Report
Of the Videoconference Dedicated to Preparation

For Regional Development Forum
ITU Regional Office, Moscow, Russia, 28 June
The Videoconference dedicated to preparation for the Regional Development Forum was held in Moscow, in the ITU Regional Office, on 28 June. Considering that the Regional Development Forum (RDF) to discus proposals on the implementation of the regional initiatives approved by the 2017 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-17), Buenos Aires, Argentina is scheduled for spring of 2019, it was decided to conduct a videoconference meeting to give to Member States, Sector Members, Academia and Regional Organizations an opportunity to share their proposals and discuss the projects already proposed to be implemented within the frameworks of the regional initiatives of the 2017-2021 implementation period. 
The videoconference was attended by more than 40 participants, representing communication administrations, ICT-specialized universities, scientific and research institutions, communication providers from 9 countries of the region (Republic of Armenia, Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Belarus, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Ukraine, and Republic of Uzbekistan). The videoconference was also attended by representatives of the Executive Committee of the Regional Commonwealth in the field of Communications (RCC). To participate in the videoconference, representatives of the Ministry of Digital Development, Telecom and Mass Communications of the Russian Federation, Rostelecom, and Central Scientific and Research Institute (ZNIIS) came to the Regional Office. 
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The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) was represented by the entire team of the ITU Regional Office and Mr. Brahima Sanou, Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau, who opened the videoconference with a greeting to the videoconference participants. Mr. Sanou noted the convenience of the videoconference system for regional meetings, appreciated CIS regional initiatives and invited the videoconference participants to concentrate on specific proposals. Mr. Sanou also noted the importance of the RCC participation in the event and thanked the RCC representatives for continuous support of the ITU. Mr. Sanou also thanked the region for the support provided to him in the capacity of the BDT Director and expressed hope for their support in the future. 
A greeting was also delivered by Mr. Nurudin Mukhitdinov, Director General, RCC Executive Committee, who thanked the BDT Director and Mr. Kirill Oparin, Head of the Regional Office for cooperation with the RCC and expressed the RCC willingness to actively contribute to the implementation of the regional initiatives, noticing that the videoconference system, which allows to significantly save funds when conducting events, had been established in the Regional (Area) Office within the frameworks of a regional initiative approved by WTDC-10. 
Mr. Kirill Oparin, Head, ITU Regional Office, who moderated the videoconference, started his speech by explaining to the participants the objectives of the videoconference, organized after WTDC-17, which is to set the stage for the big RDF to be held in Bishkek in March 2019 as an opportunity to accumulate proposals from Member States, Sector Members, and Academia to compose the Operations Plan and issue a brochure dedicated to the regional initiatives of the 2017-2021 implementation period. 
Mr. Farid Nakhli, Programme Officer, Regional Office presented a brief review of the regional initiatives implemented in 2014-2017 .
Kirill Oparin presented to the participants the regional initiatives approved by WTDC-17  (presentation is available at the web-page dedicated to the videoconference ). 
When speaking of the new regional initiatives, Kirill Oparin drew attention of the participants to financing principles. Those projects which can be implemented in the most swift way will become a priority in 2019. Considering limited funds, the ITU will only co-finance the projects, therefore partners and finance sources should be identified for each project. Consequently, priority will be given to those projects which the partners are ready to co-finance, as well as to projects of regional orientation. Referring to the principle «first come, first served», Kirill Oparin noted that proposals on the projects should be submitted to the BDT Director by end of July 2018. 
Afterwards, the floor was given to the participants from the region. 
Representatives of the Republic of Armenia informed the audience that they had no specific proposes on the regional initiatives, while they would actively observe implementation of the regional initiatives approved by WTDC-17. 
Representatives of the Republic of Azerbaijan reminded of the proposal of the E-government Training Centre under the Ministry of Transport, Communications and High Technologies (letter № 2-123/8619 dated 17 November 2017) to be a partner in the implementation of RI2: Use of telecommunications/information and communication technology to ensure inclusive, equitable, quality and safe education, including the enhancement of women's knowledge of ICTs and e-government. Representatives of the Centre also mentioned their significant experience and availability of a well-developed infrastructure to provide a high-quality and secure training in the ICT. They also expressed their willingness to prepare necessary documents as soon as possible, however, since Azerbaijan has never participated in projects of the kind, they would need information on standards and procedures of how submit a project. 
Kirill Oparin, replying to the speech of the representatives of Azerbaijan, noted that at the initial stage, a proposal presented at the level of idea (send via email) and availability of partners would be sufficient for the Regional Office to start elaborating project documents. 
Representatives of the Republic of Belarus, referring to the letter from the Communication Administration (№ 09-08/2343 dated 06.06.2018), mentioned seven proposals to be included in 2019 Operations Plan (Eurasian Forum on Digital Transportation Envelopes; translation of ITU official documents from English into Russian; Support of website of the Regional Initiatives; Creation of a training centre for preschool and elementary school children to learn them efficiently and safely use network personal terminals; regional workshop on practical use and development of IoT applications in countries of the region; creation of a laboratory to research problems and conditions of safe use of IoT technologies; creation of information and training centre on implementation and development of IP telephony), which also could be implemented within the framework of the regional initiatives. For some of the above projects, the objective had been set at the country level, however it could be spread at the regional level as well. 
Representatives of the Belarusian State Academy of Communication, referring to their significant experience of cooperation with the ITU, in particular in the implementation of the project on creation of a training centre for persons with disabilities under the RI2 approved by WTDC-14, availability of partners, and significant proportion of female ICT specialists in the Academy staff, expressed their willingness to continue implementation of projects aimed at creation of similar centres and organization of a workshop at a final stage of the implementation. 

Representatives of the Republic of Kazakhstan confirmed that they had not submitted yet their proposals on the implementation of the regional initiatives and events to be included in the OP-19. They also noted the importance of involvement of all countries of the region in the process of consideration and approval of the regional initiatives. Representatives of the Republic of Kazakhstan also noted that RI CIS 4: Development of broadband access and adoption of broadband of the previous four-year period remained of current interest for all countries of the region and asked to provide them with the BroadBandCalculator elaborated by the A.S.Popov Odessa National Academy of Telecommunications within the framework of implementation of the RI. Also, referring to employee turnover in the Communication Administration, they noted the necessity of a training of ITU procedure. 
Kirill Oparin, when replying to representatives of the Republic of Kazakhstan, highlighted the possibility of all countries to participate in proposing and approving regional initiatives. Kirill Oparin also mentioned that the Republic of Kazakhstan would be able to participate in proposing and approving regional initiatives of the next four-year period in 2020. Also, considering quite flexible formulation of the current regional initiatives, some proposals from the Republic of Kazakhstan could be implemented within the framework of the regional initiatives. Kirill Oparin also confirmed that the ITU Regional Office was awaiting proposals for the Communication Administration of the Republic of Kazakhstan to be included in the OP-19. He also noted that the Regional Office would consider a possibility to organize the requested regional training. 
Representatives of Kyrgyz Republic confirmed their willingness to receive the RDF in spring of 2019 in Bishkek and informed the videoconference participants of their participation in the implementation of RI1: Development of e-health to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all, at all ages and RI4: Monitoring the ecological status and the presence and rational use of natural resources (letter № 07-6/2553 dated 05.06.2018). RI1 is planned to be implemented in the cooperation with the Ministry of Health of Kyrgyz Republic, which is negotiating with the WHO the cooperation issues and possible conducting of a Central Asian roundtable on e-health. Also, some pilot projects are planned to be implemented, including a project on medical treatment records. The Ministry of Health had already requested expert support from the WHO and the ITU in evaluation of already created systems and elaboration of security system standards. 
The RI4, aimed at elaboration of spatial data infrastructure for analysis and monitoring of ecological status and the presence and rational use of natural resources in the region, which will be implemented in cooperation with the Institute of Electronics and Telecommunications (IET) under Kyrgyz State Technical University named after Iskhak Razzakov. Also, a workshop on the spatial data infrastructure is planned to be conducted within the framework of RI implementation. The IET counts on technical and financial support from the ITU in the implementation of the project. 
When replying to the speech of the representatives of Kyrgyz Republic, Kirill Oparin noted that the proposal on e-heals was practically a ready-made project and suggested to send it as an additional proposal for implementation of the regional initiative. 
Representatives of the Republic of Moldova shared their proposals on implementation of RI3 Development and regulation of infocommunication infrastructure to make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe and resilient and RI5 Fostering innovative solutions and partnership for the implementation of Internet of things technologies and their interaction in telecommunication networks, including 4G, IMT-2020 and next-generation networks, in the interests of sustainable development, which have not been submitted yet to the Regional Office. In particular, the Republic of Moldova propose to undertake a research to elaborate recommendations for simplification of the procedure on construction of broadband networks and on elaboration of cybersecurity legislation. Also, referring to an interesting experience of cooperation with ICT Innovation Bureau, representatives of the Republic of Moldova proposed to conduct a research of digital economy in the countries of the region within the framework of RI5. 
Kirill Oparin suggested to submit the above as official proposals to the Regional Office. 
Mr. Alexey Borodin, Representative of Rostelecom (Russia) to ITU informed of the company participation in the implementation of RI3 and RI5. According to Mr. Borodin, as of the current date, within the framework of the RI5 implementation, Rostelecom was a partner in organization of the ITU Regional Forum on “Internet of Things, Telecommunication Networks and Big Data as basic infrastructure for Digital Economy” and ITU-T SG20 and SG11 Regional Groups for Eastern Europe, Central Asia and Transcaucasia, held in Saint Petersburg from 4 to 6 June 2018. At the SG Regional Groups’ meetings, proposals on specific ITU-T standards were put forward. According to Mr. Borodin, Rostelecom is also preparing a project on creating a laboratory to test 5G. The company is contributing financially in the implementation of the proposed projects, and currently a four-year agreement with ITU and a partnership with The Bonch-Bruevich Saint Petersburg State University of Telecommunications are under preparation, where the Rostelecom total contribution (including in kind contribution) makes RUR 300,000.  

The Ministry of Digital Development, Telecom and Mass Communications of the Russian Federation was represented at the videoconference by Mr. Anton Yuzhakov from the International Communication Department. When delivering an address to participants. Mr. Yuzhakov highlighted the importance of the implementation of the regional initiatives and highlighted, that the Ministry supported the Rostelecom projects, considering them significant and useful for Russia. Mr. Yuzhakov also wished to the videoconference participants a success in the implementation of the regional projects. 
Mr. Vadim Plakhov, Senior Specialist for Ported Number Database Operations, FSUE Central Scientific and Research Institute of Communications (ZNIIS) (Russia) informed the audience, that FSUE ZNIIS, which was ITU partner in the implementation of RI5, had hosted a workshop on number portability, conformance and interoperability in March 2018. According to Mr. Plakhov, the ZNIIS is interested in further development of this area of activity and will actively observe the implementation of the other regional initiatives. 
Mr. Vadim Kaptur, Pro-rector for Scientific Work, A.S.Popov Odessa National Academy of Telecommunications (ONAT) (Ukraine), noted that no one region of the world worked at the RI implementation as actively, as the CIS region, where true interesting projects were implemented. According to Mr. Kaptur, the ONAT has proposed a number of projects to be implemented within the framework of RI1, RI2, and RI5 (letter № 04-09/151 dated 05.06.2018). In 2018, the ONAT started implementation of a project on elaborating recommendations on the use of modern technical solutions in the designing of e-health systems, including telemedicine networks, in particular, the ONAT is elaborating a multimedia course for doctors and IT specialists, and this work will be completed, as of software shell and content, by end of summer, while a relevant workshop will be held in Odessa in October. Also, the ONAT will elaborate methodological recommendations on the construction of and the work with local health networks. 
Within the framework of RI2, the ONAT will elaborate a set of e-resources and technologies to motivate high school graduates to choose an ICT-related profession. In particular, some promotional content has been elaborated, which can be used by all universities. 
Also, the ONAT plans to upgrade the Onlinesafety.info course, which has been already completed by 16000 users. In addition, a number of projects are planned to be implemented, which are aimed at elaboration of recommendations on training for rural school children. 
Within the framework of RI5, the ONAT plans to elaborate a service tariff setting methodology for modern infocommunication networks, as well as an automatic service billing system. 
In conclusion of the presentation, Mr. Kaptur invited all the videoconference participants to collaborate and expressed the ONAT willingness to share its experiences. 
Representatives of State University of Telecommunications (Ukraine) put forward a proposal within the framework of RI2 on the use of the University smart technologies to elaborate interactive trainings and student attendance monitoring. 
Mr. Rihsi Isaev, Professor, Telecommunication Engineering Department, Tashkent University of Information Technologies named after Muhammad al-Khwarizmi, informed that the Republic of Uzbekistan was a partner in the implementation of RI2 and RI5. Mr. Isaev noted the importance of the project on creation of sustainable energy supply implemented under the RI approved by WTDC-10 was very important for creation of the training centre for female personnel to be implemented in cooperation with the University under RI2 and, especially, for implementation of telemedicine projects, where functioning of remote telemedicine nodes depends of sustainable electricity supply. 
Ms. Natalya Zorya, Deputy Director General, RCC Executive Committee, noted the implementation of the RIs as an important area of the RCC activity and the RCC was ready to provide any support in this. In particular, the RCC was ready to send to Farid Nakhli the Statement of the Order of Development of Regional Initiatives in the CIS Countries (circulated in 2016 by the RCC and available at the RCC web-site), which had been elaborated by the RCC with the support of the ITU Area Office. This document describes the actions of the RI implementing country and can be provided on request. Ms. Zorya also mentioned a good practice of considering regional initiatives at the meetings on regional cooperation, which are an additional platform for discussion. 
Vadim Kaptur, reverting to the previously covered issue of the RIs financing, asked to clarify if an in-kind contribution of the partner, which could became more significant than the ITU financing, would be considered as co-financing, and what could be a minimum in-cash contribution of a partner in the co-financing of a regional initiative. 
Kirill Oparin clarified that preference would be given to projects with an in-cash contribution from a partner. AT the same time, the Regional Office would continue working “in all formats”, however a good project would need partners. 
When summing up the results of the videoconference, Kirill Oparin confirmed that all proposals of the videoconference participants would be included in the report of the videoconference. Also, a brochure would be issued dedicated to the regional initiatives. Kirill Oparin also encouraged the participants to submit specific proposals by end of July to increase the chances of the region to receive financing from the ITU. 
Kirill Oparin thanked the participants and noted the efficiency of videoconference format to conduct debriefings on the results of huge events, such as RDFs, and suggested to use this format in the future, for example to discuss the results of the Plenipotentiary Meeting and other huge international events. 
