Georgia Country Brief

A Crisis of Learning in Education...

In Georgia, there exists a crisis of learning in education. This is exemplified by out-of-school rates in the
country, as well as those not achieving minimum proficiency. While 599,471 children and adolescents are
enrolled in primary and secondary schools, 9,355 between the age of 6 and 17 are out-of-school.
Additionally, approximately 52% of children and young people do not achieve minimum proficiency in
foundational skills needed for further learning and skills development.-2
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All strategies for continuing education during COVID-19 depended on ICTs as
a medium for delivery. But unequal preexisting infrastructure in households
and schools is also a major driver of the longer-term crisis of learning. Access
to connectivity and devices is a crucial enabler of the learning process,
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The National Broadband Network Development Strategy for 2020-2025 mandates that schools, highways and public
facilities must be provided with Internet access at a download speed of 1 Gbps by 2025, aligned with both EU plans
and plans for 5G development in the country. The strategy aims not only to create infrastructure, but also to establish
Georgia as a digital and information hub in the region between Europe and Asia, while also upgrading knowledge and
skills, leading to employment growth.>
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What Gaps Remain ? Contextualizing the Gaps
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Assessing the level and quality of broadband in schools, and proactively addressing = pespite the wide variety of indicators
infrastructure gaps, is increasingly important as students return to the classroom. This  available on the National Statistics
will ensure that connectivity is leveraged to deliver educational content and to manage = Office of Georgia website, some of the
the education system in an efficient manner, and that digital skills development is ~ |CT-related data points are outdated,
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To bridge learning gaps,  Funding as a Challenge [o°]

Public spending on education and training was 3.5%

connection of the country’s GDP in 2018, while the European
high quality content learning Union countries’ average for 2017 was 4.7%.2
Investment in school and household
connectivity content development

and robust digital education



Looking Ahead

Georgia has a successful history of leveraging innovative financing mechanisms
and multistakeholder partnerships toward achieving appropriate levels of devicev '.‘,'.
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and connectivity in education. Three key examples are outlined below.

Log-In Georgia Project In 2019 alone, private stakeholders such as
The World Bank is currently working in the development of UGT,_Green Systems, an_d Orient Lc?gic
broadband through the Log-in Georgia Project, a 32.7 EUR pro.vu.:ied 220 SC_h°°|5 with local wireless
million support package with the goal of expanding access (Wi-Fi) connections.

to affordable broadband in rural settlements and of

supporting the development of Georgia’s digital economy. Givelnternet.org
The project expects to connect up to 1,000 villages and
500,000 people to high-quality and affordable broadband
service.3 300
underprivileged families
_ ITU and UNICEF are committed to helping the Government of Georgia and other
== | stakeholders achieve national objectives. School connectivity is widely recognized as a means to a more

v
j == | efficient administration of educational systems, a building block in supporting innovative ways to distribute
education content and increase access, and — most importantly — a fundamental prerequisite to endow pupils
with the digital skills necessary to thrive in the job market. The achievement of appropriate device and
connectivity levels, both at school and in the home, thus remain priorities of both the ITU Office for Europe and UNICEF
Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia. Both offices cherish the opportunity to engage with partners and provide

support through technical assistance, capacity building and research, as well as knowledge exchange.

International Telecommunication Union UNICEF
Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia
ITU Office for Europe Palais des Nations
Place des Nations 1211 CH-1211 Geneva 10
Geneva 20 Switzerland
Switzerland
By phone:
By phone: +4122 9095111
+4122 7305111
By email:
By email: ecaro@unicef.org

eurregion@itu.int

Endnotes

1 Data from UNESCO UIS Database. http://data.uis.unesco.org

2 UNICEF calculation of the number of students in primary, lower and upper secondary not achieving minimum proficiency in math; Data for Georgia is calculated using the latest
figures available from UIS and PISA.

3 See: https://www.unicef.org/media/93756/file/ECAR%20COVID-19%20Situation%20Report%20N0.%2016%20End%200f%20year%202020.pdf

4See: https://ms-f7-sites-01-cdn.azureedge.net/docs/stories/836788-ministry-emis-national-government-azure-en-georgia/resources/0063b436-199d-4f3e-bf4b-
220148f25674/ministry of education- science- culture and sport of georgia with emis summary slide

5 See: http://www.economy.ge/uploads/files/2017/legislation/sainformacio_tegnologiebi/fartozolovani_gselebis ganvitarebis strategia da misi_ganxorcielebis_gegma.pdf ; See:
https://comcom.ge/uploads/other/3/3939.pdf ; See: https://eufordigital.eu/georgia-approves-broadband-development-strategy-2020-2025/

61TU WTID Database.

7 See: https://idfi.ge/ge/Internet _access_and_use_in_georgia

8 PISA 2018 Results (Volume V); OECD 2020 (Figure V.5.4 School computers per student, school characteristics and reading performance)

9 See: https://geostat.ge/media/35088/Availability-of-computers-in-Schools.xls

10This estimate is calculated using the cheapest smartphone available in the region, at $73.60 per device. Price estimate is taken from A4Al price data, averaging the cost of the
cheapest smartphones available in Georgia, Turkey and Ukraine. Although Smartphones are used as a proxy for the cheapest way to access online educational content and represent
a baseline cost, they are not ideal for sustained learning nor comparable to PCs for educational purposes.

1 This estimate is calculated using using a price of $850 per computer and monitor, which is a UNICEF price estimation of a high-end computer and monitor more suitable for
learning. It thus represents the most expensive end of the spectrum.

12 See: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.SECO.PC.ZS?locations=EU

13 See: https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/08/28/1000-villages-to-get-better-
Internet -connectivity-as-part-of-world-bank-support-to-georgia-digital-transformation ; See:
http://www.opennet.ge/eng/list/show/50-World-Bank-will-co-finance-the-State-Program-of-the-
broadband-infrastructure-development ; See:
http://documentsl.worldbank.org/curated/en/316241571855041161/pdf/Concept-Project-
Information-Document-PID-Log-In-Georgia-P169698.pdf

14 See: https://forbes.ge/news/6009/Closing-the-digital-divide-online
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