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This liaison answers SG11 - LS 83R1
SG16 thanks you for your liaison (our TD 309/Gen, your COM11-LS83R1) concerning approval of SG11 Guidelines on "Testing Laboratories recognition procedure" and the first meeting of ITU-T CASC.

We are glad to inform you that Mr Michael Kirwan (Continua, USA) has agreed to represent ITU-T SG16 in ITU-T CASC.
The Testing Laboratories (TL) recognition procedure was briefly reviewed by SG16 participants, and it is felt that the rules and procedures that would be needed for effective operation of the Conformity Assessment Steering Committee (CASC) need refinements.

Further, we would like to note that experts in SG16 recognize that interoperability between different equipment is often handled by industry consortia or other organizations, in addition to any needed conformity testing, and hence poses significant testing costs and burdens for network operators and equipment vendors, and that CASC should take this into consideration.

For example, Q28/16 has produced several conformance testing specifications, as well as Q13/16, which initiated work on interoperability events promoted by ITU or external entities, such as Continua (e-health) and APT ASTAP (IPTV).

_______________

	Attention: Some or all of the material attached to this liaison statement may be subject to ITU copyright. In such a case this will be indicated in the individual document. 

Such a copyright does not prevent the use of the material for its intended purpose, but it prevents the reproduction of all or part of it in a publication without the authorization of ITU.



