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This document provides information on the seventh meeting of the ITU-T Focus Group on Digital Financial Services (FG DFS).

1
The seventh meeting of the FG DFS is scheduled to take place on 7-9 December 2016, at the ITU Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. Practical information about the event and meeting venue can be found on the Focus Group Digital Financial Services web page: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/dfs/.  
2
The meeting will be preceded by a one-day ITU Workshop on Digital Financial Services and Financial Inclusion on 6 December 2016. More information about the workshop can be obtained here: http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/Workshops-and-Seminars/ifds/Pages/201612.aspx.   
3
The FG DFS meeting is open to ITU Member States, Sector Members and Associates. It is also open to any individual from a country which is a member of ITU and who is willing to actively contribute to the work. This includes individuals who are also members or representatives of interested standards development organizations.
5
Remote participation will be available for the Focus Group Digital Financial Services meeting. More information about the remote participation will be available on the Focus Group web page. 
6
The items for discussion at the meeting, the contributions received, as well as information related to the meeting will be available on the Focus Group web page and on the FG DFS Collaboration site: https://extranet.itu.int/ITU-T/focusgroups/fgdfs/SitePages/Home.aspx  
7
Participant registration will begin at 0830 hours at the ITU Headquarters, Montbrillant building. Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed at the entrances of the venue.
8
No registration fee is required for participating in this meeting.
9
The discussions will be held in English only. 
10
The documents will be made publicly available. Please use the template for the FG documents available from the Focus Group web page. Participants shall submit input documents to FG DFS Secretariat in electronic format by sending them to: tsbfgdfs@itu.int. 
The deadline for document submission for this meeting is 24 November 2016. Please note that this is a paperless meeting.
11
Please register for the FG DFS and working group meetings via the on-line form at http://itu.int/reg/tmisc/3000917 as soon as possible but not later than 24 November 2016.  Please note that pre-registration of participants is carried out exclusively online. To provide you with any updates concerning the meeting planning, please fill in your valid e-mail address on your registration form. 
12
Funding for Experts may be provided. Please note that the decision criteria to grant this funding include but is not limited to the following:

a)
Available budget; 

b)
Participation of Experts from Least Developed Countries or low Income Developing Countries (https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/info/Documents/list-ldc-lic.pdf); 

c)
Role and activities of the applicant strongly related to digital financial services and financial inclusion; 

d)
Proven experience in the areas of competence of the FG; 

e)
Equitable distribution among countries and regions; 

f)
Gender balance. 

Preference will be given to national regulators and public officials. Expert funding requests (please use enclosed form at Annex 1), must be returned to ITU not later than 17 October 2016 together with an official nomination letter from your organization.
13
Citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested as soon as possible, preferably at least six (6) weeks before the date of beginning of the meeting and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. 
14
If problems are encountered by ITU Member States, Sector Members, Associates or Academic Institutions, and at the official request made by them to TSB, the Union can approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa but only within the period mentioned of six weeks, i.e no later than, 26 October 2016, such request should be made from the administration or entity you represent. This letter must specify the name and functions, date of birth, number, dates of issue and expiry of passport of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the notification of confirmation of registration approved for the ITU-T workshop in question, and must be sent to TSB by fax (+41 22 730 5853) or e-mail (tsbreg@itu.int and with tsbfgdfs@itu.int in copy), bearing the words “visa request”. Please also note that ITU can assist only representatives of ITU Member States, ITU Sector Members, ITU Associates and ITU Academic Institutions.
ANNEX 1 - FUNDING REQUEST FOR EXPERTS
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	Please return to:
	ITU FG DFS

Geneva (Switzerland)
	E-mail: 
tsbfgdfs@itu.int 
Tel:
+41 22 730 5227

Fax:
+41 22 730 5778

	Request for funding to be submitted before 17 October 2016

	Participation of women is encouraged



	Registration Confirmation ID No: ……………………………………………………………………………
(Note:  It is imperative for fellowship holders to pre-register via the online registration form at: http://itu.int/reg/tmisc/3000917)
Country: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of the Administration/Organization/Company:______________________________________________
Mr / Ms _______________________________ (family name) 
________________________________ (given name)
Job Title: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

	Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Tel.: _________________________ Fax:
 _________________________ E-mail: __________________________________
Date of your arrival:______________________Date of your departure:____________________
City of departure: _______________________________________________________________
PASSPORT INFORMATION:

Date of birth: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Nationality: ______________________________  Passport number:  _______________________________________

Date of issue: ______________ In (place): _________________________ Valid until (date): __________________

	I will attend:

[  ] Only Focus Group DFS Meeting on 7 – 9 December 2016

[  ] Both  Workshop on Digital Financial Services and Financial Inclusion on 6 December 2016 and
      Focus Group DFS Meeting on 7 – 9 December 2016

Please state your competence and experience in digital financial services and financial inclusion:

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Proposed title of presentation/contribution (optional): __________________________________
Abstract of presentation/contribution:_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


	Signature of fellowship candidate:
	Date:



___________________
	Contact:
	Vijay Mauree
Programme Coordinator, TSB, ITU
	Tel: +41 22 730 5591
Fax: +41 22 730 5853

Email: tsbfgdfs@itu.int 

	Attention: This is not a publication made available to the public, but an internal ITU-T Focus Group document intended only for use by participants of the Focus Group and their collaborators in ITU-T Focus Group related work. It shall not be made available to, and used by, any other persons or entities without the prior written consent of ITU-T.



