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ITU’s E- Wa s t e  
Ma nd a t e

By adopting the Connect 2030 Agenda, 
ITU Me m be r Sta te s  have  se t a  g lobal 
ITU e -waste  targe t for 2023

• to  incre ase  the  g lobal e -waste  re cycling  
ra te  to  30% 

• to  ra ise  the  pe rce ntage  of countrie s  with 
an e -waste  le g is la tion to 50%. 
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Tackling e-waste helps to address the 
Sustainable Development Goals, in 
part icular goals 3, 6, 8, 11, 12 and 14.



ITU As ia - P a cif ic  
Of f ice
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 Policy Awareness Workshop on E-waste, 
Hyderabad, November 2019.

 Pan-India E-waste Monitor proposal.

 Planned data and statistics training in 
Nepal starting 2021.



A Circu la r  Eco no m y 
fo r  Ele ct ro n ics
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C i r c u l a r  E l e c t r o n i c s  P a r t n e r s h i p

E- w a s t e  P o l i c y  Su p p o r t :  
N a m i b i a ,  M a l a w i ,  B u r u n d i ,  
D o m i n i c a n  Re p u b l i c e t c .

Th r e e  Im p ac t  Pa t h w ay s:

W EEE DA T A  SU PPORT  N o . o f  
c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  h av e  sy s t e m a t i c a l l y  
ap p l i e d  a  h a r m o n i ze d  W EEE d a t a  
c o l l e c t i o n  m e t h o d o l o g y . 

W EEE POL I CY SU PPORT  N o . o f  
c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  h av e  ad o p t e d  a  
W EEE p o l i c y , l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  
r e g u l a t i o n . 

W EEE T ECH N OL OGY SU PPORT N o . 
o f  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  h av e  i n s t a l l e d  an d  
a r e  t r i a l l i n g  ap p r o p r i a t e  W EEE 
t r ac k i n g  so f t w a r e .



A Circu la r  Eco no m y 
fo r  Ele ct ro n ics
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Ob j e c t i v e s 

• f o s t e r  a  c u l t u r e  o f  b e t t e r  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  n a t i o n a l  W EEE m an ag e m e n t  p e r f o r m an c e  
• t o  i n c r e ase  t h e  g l o b a l  t ak e - u p  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  so u n d  n a t i o n a l  an d  r e g io n a l l y  

h a r m o n i ze d  c i r c u l a r  e c o n o m y  W EEE m an ag e m e n t  p o l i c i e s .

T h e  p r o g r a m m e  c o v e r s  a l l  t y p e s  o f  w a s t e  e l e c t r i c a l  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c  e q u i p m e n t  
(W EEE) , b u t  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e
d i s c a r d i n g  o f  I CT s .



WEEE
Dat a Support

Only 21% of all countries (41/193) collect official WEEE data and produce estimations using indicators such 
as WEEE generation and collection. 
There is a global gap in the quantification of waste arising from discarded ICT products and other electrical 
and electronic equipment (EEE). 
This component will be delivered by the Global E-waste Stat ist ics Partnership.
T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s o u n d  p o l i c i e s  a n d  l e g a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a r e  o n l y  e f f i c i e n t l y  i m p l e m e n t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
sound  WEEE data .

Main Deliverables:
1)  Col lec t ing  and improving data  a t  the  nat ional  level
2 )  De l ive r ing  b l ended  on l ine  cu r r i cu la  and  pub l i sh ing  da ta  on l ine  (h t tp s : / / g loba lewas te .o rg )
3 )  Moni to r ing  g loba l  and  r eg iona l  f l ows ,  t r ends ,  and  gene ra t ion
4)  Harmoniz ing and in tegra t ing  data  col lec t ion  a t  the  regional  level



WEEE
P o licy Sup p o rt

In 2020, the number of countries covered by a policy, legislation or regulation governing the 
e nvironm e ntally sound  m anage m e nt of WEEE, s tood  a t only 78 out of 193 

In absence of an established regulatory environment in most countries, there is no national alignment 
on the  de finition of WEEE and  the  cate gorie s  of WEEE to be  re gulate d .

Main Activities: 

1)  Del iver ing nat ional  c i rcular  economy pol icy f ramework assessments  and s takeholder  
validation 
2 )  De l ive r ing  t a i lo red  capac i ty  bu i ld ing  to  suppor t  po l i cy  va l ida t ion  
3)  Harmonizing and integrat ing c i rcular  economy pol icy a t  the  regional  level  
4)  Moni tor ing the  global  pol icy and regulatory landscape 
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WEEE
Te chno log y Sup p ort

There has been so far a slow adoption of technological solutions for the management of waste, 
includ ing  in the  are as  of colle ction, tracking , m onitoring  and  re cycling , in this  case , spe cifically of 
WEEE.

Through sof tware  enabled WEEE management ,  consumers ,  producers ,  recyclers  and governments  
could  be  ce ntra lly linke d  susta inab ly to one  anothe r through custom ize d  c loud-base d  se rvice s  to 
p rom ote  transpare ncy and  trace ab ility in the  WEEE m anage m e nt supp ly chain. 

Main Activities: 
1) Publishing thought papers with a vision to promote innovative digital technologies in WEEE 
m anage m e nt. 
2)  Developing WEEE management  sof tware  and/or  mobi le  appl icat ions  for  t r ia l l ing a t  nat ional  
or re g ional le ve ls .



Sus t a ina b ilit y  a nd  
Lo ca l Owne rsh ip  

Local ownership and sustainability will be achieved by 
ensuring:
a) Strong implementation action plan component attached to 
circular economy policy validation.
b) Tailored capacity building delivered applicable to the 
implementation action plan.
c) The appropriate tools available to stakeholders provided at 
the national, regional, and global levels.
d) Emphasis on assimilating the WEEE policy and WEEE data 
components to maintain their complementarity.
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Thank You

Quest ions and Comment s?

Mr Garam BEL, E-Waste Off icer, ITU
garam.bel@itu.int
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