
Becoming a Smart
Sustainable
Nation

By Nurturing
Learning Societies



What to do
Localise the work on Smart 
Sustainable Development at the city 
and community level

Demonstrate how interesting solutions 
can be integrated to accommodate 
local needs and mobilise available 
resources 

Accelerate impact by linking local 
action to regional, national and 
international partners for knowledge 
sharing and funding 

Design

Activate

Accelerate

Engage

Scale to Realize 
Goals and Potential

3-5 years

Support

Update City 
Operating System 

1-3 years

Set the 
Stage
1 year



Listen, link and learn
Cities as playgrounds and platforms for 
open innovation where local leadership is 
trained and incentivised to listen in for and 
acknowledge interesting initiatives 
wherever they originate 

Capacity to link up to promising 
communities and initiatives across space 
and time to develop shared meaning and 
purpose, and mutually invest in promising 
solutions 

Learning by doing and assuring that 
claims to knowledge are legitimate only in 
so far as positive impact is demonstrated 



In practice
Seven European cities come together 
to demonstrate how to become Energy 
Positive by 2030

In order to align policy, action and 
impact they will use the U4SSC KPIs 
as a baseline and structure their 
roadmaps using the generic SDG City 
Transition Framework

The project is funded by the EU H2020 
Program and the framework 
development is headed by Light House 
City Trondheim

This project has received funding from the European Union’s 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under Grant 
Agreement No. 824260
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