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	Abstract:
	This Liaison Statement invites to enhance collaboration between the Social Development Division of ESCAP and the ITU-T JCA-AHF.


[bookmark: _1fob9te][bookmark: _ebugha53jr8y]The Joint Coordination Activity for Accessibility and Human Factors (JCA-AHF) of the International Telecommunication Union Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) coordinates activities related to accessibility and human factors. 
During our recent meeting held on 26 November 2020, Mr Masahito Kawamori, Rapporteur of ITU-T Question 26 of Study Group 16 (“accessibility”), reported on the discussion he had with the Social Development Division of ESCAP, subsequent to the ESCAP webinar he participated. 
We would like to follow up on this discussion by suggesting to enhance collaboration through the following ways starting in 2021:
1. We would like to invite Ms. Cai Cai and Ms. Aiko Akiyama to participate and to liaise with the JCA-AHF;
2. We would like to explore collaborative technical cooperation activities to support governments in Asia and the Pacific with ITU-T experts on improving digital inclusion in areas such as:
· Remote sign language interpretation system and;
· Smart city initiatives.
We look forward to hearing from you soon. The JCA-AHF plans to meet next online, in the last week of April 2021.
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