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FOR THE WORK OF THE WTSA-12
PROPOSED REVISION TO RESOLUTION 59
Enhancing participation of telecommunication operators from developing countries
Introduction and background:

Generally, telecommunication operators from developing countries do not fully understand and recognize the benefits of becoming ITU member and participation in ITU-T standardization activities. Even though they face many problems, they do not raise the issue in international level activities; therefore some critical issues which face developing countries have not been discussed and considered on the international standardization activities. Moreover, in developing countries, because of the limitation of the budget also due to a lack of leadership in those areas and poor development of the research institutes, they have not got been participated in that kind of international events and cannot realize the benefit. Taking into consideration of today’s circumstances, main benefit of effective participation can be seen that to realize new and ongoing standards, new technologies and services to be deployed around the world and issues to be solved. 

Therefore it would be beneficial, if ITU supports the active participation from operators of the developing countries by finding more appropriate mechanism of advertising own activities, making them to understand the real benefit of the active participation in standardization activities, enabling remote access to ITU-T events and promoting member administration and regulatory bodies to encourage telecom operators to participate in those fields.
Proposal:

APT Members are of the view that consideration of WTSA-08 Resolution 59 is an important issue for WTSA-2012 for the benefit of landlocked developing countries, least developed countries, small island developing states, and countries with economics in transition.
It is proposed that WTSA-08 Resolution 59 “Enhancing participation of telecommunication operators from developing countries, be modified as follows:
PACP/04
MOD
RESOLUTION 59

Enhancing participation of telecommunication operators from developing countries
 

(Johannesburg, 2008;Dubai, 2012)

The World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (Dubai, 2012),
recognizing

a)
that the participation by operators from developing countries in standardization activities is weak; 

b)
that the majority of these operators are subsidiaries of developed countries' telecommunication companies which are Sector Members;

c)
that the strategic objectives of Sector Members from developed countries participating in activities of the ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU‑T) do not necessarily include the participation of their subsidiary entities;

d)
that those developing countries' telecommunication operators are placing particular emphasis on information and communication technology (ICT) operation and infrastructure deployment, to the disadvantage of standardization activities;

e)
that the Plenipotentiary Conference (Guadalajara, 2010) adopted Resolution 170 relating to  the impact of ITU Recommendations on the activities of Sector Members,
taking into account

the strategic plan of the Union adopted in both Resolution 71 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) and Resolution 123 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) of the Plenipotentiary Conference,

considering

a)
that developing countries would benefit from effective participation by their operators in ITU-T activities;

b)
that this participation by the operators would contribute to enhancing capacity building in the developing countries, increase their competitiveness, and support innovation in the markets of developing countries,

resolves to invite the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

1
to encourage Sector Members from the developed countries to promote the participation in ITU-T activities of their subsidiaries installed in developing countries;

2
to develop mechanisms to support the effective participation by telecommunication operators from developing countries in standardization activities, 
3 
to raise the awareness of the developing countries of the benefits of participation and in becoming an ITU-T Sector Member and/or Associate. 

invites Member States

to encourage their Sector Members to participate in ITU-T activities.

�	These include the least developed countries, small island developing states and countries with economies in transition.
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