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	Abstract:
	This liaison statement informs ITU-T SG2 of ITU-T Q26/16’s new work item, a new draft Recommendation, F.ACC-Humanitarian, for various potential humanitarian projects, and in particular to provide global digital telecommunications platform designed to meet the specific needs of persons with disabilities worldwide, especially during COVID-19. As the initiated work contains elements regarding numbering and identifiers, coordination of work between SG2 and SG16 is herewith proposed.


It is our pleasure to inform you that ITU-T Study Group 16 Question 26 (Q26/16) has held a successful meeting on 18-20 May 2020. 
During this meeting, we discussed a contribution from World Global Telecom (WGT) and agreed to create a new draft Recommendation "Humanitarian Global Networks and Services for Global Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities”. 
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]As we all know, people all over the world have been affected by coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.  Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr Antonio Guterres, said that the world’s 1 billion people living with disabilities are among the hardest hit by COVID-19.  They face a lack of accessible public health information and significant barriers to implement basic hygiene measures.  We need to reach out and provide means to help provide vital, essential information very rapidly, especially for persons with disabilities.
[bookmark: _4d34og8]The proposed new draft Recommendation is expected to create the necessary framework for Humanitarian Global Networks and Services (HGNS) necessary for various potential humanitarian projects, and in particular it would immediately enable the provision of global digital telecommunications platform, GLEOSS, designed to meet the specific needs of people with disabilities worldwide during this emergency.  Humanitarian Global Networks and Services could have the first and rapid implementation in the form of GLEOSS, based on WGT having performed successful trials in several countries. Now, WGT reported it is working with countries in the EU and several Asian countries, such as the Philippines, to provide accessible emergency services through global telephone numbers to persons with disabilities, including telecom relay service with conferencing and simultaneous multi-language interpretation.
[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Experts of Q26/16 expressed strong support to this initiative and to the very idea of Humanitarian Global Networks and Services (HGNS) framework helping to improve the global accessibility for persons with disabilities, especially to emergency calls. This subject matter will be further developed at Q26/16. The session agreed that Q26/16 should initiate active communication inside ITU to support this work and promote communication from ITU towards the UN, in particular UN OCHA, to raise the level of awareness and support.
Since this draft Recommendation, based on the contribution brought in by WGT, concerns numbering plans, Q26/16 would like to share the draft Recommendation through this liaison statement and hope that SG2 will pay a special attention to this document and to work with Q26/16 to expedite the process of approving it so that ITU can provide essential tools to help persons with disabilities worldwide to survive this emergency, COVID-19 pandemic.

Attachment: the initial text of F.ACC-Humanitarian.
[bookmark: _GoBack]_______________________
image1.gif




