies and guidelines 
for  the Internet of Things 
(IoT) and smart cities

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries. 

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries.
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Estimated budget

CHF 600 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies, development partners 
and international organizations, national 

administrations, the private sector.

Country or countries involved

Interested countries 
 in the Asia-Pacific region.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries. 

Forums, workshops/training,  

assistance to interested countries.
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

3
Digital skills for decent 
jobs for youth in the  
Asia-Pacific region 2018 

ACTIVITIES
2019 

ACTIVITIES
2020 

ACTIVITIES

Workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Assist Member States in 
utilizing ICTs to reap the 

benefits of the digital 
economy and in addressing 

the human and technical 
capacity challenges for 

bridging the digital divide.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 
PROJECT  

OBJECTIVE 
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Estimated budget

CHF 500 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies, development partners 
and international organizations, national 

administrations, the private sector.

Country or countries involved

Interested countries 
 in the Asia-Pacific region.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.

Workshops/training, studies,  

assistance to interested countries.
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Regional initiative 3
Fostering development of infrastructure 
to enhance digital connectivity
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EXPECTED RESULTS

...........  1 ........... 

Migration/transition of analogue networks to digital networks, 
application of affordable wired and wireless technologies 

(including interoperability of ICT infrastructure), and optimized 
use of the digital dividend.

...........  2 ........... 

Maximized use of new and emerging technologies for the 
development of telecommunication/ICT networks, including 

5G and smart grid infrastructure and services.

...........  3 ........... 

 Strengthening of capacity to develop and implement national 
broadband plans in order to provide broadband access to 

unserved and underserved areas (including support for study 
of the status of national broadband networks and international 

connectivity), to promote affordable access, especially for 
youth, women, indigenous peoples and children, to select 

appropriate technologies, to develop and use universal service 
funds effectively, and to develop financially and operationally 

sustainable business models.

OBJECTIVE
To assist Member States 

in the development of 

telecommunication/information 

and communication technology 

(ICT) infrastructure in order to 

facilitate provision of services 

and applications on that 

infrastructure.

...........  4........... 

Promotion of Internet exchange points (IXPs) as a long-
term solution to advance connectivity, deployment of 

IPv6-based networks and applications, and progress in 
the transition from IPv4 to IPv6.

...........  5 ........... 

Strengthening of the capacity to implement 
conformance and interoperability (C&I) procedures 

and testing and to plan resources for C&I programmes, 
and facilitation of the establishment of common 

regional and subregional C&I regimes (including the 
adoption and implementation of mutual recognition 

arrangements).
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...........  6 ........... 

 Attention to spectrum-management issues, including 
radio-frequency planning, new spectrum-sharing 
approaches, harmonized spectrum allocation and 

spectrum monitoring systems, and support for 
preparations for world radiocommunication conferences 

(WRCs) and implementation of their outcomes.

...........  7 ........... 

Building of skills for the development and use of satellite 
telecommunications.

...........  8 ........... 

Strengthening of cooperation with international/regional 
organizations to enhance regional ICT connectivity, such 

as the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS).
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

1
Enhance regional 
connectivity amongst the 
Pacific island countries

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, face-to-face  

and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE  

Improve regional 
connectivity aimed at 
providing high quality 
broadband universal 
access in the Pacific.
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Estimated budget

CHF 500 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Pacific island countries.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, face-to-face  

and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

2
Fostering the 
development of 
infrastructure to enhance 
digital connectivity and 
development in the Asia-
Pacific region

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, face-to-face and online training. Forums, country assistance, 

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVES 

Support the development of 
telecommunication/ICT infrastructure 

in order to facilitate the provision 
of services and applications on that 

infrastructure;

Disseminate information and knowledge 
in the Asia-Pacific region.
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Estimated budget

CHF 700 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Asia-Pacific countries.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, face-to-face and online training. Forums, country assistance, 

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

3
Development of spectrum 
management master 
plans for the developing 
countries in the Asia-
Pacific region

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, face-to-face and online training. Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 

Provide assistance in assessing and reviewing 
the current national spectrum management 

practices and regulatory frameworks, followed 
by the development of national spectrum 

management master plans. The project also 
involves building human capacity through 

workshops and events.
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Estimated budget

CHF 300 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Asia-Pacific countries.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, study, face-to-face and online training. Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

4
Common digital 
infrastructure for scaling 
up SDG-related e-services 
and digital transformation

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, country assistance, 

 face-to-face and  

online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE  

Build a common digital infrastructure/
platform as a set of common building 
blocks and ICT capabilities that can be 
used across agencies to achieve digital 

transformation.
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Estimated budget

CHF 1 million.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Asia-Pacific countries.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Forums, country assistance, 

 face-to-face and  

online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

Forums, country assistance,  

face-to-face and online training.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE 
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

5
Assessment of market 
readiness for future IMT 
systems in Asia-Pacific 
countries

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

Country assistance and training workshop. Country assistance  

and training workshop.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVES 

Assist countries in the Asia-Pacific region in evaluating 
market readiness for the deployment of next-

generation mobile services (NGMSs).

As wireless connectivity is a cross-sectoral tool for 
achieving the UN SDGs, the impact of the project 

cannot be considered limited to the ICT industry only.
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Estimated budget

CHF 200 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Asia-Pacific countries.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

Country assistance and training workshop. Country assistance  

and training workshop.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE  
PROJECT  

OBJECTIVE  
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Regional initiative 4
Enabling policy and regulatory 
environments
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EXPECTED RESULTS

...........  1 ........... 

Sharing of information on developments in policy, legal and 
regulatory frameworks as well as market developments in 

the information and communication technology (ICT) sector 
and the digital economies it enables.

...........  2 ........... 

Development, implementation and review of strategies, 
policies and legal and regulatory frameworks, including 
for next-generation universal service obligation (USO), 

consumer protection, transformation of small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) to digital enterprises, and 

innovation and entrepreneurship.

...........  3 ........... 

 Encouraging inclusive dialogues and strengthening 
cooperation among national and regional regulators, policy-

makers and other telecommunication/ICT stakeholders, as 
well as with other sectors of the economy, on topical policy, 

legal, regulatory and market issues.

...........  4 ........... 

Strengthening institutional, human and technical capacity 
on topical policy, legal and regulatory issues, as well as on 
economic and financial issues and market developments.

...........  5 ........... 

 Improved awareness of policy and regulatory frameworks 
relating to data privacy and cross-border data.

...........  6 ........... 

Development of strategic frameworks to support research 
and development activities in ICT in developing countries.

OBJECTIVE
To assist Member States in 

developing appropriate policy 

and regulatory frameworks, 

fostering innovation, enhancing 

skills, increasing information 

sharing and strengthening 

regulatory cooperation, thereby 

contributing to a supportive 

regulatory environment for all 

stakeholders.

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE 4
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ONGOING  
PROJECTS

Department of Communications and  

the Arts (Australia) — ITU: Enabling policy and regulatory 

environment in Asia-Pacific (USD 228 980).

National Broadcasting and Telecommunications  

Commission (Thailand): ITU-NBTC Training Programme 2018.

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE  4
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PROJECT  
OBJECTIVES  

Develop policy framework  on digital 
identities. 

Build human and institutional capacity in 
matters related to digital identities. 

Share best practices, raise awareness and 
enhance skills.

PROPOSED  
PROJECT

1
Digital identities  
in the Asia-Pacific region 2018 

ACTIVITIES
2019 

ACTIVITIES
2020 

ACTIVITIES

Workshops. Workshops. Framework development.

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE 4
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Estimated budget

CHF 250 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies, 
 implementation partners.

Country or countries involved

Interested countries 
 in the Asia-Pacific region.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Workshops. Workshops. Framework development.

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE  4
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

2
Policy and regulatory 
framework for data privacy 
and cross-border data 
protection

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Study. Training, workshop,  

country assistance.

Training, workshop,  

country assistance.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE  

Enhance awareness and assist the 
development of policy and regulatory 
frameworks for data privacy and cross-

border data protection.
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Estimated budget

CHF 300 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
national governments.

Country or countries involved

Interested countries in  
the Asia-Pacific region.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Study. Training, workshop,  

country assistance.

Training, workshop,  

country assistance.
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Regional initiative 5
Contributing to a secure  
and resilient environment

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE 5
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EXPECTED RESULTS

...........  1 ........... 

Compilation of national and/or regional cybersecurity 
strategies, establishment of national cybersecurity 

capabilities such as computer incident response teams 
(CIRTs), and sharing of good practices, through the 

Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI), to nurture a culture of 
cybersecurity.

...........  2........... 

 Strengthening of institutional cooperation and coordination 
among the key actors and stakeholders at the national, 
regional and global level(including through organizing 

cyberdrills) and of the capacity to address issues related to 
cybersecurity.

...........  3........... 

 Development of national emergency telecommunication 
plans and ICT-based initiatives for providing medical 

(e-health) and humanitarian assistance in disasters and 
emergencies.

...........  4 ........... 

Incorporation of disaster-resilient features in 
telecommunication networks and infrastructure, and 

development of ICT-based solutions (including wireless and 
satellite-based technologies) to enhance network resilience.

...........  5........... 

 Development of standards-based monitoring and early-
warning systems linked to national and regional networks, 

and enhanced use of active and passive space-based 
sensing systems for disaster prediction, detection and 

mitigation.

...........  6 ........... 

Formulation of comprehensive strategies and measures 
to help mitigate and respond to the devastating effects of 

climate change, including e-waste policy.

OBJECTIVE
To assist Member States 

to develop and maintain 

secure, trusted and resilient 

networks and services, and to 

address challenges related to 

climate change and disaster 

management.
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ONGOING  
PROJECTS

Department of Communications  

and the Arts (Australia) — ITU:  

Emergency Telecommunications  

in Asia and the Pacific (USD 171 200)  

andCybersecurity in Pacific  

Island Countries (USD 160 500).
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PROPOSED  
PROJECT

1
Enhance awareness, 
improve reactive and 
proactive response 
capabilities of countries 
against cybercrime 

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

National training, regional forum, 

 direct country assistance, COP workshops.

Direct country assistance,  

training, workshops.

Direct country assistance,  

training, workshops.

PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE

Create awareness of cyberthreats, 
cybersecurity measures and quality of 

service in the use of ICTs.
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Estimated budget

CHF 200 000.

Potential partners

National administrations, private sector, 
regulatory agencies, UNICEF.

Country or countries involved

Interested countries  
in the Asia-Pacific region.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

National training, regional forum, 

 direct country assistance, COP workshops.

Direct country assistance,  

training, workshops.

Direct country assistance,  

training, workshops.

ASIA-PACIFIC - REGIONAL INITIATIVE  5
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PROJECT  
OBJECTIVE

Support countries  
in developing e-waste policies.

PROPOSED  
PROJECT

2
E-waste policies  
in the Asia-Pacific region 2018 

ACTIVITIES
2019 

ACTIVITIES
2020 

ACTIVITIES

Country assistance. Country assistance. Country assistance.
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Estimated budget

CHF 200 000.

Potential partners

Funding agencies,  
development partners,  
national governments.

2018 
ACTIVITIES

2019 
ACTIVITIES

2020 
ACTIVITIES

Country assistance. Country assistance. Country assistance.
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Key achievements on Asia-Pacific  
Regional Initiatives (2015-2017)
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Key achievements on Asia-Pacific  
Regional Initiatives (2015-2017)

In the period 2015-2017, the ITU implemented the Asia-Pacific 

regional initiatives under the Dubai Action Plan. A brief summary 

of achievements is provided in this section.
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Regional initiative 1
Special consideration for least 
developed countries,  small island 
developing states, including Pacific 
island countries, and landlocked 
developing countries

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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KEY ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE DUBAI ACTION PLAN

Improved infrastructure and enhanced access to affordable ICT services

Spectrum management: National spectrum management master plans, frameworks for cross-border 

interference management, development of spectrum management system for developing countries (SMS4DC) 

and training on SMS4DC, measurement of electromagnetic field (EMF) radiation from mobile and broadcasting 

stations and the drafting of standard operating procedures. ITU Member States: Bhutan, Mongolia, Lao P.D.R, 

Cambodia, Nepal (Republic of), Samoa, Fiji, Solomon Islands, Micronesia, Kiribati, Timor-Leste, Tonga and 

Vanuatu. 

ICT infrastructure: Assistance on compliance testing of mobile base stations and broadcast stations, Internet 

exchanges, IPv6 and related infrastructure security, transit traffic planning, Internet training centre enhancement, 

workshop and study on submarine cable access, workshop on telecom strategy for the Pacific, project on 

satellite connectivity. ITU Member States: Bhutan, Cambodia, Mongolia, Samoa and Timor-Leste. 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Improved enabling environment to facilitate ICT development

Policy and regulation – Assistance on tariff policy and regulations, competition regulation, universal 

service fund mechanism review, licensing, sector development strategy, converged regulatory 

framework, digital financial services. ITU Member States: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Lao P.D.R., 

Bhutan, Nepal (Republic of), Mongolia and Timor-Leste.

Statistics and Indicators ITU Member States:  Myanmar, Mongolia.

ICT applications including training on mobile application development, FAO-ITU e agriculture 

strategy (e-renewable natural resources (E-RNR) master plan) development and implementation. ITU 

Member States: Afghanistan, Bhutan, Fiji, Papua New Guinea. 

Appropriate national, subregional and 
regional frameworks for cybersecurity

Security: Assistance on cybersecurity policy, 

national cybersecurity strategy, capacity building. 

ITU Member States:  Afghanistan, Lao P.D.R. and 

Nepal (Republic of).

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Regional initiative 2
Emergency 

telecommunications

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Design of emergency telecommunication plans

ITU provided technical assistance to countries in developing the Nepal 

(Republic of) Emergency Telecommunication Continuity Management 

System (NETCOMS), Emergency Communications Plan (Timor-Leste) and 

Pakistan Emergency Telecommunication Regulatory Framework (PETRF). 

Deployment of suitable telecommunication equipment at the time of emergency:

Moveable and deployable ICT resources unit (MDRU) project implemented in partnership with Japan’s 

Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications (MIC), the Philippines Department of Science and 

Technology ICT Office (DOST-ICTO) and ITU.

 ITU continued to support the region during disaster situations with the appropriate and timely 

deployment of satellite communication equipment to Vanuatu following Cyclone Pam in 2015; to 

Micronesia following Typhoon Maysak in 2015; to Nepal (Republic of) following an earthquake in 2015; 

to Myanmar following severe flooding in 2015; and to Fiji following Cyclone Winston in 2016.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE  DUBAI ACTION PLAN
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Building capacity and enhancing awareness on Emergency 
telecommunications through workshops and seminars 

Examples: ITU Regional Development Forum,  ITU contribution to 

the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) Media Summit on Climate 

Change, ICTs and Disaster Risk Reduction in 2014, the sixth Asia-

Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Workshop on Disaster Management/

Communications (WDMC-6) held in Fiji in 2015, and the Emergency 

Telecommunications Cluster Workshop held in Samoa in 2016.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Regional initiative 3
Harnessing the benefits  

of new technologies

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Assistance in the development of frameworks for new and emerging 
technical issues, raising awareness and building skills in the following 
thematic areas:  

Spectrum management and monitoring: Assistance on development of spectrum 

management master plans; assistance on developing technical plans for automated 

spectrum management and monitoring systems; capacity building and awareness 

raising on spectrum-related issues ( Bangladesh, Brunei  Darussalam, Fiji, Pakistan, 

Samoa, Sri Lanka, Timor-Leste and Thailand; Asia-Pacific regional workshops in 

Fiji, Islamic Republic of Iran, Thailand ). A Case Study on Master Plans for Spectrum 

Management in the Asia-Pacific region is available for further information. 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE  DUBAI ACTION PLAN
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Digital broadcasting: Assistance was provided on transition from analogue to digital terrestrial 

television (DTTV) broadcasting; guidelines on the transition from analogue to DTTV broadcasting 

have been updated; case studies on completed DTTV broadcasting implementation and reports 

on interactive multimedia services in the Asia-Pacific region have been published; workshops 

have been held on Over-the-Top and Integrated Broadcast Broadband Technologies and 

Services for Media; and a Pacific Media Partnership Conference was organized. From 2014 to 

2016, ITU also implemented a number of projects that included digital broadcasting (television 

and radio) with the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission of Thailand 

(NBTC). The projects, while focused on Thailand, have also benefited other countries in the Asia-

Pacific region. 

Conformity, interoperability and type approval: 

Assistance was provided to the Islamic Republic of Iran 

and Mongolia; regional workshops and training in the 

ITU Asia-Pacific Centre of Excellence in China were 

organized to build awareness and capacity.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Satellite coordination: Regional workshops were held 

on satellite coordination (2015, 2016 and 2017) to build 

awareness.

ICT applications: e-agriculture: FAO and ITU developed a National e-Agriculture Strategy Guide to 

assist countries in developing their own national strategies. Assistance was provided to Afghanistan, 

Bhutan, Fiji, Sri Lanka, Papua New Guinea and the Philippines. Forums, workshops and training were 

organized to build capacity and awareness. Publications on e-agriculture case studies were issued. 

M-health in India and the Philippines. The Asia-Pacific Regional Forum on e-Government and Smart 

Cities was held in 2015, 2016 and 2017 to increase awareness and exchange information; tailored 

training was provided to build capacity on mobile-application development (Afghanistan, Sri Lanka). 

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE  DUBAI ACTION PLAN
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IPv6 and Internet infrastructure security: Assistance was 

provided to Mongolia (2015), Cambodia (2016) and 

Bhutan (2017) on IPv6 deployment in partnership with 

APNIC, national governments and supported by the 

Department of Communications and the Arts (Australia). 

Climate change and e-waste: Training and assistance on green ICTs 
and e-waste solutions (Pakistan).

Cybersecurity: Training, expert cybersecurity and 
child online protection (COP) events; cyber incident 
simulation and the Conference on National Critical 
Infrastructure Protection (Thailand); network security 
assessment, Afghanistan; assistance to Nepal 
(Republic of) on cybersecurity, capacity building on 
cybercrime,  COP; training on handling cyber incidents 
(Philippines).

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Regional initiative 4
Development of 

 broadband access and 
 adoption  

of broadband

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Promoting national broadband 
frameworks

Assistances on national broadband 

policies; Cambodia, Papua New Guinea 

and Sri Lanka;

 KEY ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE  DUBAI ACTION PLAN
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Capacity building, skills development and 
awareness raising through regional forums, 
workshops, trainings and studies 

Examples: Asia-Pacific Digital Societies Policy Forums; 

Regional Forum on Reshaping Policy and Regulatory 

Landscape for Accelerating Broadband Access; ITU Asia-

Pacific centres of excellence training, smart sustainable 

cities training, submarine cable access; affordable access 

to the Internet (Maldives), Strategic Plan on Telecom 

Infrastructure and Broadband Development (Cambodia).

Interactive terrestrial map to enhance understanding of 

broadband infrastructure. 

Study on international connectivity in the Pacific.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Regional initiative 5
Policy and regulation

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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Strengthening of national telecommunication and ICT policy, regulatory and 
legislative frameworks

This was achieved through direct country actions on telecommunication law, tariff policy and 

regulations, post-liberalization review and a sector development strategy (2015) as well as by 

addressing a converged regulatory framework, numbering plan, ICT statistics and indicators, 

unified licensing, digital financial services, number portability, ICT regulatory challenges in smart 

cities, domain name management, cost modeling. ITU Member States: Bangladesh, India, Lao 

P.D.R., Philippines, Nepal (Republic of), Islamic Republic of Iran, India, Timor-Leste, Maldives, 

Myanmar, Mongolia, Sri Lanka.

Enhancement and exchange of information on regulatory matters, 
through regulatory dialogue 

at the Asia-Pacific Regulators Round Table (Malaysia, 2015; Pakistan, 2016; India, 

2017); Asia-Pacific Regional Forum for Telecommunication/ICT and Financial 

Regulators on Digital Financial Inclusion (Malaysia, 2015); ITU/MIIT (Ministry of 

Industry and Information Technology of China) seminars 2015, 2016.

 KEY ACHIEVEMENTS UNDER THE  DUBAI ACTION PLAN
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Enhancement of human resources skills 

through the ITU International Training Programme (held in conjunction with the Regulatory Roundtables); 

ITU-IDA Executive Training Programme, awareness raising for policy-makers in China through annual ITU/MIIT 

(Ministry of Industry and Information Technology of China) seminars; regional and national project-related 

training programmes and centres of excellence.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS ON ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES (2015-2017)
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